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The Hon. H. K. WATSON: The Minister
implied that this Committee should not
have an amendment imposed upon it. I
am entirely in the hands of the Commit-
tee, and I do not want to enforce any
amendment on members. I submit this is
a proposition with which members may
agree.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
passed.

Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported,' with an amendment, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by The

Mon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for Mines),
and transmitted to the Assembly.

House adjourned at 4.56 p.m.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the
Chair at 11 am., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
1.This question was postponed.

TOBACCO FARM1S AT MANJIMUP
Production of Other Crops

2A. Mr. ROWBERRY isked the Minister
for Agriculture:

Has the Department of Agricul-
ture given any ccnsideratlon to the
production of the following on
tobacco farms in the Manjimup
area:-culinary herbs, tobacco
plant, nicotine sulphate, hops?

Mr. NAIDER replied:
The crops detailed are being, in-
vestigated but at present there
does not appear to be any great
scope for their production at Man-
jimup as alternatives to tobacco.6
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HOPS
importation of State's Requirements

2B. Mr, ROWEERRY asked the Minister
for Agriculture:

Is it a fact that 75 per cent. of the
State's requirements of hops have
to be imported?

Mr. NALDER replied:
The proportion of hops imported
is substantial but the precise
figures are not available. I am
informed that imports are neces-
sary for blending to ensure urni-
formity of the product and con-
tinuity of supply.

SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICE
Number of Mobile Units

3. Mr. HART asked the Minister for
Health:
(1) How many mobile school dental

service units for country areas has
his department?

Shortage of Trained Personnel
(2) How many are not in use because

of lack of dental personnel?
(3) What is being done to overcome

the shortage of dentists?
(4) Is there a possibility of getting

this service hack to near full
strength next year?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) 13.
(2) 5.
(3) (a) The department has adver-

tised overseas for a period of
years; however, very few den-
tists have accepted positions
and only one of these proved
suitable for this particular
work.

(b) Since 1956 eight to ten
bursarles have been granted
each year on condition that
the bursars served for five
years in the School Dental
Service or the Perth Dental
Hospital. However, out of
seven who graduated by the
end of 1961 four did not fulfil
their obligations and for-
feited their bonds.

(4) No.

MIGRANTS: HOLDING CAMP AT
POINT WALTER

Occupants and Cost Per Head

4. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister for Im-
migration:

With regard to the holding camp
at Point Walter, what has been-

(a) the average number of oc-
cupants each month for the
years 1958, 1959, 1960, 1961,
1962;

(b) what was the average cost
per head during the above
Periods per month;

(a) what do the above items in-
clude, and what is the segre-
gated cost?

Mr. BOVELL replied:-
I ask that this question be post-
poned. In doing so I might say
that the monthly figures are not
recorded, but we are endeavouring
to get the figures on a compara-
tive basis.

TRAFFIC COUNTS
Discontinuance by Local Authorities

5. Mr. TOMB asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Is it the usual procedure that local

authorities are requested to take
vehicular and pedestrian counts
when seeking crosswalks in their
respective districts?

(2) Upon receipt of same by the de-
partment, is a check figure taken
by the department?

(3) If the answer to No. (2) is "Yes,"
does he net consider that the local
authority count is a waste of time
and effort; and, if so, will he give
instructions for the discontinuance
of same?

Mr. WILD) replied:
(1) Yes. In accordance with the Com-

missioner of Police circular to all
local authorities in July, 1958.

(2) The Main Roads Departmnent car-
ries out a count only in those case-,
where the pedestrian-vehicular
conflict product for the maximum
hour exceeds 45,000. In such cases
an additional detailed survey is
made to ascertain the gaps in the
vehicular stream acceptable to
pedestrians, effective carriageway
width, time required by a pedes-
trian to cross the carriageway, and
the period a pedestrian can reas-
onably be expected to wait before
crossing. This additional informa-
tion is required to determine
whether the provision of a pedes-
trian crossing is warranted.

(3) The local authority's preliminary
count is a basic requirement; it
eliminates unwarranted requests
and enables the local authority
with their knowledge of local con-
ditions to make a first assessment
and, where appropriate, a recoin-
mendation to the Main Roads De-
partment.

6 and 7. These questions were postponed.
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DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES
Removal of Silencers

8. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister lor
Railways:
(1) Is it a fact that silencers have

been removed from the diesels
travelling from the country to
Perth and return?

(2) Is he aware many residents living
adjacent to railway line are dis-
tressed by noise from diesels re-
ferred to?

(3) Can early action be taken to re-
place silencers on diesels that
have been altered from original
specifications?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) If the question refers to the "X"-

class locomotives and to the
manufacturer's design, the answer
is "Yes." Twenty "X"-class loco-
motives have been equipped with
an external silencer but nut all
are in operation due to techni-
cal difficulties encountered with
engine vibration and the conse-
quent need to find a satisfactory
flexible connecting pipe.

(2) It is known that there have been
complaints.

(3) No action to replace the origi-
nal internal and unsatisfactory
silencers is proposed but, as men-
tioned in answer to question No.
(1), twenty locomotives have been
equipped with a different type of
silencer.
With regard to the technical dif-
ficulties being experienced with
this new type, investigations will
continue until such time as a sat-
isfactory solution to the problem
has been devised.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS
Installation in Eastern Suburbs

9.Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Transport:
(1) What decision has been arrived at

in regard to flashing lights at vari-
ouis points in the eastern suburbs,
particularly in Midland at the
corner of Helena Street?

Midland Junction: Helena Street
Intersection

(2) Is he aware it is over five years
since Midland Council requested
some attention to the matter of
greater protection for the publIc
at the corner of Helena Street
and Great Eastern Highway?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) The traffice situation at Helena

Street, Midland Junction, is not
one that is amenable to control

by traffic light signals. The peak
period is Pronounced only over a
very short period and for these
conditions police control is the
most suitable. However, to faci-
litate and ease traffic flow at this
intersection the late Minister for
Transport suggested certain kerb-
side parking bans to the local
authority in a letter dated the 3rd
November, 1961. The local autho-
rity's reply is still awaited. A
copy of this letter was sent to the
honourable member. In general,
traffic volumes in the eastern
suburbs do not yet warrant traf-
fic light signals. The area is kept
continuously under review by the
Main Roads Department.

(2) Yes, and for the past year I have
been awaiting a reply from the
local authority to the suggested
parking ban to which I have just
referred.

COAST ROAD: PEKTH-BUTNBURY
Bituminisatton

10. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Works:
(1) When is it anticipated that the

Coast Road to Bunbury will be
completely bituminised?

(2) How many miles of bituminisa-
tion Is planned for this road dur-
ing this financial year?

(3) How many miln~s of this road re-
main to be bitumninised?

Mr. 'WILD replied:
(1) It is not possible to estimate over

what period of time funds can be
made available to completely con-
struct and surface the Coast Road.

(2) Six miles.
(3) Just over 31 milles after allowing

for the six miles referred to in
answer to No. (2) above.

GEORGE STREET WIDENING
Resumption of Properties

11. Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Have all properties in George

Street, Perth, ceen resumed for
the purpose of the widening of
the street?

(2) If not, what Properties still have-
to be resumed?

(3) What has been the total cost of
resumptions?

(4) Is It necessary to resume buildings
in Hay Street, near George Street,
for the widening?

(5) If so, what buildings will be re-
quired?
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Mr. WflIf replied:
(1) No.
(2) Extent of requ-,rements not yet de-

cided.
(3) £153,150 (including properties in

Hay and Murray Streets).
(4) Yes.
(5) As per No. (2).

ROADS IN CLOSED RAILWAY AREAS
Bituminisa lion: Tabling of Informat ion

12. Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for
Works:

Will he lay on the Table of the
House the fellowing inorina-
tion:-
(a) Particulars of those roads in

all railway closure areas which
the Government undertook
would'be bituminised?

(b) Details of roads in rail closure
areas--
(a) sealed to date;
(b) yet to De sealed:
(c) dates of expected com-

pletion of roads yet to be
sealed?

Mr. WILD replied:
This information will take some
days to collate, but it will be
placed on the Table of the House
one day next week.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH GAMES

Dispute at Aquatic Centre
1.Mr. TONKIN: My question, addressed

to the Treasurer, has relation to
the recent dispute in connection
with the construction work at the
aquatic centre for the Common-
wealth Games, where a certain
amount of work on the plumbing
was held up for a number of days
because some pasyment could not
he made and this payment was
regarded by the contractor con-
cerned as being due. I desire to
ask the Treasurer whether settle-
ment of this dispute was finally
obtained by the Treasurer agree-
Ing to pay the amount in dispute
from Consolidated Revenue?

Mr. BRAND replied:
No-one has been to me at all. It
looks as if the shot misfired.

JOHN ALLAN LIMITED
Rumoured Dismissal of Employees

2. Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for
Labour:

It has been brought to my notice
that 100 men have been dismissed
from John Allans, and 60 women
have been given dismissal notices.

I ask the Minister whether he will
have an investigation made to see
if this is correct; and, if so, would
he make an officer available to at-
tempt to find alternative employ-
ment for those people who have
received dismissal notices?

Mr. WILD replied:
I wish to thank the honourable
member for giving mue notice of
this question earlier this morning.
My answer is: I have no knowledge
of this matter.

3. Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for
Labour:

Would he make an investigation to
see if the situation to which I have
referred is correct: and, if so, will
he give further thought to giving
the people concerned some assist-
ance?

Mr. WILD replied:,
I will have an inquiry made to find
out whether this is correct,

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Cancellation of Pair: Press Report o1

Remarks in Assembly

4. Mr. HAWKE: In The West Australian
newspaper of today's date, Mr.
Speaker, there is a report headed
"Party Leaders Clash on. Vote".
This article reproduces some pleas-
antries which were exchanged be-
tween the Premier and myself Yes-
terday. It gives the public the im-
pression, by setting out individual
interjections, that it is a complete
report. However, the report de-
liberately suppresses the fact.
which was brought out by way of
interjection, that the Premier was
in the Legislative Council at the
time the parliamentary pair was
cancelled at the last minute. Could
you have inquiries made to ascer-
tain why the newspaper sup-
pressed the fact in question?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I will
have a look at the position.

Personal Explanation.
Mr. BRAND: Mr. Speaker, on a point of

personal explanation, I wish to explain to
the House something regarding the query
made by the Leader of the Opposition con-
cerning my part in these arrangements.
When the second reading decision on the
Bill in question was made I was in this
House and did not know anything about
the Bill being considered. On hearing that
there had been a deliberate vote by the
President I walked down to the other
Chamber as a matter of interest, and the
Committee stage was in progress. T want
to tell the Leader of the Opposition that

2516
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I spoke to no-one, and bad no part in in-
terfering in any way at all. I should say
it has been the right of anybody to go
down to the Legislative Council-

Mr. H, May: Not anybody.
Mr, BRANiD: Then any member, if you

want to be so exact. I say it is the right
of any member as a matter of interest to
go down there, and that is exactly what I
did. I want to refute any suggestion that
I had any influence with any pair arrange-
ment, not knowing who was away and not
knowing of any arrangement which was
made between the Leader of the Govern-
ment and the Opposition in that House.

inquiry by Premier into Cancellation
of Pair

5. Mr. HAWKE: As a preliminary to a
question to the Premier I might
say I accept the assurances which
the Premier gave Yesterday.

Mr. Court: It didn't sound like it.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It did not.

Mr. HAWKE: Why? Does the Min-
ter not want to correct reports in
the paper of things that go on
in Parliament?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: About what
you said yesterday?

Mr. HAWKE: Apparently the Minister
wants them coloured in his own
favour all the time. The ques-
tion I want to ask the Premier,
and the one I intended to ask be-
tore I was rudely interrupted by
the Minister for Health, is
whether the Premier has yet made
inquiries which he promised to
make yesterday in regard to the
last-minute cancellation of the
pair in question in the Legislative
Council.

Mr. BRAND replied:
I did inquire from the Whip in
the Council and I understand that
an arrangement regarding pairs
was cleared up before the debate
started.

Personal Explanation
Mr. HAWKE: Mr. Speaker, by way of

personal explanation, I want to say that
The Whip for the Opposition in the Legis-
lative Council, The Hon. Mr. Teahan, told
me the pair was cancelled at the last
minute. I think the Premier might agree
that he might be more reliable than the
Government Whip has proved to be for
the Government in the Legislative Coun-
cil on at least one occasion during the
last week.

Mr. Brand: That Is a reflection.
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I do

not think you can make a reflection on
members in anotber place. I do not think
I will allow the question because it Is a
reflection on a member in another place.

Mr. Dunn: I was just going to explain
that I so happened to be in the other
place-

The SPEAKER (Mr. HearmanL: I do not
think we will have any more discussion on
this particular matter.

BILLS (3): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. Iron Ore (Tallering Peak) Agreement
Act Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Bovell (Minister for Lands), and
read a first time.

2. Agricultural Products Act Amendment
Bill.

3. Fruit Cases Act Amendment Bill.
Bills introduced, on motions by Mr.

Nalder (Minister for Agriculture),
and read a first time.

RIGHTS IN WATER AND
IRRIGATION ACT AMENDMENT

BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed, from the 7th Novem-
ber, on the following motion by Mr. Wild
(Minister for Water Supplies):

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [11.17 a.m.J. I felt,
when the Minister Introduced the Bill, that
it was incumbent upon him to give some
reasons why this restrictive legislation was
to be enacted. I1 felt that his explanation
of what the Bill was going to do was clear
enough, but to me he did not give the
House much justification for agreeing to
the Government's proposals. it rather
looked as though the Government said,
"We have made up our minds about it:
here it is, and you have to agree to it."

I think that when we propose legisla-
tion of this kind, which is restrictive in
character and is an infringement on the
ordinary rights of the subject, we should
attempt to give some justifiable reasons
why we propose to take away this liberty,
instead of Just taking it away because we
are in a position to do so. The Minister's
speech left me in that frame of mind.
The only explanation he gave was that it
has become necessary for the department
to have control of subsurface water in the
Carnarvon plantation area. So the reason
given to Parliament for agreeing to this
proposal is that it has become necessary
for the department to have control.

I think we should be told of the circum-
stances which make it necessary for us
now to seek further control powers which
previously we did not have. Surely there
must be some reasons for it, and we would
expect cogent reasons if a step like this
is justified; and it may be. I am not
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quarrelling with that. It may be, but I
would like to be convinced that it is be-
fore I am asked to agree to it.

The Minister did not utter a line which
would convince me, or anybody else for
that matter, that this ought to be done.
It is no argument to say a thing has be-
come necessary. That is only an expres-
sion of opinion. Some people think that
certain things have become necessary, and
others do not agree. Before one can agree
that something has become necessary one
needs some argument to justify it. Why
bas it become necessary? What has hap-
pened? In what way do the existing powers
fall short of what is required? Surely the
Minister is in the best position, having in-
troduced this legislation, to supply those
reasons. However, for some reason best
known to himself he did not attempt to
give any explanation.

He certainly explained to the House
what the Bill seeks to do: and, of course.
what it will do will be to impose serious
restrictions on people in regard to what
they can do on their own property in cer-
tain circumstances. For instance, a land-
owner might sink a well at a certain spot
and be under the impression it is his own
property and then discover that he can-
not use the water in the way he desires
because the Government says he cannot.
There should be some justification for the
Government taking a step such as that,
and there may be; but we have not been
told what it is.

I am just wondering what is going to
happen in some remote place in a pro-
claimed area when a person wants to sink
a well. Well-sinkers are not in good sup-
ply. Sometimes the People requiring their
services have to almost queue up to obtain
them. Having decided to utilise the ser-
vices of one of these well-sinkers, if a
person has to make an application in the
way it is set out, by the time the applica-
tion is granted the opportunity to get the
bore down may be lost. So that is a re-
striction that is to be imposed, and there
should be some cogent reason given why
such a restriction should be borne by any
individual.

I would not be averse to granting con-
trol powers if they are to be used in the
interest of the public generally, and if it
can be shown that the additional powers
are really necessary because no other way
can be found to solve the problem: but to
date no such explIanatio~n has been given,
and it is regrettable that we should be ask-
ed to agree to restrictive legislation of this
character without having been given some
reasons why such a course should be f ol-
lowed. From time to time we have heard
this is the Government of free enterprise,
which connotes less restriction, more free-
dom to move about, and so on. But I have
yet to recall the existence of a Govern-
ment which has done more to place re-
strictions on individual liberty than this
Government has done in various directions.

I would be surprised to learn that the
Country Party section of the Govern-
ment is happy about this proposition. I
am wondering whether the members of
that section of the Government have
given full consideration to the require-
ments of their people or whether they have
had vouchsafed to them some explanations
which Parliament has not been given.
That Is possible, of course: but I think
this is the place where we ought to be
told the reason for the step which is being
taken. Reasons given in the party room
do not necessarily find their way to the
Public, and many members of the public
will not be satisfied at the step that is
being taken unless they can see some justi-
liable reason for it.

MY experience Is that people generally
are reasonable: and although they may
not like repressive or restrictive legisla-
tion, if it is explained to them that there
is a reason why the legislation should be
introduced they will accept it and with
good grace; but they will not accept it with
good grace if they are told, "There it is. and
You just have to put up with it, and we
are not going to give you any reason for
it." That is the wrong approach, and I
think someone on the other side should
make some attempt to tfill in the omission
of the Minister and give to the House
some reason or reasons why this step is
considered necessary.

That is the word which was used. The
Minister said, "It has becomne necessary.'
He did not say it had become desirable.
I want to be convinced that it is necessary
before I will be happy about taking the
step that is proposed: a.nd so, for the time
being. I will leave the -matter there.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [11.26 p.m.]:
Like the member for Melville, I was ex-
tremely disappointed about the Minister's
explanation of this Hill. He has not given
to the House any explanation whatsoever
on the necessity for the measure. When
a Bill contains restrictive powers such as
this Hill does, members are entitled to a
full account of its impliations or the rea-
son for its introduction. The Position is
that the Gascoyne Rivor irrigation area is
founded on and relies on two different
types of water supply. One is from a
natural stream and the other comes from
lenses away from the liver.

When introducing the Bill the Minister
seemed to point to the fact that those
wells which are sunk away from the river
and into lenses are the ones that are de-
nuding the water supply for the area. Hav-
ing been a planter and the owner of one
of those blocks a considerable distance
from the river. I doubt very much if the
block pumpers-as they are termed in the
district-who are Pumping from private
wells do denude the 'water supply for the
w~hole area. Water pumped from wells on
private land is limited in quantity, whereas
in the river the streamns are free and a
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large well there Will permit the use of a
six-inch pump. On the average private
well a two-inch pump is the maximum site
that can be used.

My experience has al1ways been that it
is the wells which are in the river which
have denuded the water supply for the
area and increased the salinity of the
water. The wells off the river have not
had any effect on the water supply to any
extent. The Minister Is in the position
of receiving every piece of information
that is available on this matter, and he
should have been able to explain to the
House the exact reason for this move. He
should have been able to tell us whether
the water supply for the area is being
robbed by the wells in the river or the
wells off the river. It is an injustice to
the House that such a poor explanation
should be given by the Minister.

Mr. Wild: Are you in favour of control
of block pumpers?

Mr. NORTON: In some respects yes, and
in others no.

Mr. Court: That's a great help!

Mr. NORTON: I wouild point out to the
Minister that those who are pumping
water off their blocks are those 'who have
gone to a great deal of expense and trouble
to find sufficient water. They are not
the ones who have denuded the water
supply. Those responsible are the owners
of the larger plantations who have pump-
ing units of greater capacity. Whilst re-
strictions on pumping are necessary for
the time being it will probably be necessary
to have some control over the black
pumpers. But this particular method of
doing it is taking away the total rights
that have been given to People over many
years. If the Government were making
some very definite move to supply water.
or to secure extra reservoirs of water in
the river, the people would not object to
the restrictions.

But the manner in which the restrictions
were introduced. was really extraordinary.
Irrespective of what one owned, or what
one had done. or whether one had farmed
one's property or not, one was brought
down to the level of those who might not
have carried out these functions. Most
people would consider this approach to be
communistic; or others an attempt to
socialise the Industry.

When the river is not flowing it is neces-
sary that some restrictions be Imposed, but
the way this is being implemented means
that the rights of an individual to his own
property are being completely overlooked.
Not only will this affect those on the river,
in Carnarvon, and in the proclaimed areas,
hut if Country Party members will have a
look at part III of the Act together with
the amendments that are sought to it in
this Bill, they will see that they themselves
will have taken away a right that has been
theirs from the inception of the Act.

I will be interested to hear the Minister
give a proper explanation of this Bill be-
fore it passes the second reading. The Gas-
coyne River, together with the industries
on it, is a very valuable asset. In certain
parts where companies have wanted to
commence operations, much money has
been spent on supplying them with water.
In fact one company has had well aver
£1,000,000 spent on it, with money con-
tinuing to be spent, even though it only
produces a very small revenue from the
land it Is farming. In fact, this irriga-
tion area is not doing So 'Well, as is evi-
denced by the purchase by this company of
a station in close proximity with a view
to trying to make It pay.

For the most part the clauses in the Bill
can be dealt with in the Committee stage,
when quite a few points will be brought
out, and when it will be shown that the
Bill not only affects the Gascoyne area,
or those areas north of the 26th parallel,
but it also places restrictions on people in
other parts of the State.

MR. WILD (Dale-Minister for Water
Supplies) [11.34 a.m.]: I must apologise
to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
Originally I did have notes which gave a
fuller explanation of the position, but
these were later recast, and the pages
which contained the reasons for the re-
pealing of certain sections of the Act were
inadvertently left out. I trust, however,
that I shall be able to convince the hon-
ourable member of the justification for it.

As the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
will know, from his experience as Minis-
ter, there has been a great advance in
activity on the Gascoyne River, and that
is the reason why the Bill refers to pro-
claimed areas north of the 26th parallel.
There are two sections of growers repre-
sented on a committee which was set up
in Carnarvon. The representatives of these
two factions are nominated by the shire
council and the municipal council. Some
years ago these growers on the Gascoyne
River, together with representatives of the
department, were formed into a commit-
tee to make recommendations to the Min-
ister for the running of the Gascoyne
River.

This matter has Presented very great
problems, certainly since I have been in
office. Whether this is due to the fact
that there are too many growers for the
amount of water available, I do not know,
and I would not be Prepared to say. But
as a layman it seems to me that is the
case.

If there are two runs of the river in the
one year it helps to overcome the prob-
lem, but when there is only one run of
the river in a year, and we have all these
people drawing on it, then obviously those
with bigger and better pumps will be in a
more favourable position; they would be
able to get the bulk of the water to the
exclusion of the fellow who might hap-
pen to be lower down.
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The result is that there is chaos in the
industry. With the co-operation of the
Minister for Industrial Development I
made two or three visits when this trouble
first began to fester. It was a very un-
happy situation. There were two sections
of growers who were unable to agree as
to what should be the apportionment of
water made available to growers on this
river.

Accordingly the committee that was set
up recommended to me from time to time
the amount of water that should be ap-
portioned to the respective growers. I am
not prepared to judge whether that ap-
portionment is right or wrong. The mem-
ber for Gascoyne suggests it is not fair.
If that is his opinion I suggest he tell
it to the growers themselves. As I have
said, there are two sections, and I have
met both of them on two or three occa-
sions. It is a most difficult business alto-
gether.

Without mentioning any names, I would
Point out that there are two or three grow-
ers who are new Australians-and I do
not use that term at all unkindly; because
they are good, honest, hard-working
people-with Perhaps two or three healthy
sons: and over a period of time they have
opened up more land and, consequently.
require more water. On the other hand,
we find that there is the fellow with the
smaller block, with only himself and his
wife to consider.

In view of the likely difficulty that could
arise, the committee to which I have re-
ferred worked out what it considered would
be a fair apportionment of the water that
should be made available. I might say
that this has only been reasonably satis-
factory; because we are faced with the
position of a man who possibly possesses
a deep block with a river frontage, and
the committee grants him permission to
draw water from the river. This same
fellow with the deep block might have a
well right at the back of his block: and
he might say to the committee, "I do nt
want to use Your water from the river. I
will use the Pump I have at the back."
Only a short while ago I was discussing
this matter with the chairman of the
committee, and he agreed that this was
a most difficult business.

one can only be guided in these matters
by men who are trained; men whose job it
is. They say that the water from the sands
of the Gascoyne filters in from a consider-
able distance back. In answer to my ques-
tion this morning the chairman of the com-
mittee said it could be as far back as a
mile. So we have the man who has a
permit to pump straight out from the
river, taking the quantity allowed him
under the agreement between the growers
and the department, and at the same time
putting down a bore three or four hun-
dred Yards further back on his block from
which he is allowed to pump water till
he is blue in the face.

This means he is getting a much greater
share of the water from the river than the
fellow who owns a smaller block; or the
man who has not the finance to put down
a well or a bore. The basic idea of this
legislation is to proclaim the area in ques-
tion. It is considered that the area to
be Proclaimed will be roughly the irrigable
area which, I am advised, is about 10 miles
long by one mile wide. This will take in
all the gardens on the Gascoyne River at
Carnarvon. The member for Gascoyne
is quite wrong when he says it will apply
to the whole State. It will not.

The first part of the Bill is mandatory,
under which the area concerned-and I
am now referring to the non-artesian
wells-will come under the jurisdiction of
the Act. Secondly, the proposed new sec-
tion is purely a machinery provision which
states that within the proclaimed area a
license must be obtained to enlarge, deepen,
alter, or draw water from any artesian
well or any non-artesian well situated in
the proclaimed area. When licenses are
issued to people they come under the aegis
of the authority which controls the Gas-
Coyne River. If the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition has any other thoughts on this
measure I am quite prepared to answer
them now.

Mr. Tonkin: I can deal with the other
aspects during the Committee stage.

Mr. WILD: I thank the two honourable
members for their comments, and I apolo-
gise for not giving this explanation dur-
ing the introduction of the Hill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. 1.

W. Manning) in the Chair: Mr. Wild (Min-
ister for Water Supplies) in charge of the
Bill.

CluSeS 1 to S Put and passed.
Clause 4: Section 4 amended-

Mr. NORTON: The Minister said that
this Act would not affect the whole State.
but I draw his attention to section 4 (3)
which deals with the rights in natural
waters. That subsection reads as fol-
lows:-

Provided also that this Act shall
not apply to the water flowing from
any spring until it has passed beyond
the boundaries of the land belonging
to the owner or occupier of the land
whereon such spring exists: and it
shall also not apply to any subter-
ranean source of water supply from
which the water does not flow natur-
ally, but has to be raised by pump-
ing or other artificial means.

It is proposed to amend this subsection
so that the Act will apply to subterranean
sources of water supply from which the
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water does not flow naturally but has to Mr. WILD: The honourable member is
be raised by pumping. This amendment
will affect the rights of landholders who
have Put down wells; therefore It must
affect the State as a whole.

Mr. WILD: The interpretation of the
honourable member is Incorrect. The
principal Act provides that it shall not ap-
ply to the water flowing from any spring
until It has Passed beyond the boundaries
of the land belonging to the owner or oc-
cupier of the land whereon such spring
exists: but excludes a non-artesian well
f rom. its scope. The amendment will re-
move this exclusion.

Mr. Norton: If subterranean sources of
water are excluded, then the Act must
apply to them.

Mr. WILD: only in a proclaimed area.
When I first read the clause I thought that
was the interpretation and that it did
cover waters other than those in a pro-
claimed area. However. I referred this
matter to the Parliamentary Draftsman
and I have received his comments. They
are as follows:-

This refers to your inquiry regarding
clause 8 of the Rights in Water and
Irrigation Act Amendment Bill. Prom
this it appears that fears have been
expressed by reason of the proposed
section 20 not containing words limit-
ing the license, in respect of non-
artesian wells, to those in a proclaimed
area.

The fact is that the requirement for
a license is imposed by the proposed
section 18 (clause 7 of the Bill) and
none other. Section 20 is proposed to
show how such a license is to be ob-
tained, the conditions under which it
may be issued (if issued) and the rights
of persons aggrieved by any decision in
that regard. There is nothing in the
proposed section 20 that makes it ob-
ligatory to obtain a license. In other
words, the section is a "machinery"
section. only.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 5 and 6 put and passed.
Clause 7: Section 18 repealed and re-

enacted-
Mr. NORTON: The Penalties provided

in this clause appear to be excessive and
no latitude is given to the magistrate or
person hearing prosecution cases. It Is a
straight-out penalty of £100, and where
the offence continues after the conviction
the penalty is £5 per day. It would be
better to prescribe a penalty of an amount
not exceeding £100, and a continuing pen-
alty not exceeding £5 per day, because cir-
cumstances may arise which cause a land-
holder to breach the provisions in the Act.
It is only just that the penalty should be
inflicted according to the circumstances of
the case.

aware of the open defiance shown by some
landholders who have breached the Act.
When water meters were placed on their
properties to show the amount of water
which they were drawing, it was found
that they had exceeded their allocation.
The stage was reached when 1, as the Min-
ister in charge, had to make a decision on
whether or not to prosecute those persons.
I asked the officers of my department to
approach them in an endeavour to make
them see reason.

Two landholders stood out, and further
representations had to be made to them.
It was only through the assistance of the
bank manager that they finally saw the
light. This is a most vital matter in that
part of the State and it affects the live-
lihood of all the growers on the Gascoyne.
The representatives of the growers them-
selves are on the committee, and the com-
mittee has the duty to apportion the quan-
tity of water. It is not asking for too much
to provide for a stiff penalty if a person ex-
ceeds his allocation. In my view a con-
tinuing penalty is one of the best deter-
rents to would-be offenders, and the pen-
alty prescribed in the clause will fit the
offence. Unfortunately, four or five of the
persons concerned became very belligerent
when they were approached last year on
the matter. There is only one way to deal
with it in order to make it not worth their
while to break the law.

Mr NORTON: I am not asking the Min-
ister to reduce the penalty or to reduce the
continuing penalty. I am asking the Minis-
ter if he will agree to give the magistrate
who tries a case some latitude in the pen-
alty he can impose. If it were open de-
fiance it would be quite right for him to
impose £100 and £5 per day for a continu-
ing offence.

Mr. WILD: I will go this far: I will
make it a penalty of up to £100, but I will
not deviate in regard to the continuing
penalty.

Mr. NORTON: I have not asked the
Minister to do that. As the clause Is at
present it is obligatory on the Part of
the magistrate to fine a person £100. The
magistrate has no latitude whatsover.

Mr. Wild: The honourable member can
move to insert the words "not exceeding
£100."1

Mr. NORTON: That is what I have sug-
gested.

Mr. Wild: I will not deviate from the
continuing penalty of £5 Per day.

Mr. NORTON: Not exceeding £5 per day.
Mr. Wild: No, I will not agree to that.

Point of Order
Mr. W. A. MANNING: Is it necessary to

say a Penalty shall not exceed a certain
amount? Section 29 of the Interpretation
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Act provides that a penalty will be up to
the amount Provided. The relevant sec-
tion reads as follows:-

The penalty or punishment, pecu-
niary or other, set out-

(a) in, or at the foot of. any sec-
tion of any Act; or

(b) in, or at the foot of, any part
of any section of any Act,

shall indicate that any contravention
of such section or part, whether by
act or omission, shall be an offence
against such Act, punishable upon
conviction by a penalty or punishment
not exceeding that so set out;...

That section of the Act means a penalty
not exceeding the amount provided; and
naturally a lesser amount can be applied.

The CHATRMA:N (Mr. I. W. Manning):
It is in the hands of the Committee to de-
cide.

Mr. WILD: In view of that provision in
the Interpretation Act I think we would be
safe in leaving it as it is.

Mr. TONKIN: The point taken by the
member for Narrogin is quite right. Mem-
bers will recall that in order to overcome
that provision when the Government in-
troduced amendments to the Totalisator
Agency Hoard Betting Act, It stipulated a
minimum penalty in order to ensure that
a certain Penalty would be imposed. In
the absence of the word "minimum" it is
open for a magistrate to determine any
penalty up to the amount mentioned, but
not beyond it,

Committee Resumed

Mr. CORNELL: I do not know, Mr.
Chairman, whether you will allow me to
compare the penalty in this clause with
that in a succeeding clause, but I do
know that you will not allow me to go
back. The penalty for an offence under
this clause is £100 and £5 per day for a
continuing offence while in the next clause
the penalty is £20 and £5 per day for a
continuing offence. The penalty provided
for in the next clause is in regard to the
wastage of water which is probably of more
significance than offences under this clause.
I was wondering If the Minister could give
an explanation in regard to this.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
We had better discuss one clause at a
time.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 8: Section 20 repealed and re-

enacted-
Mr. TONKIN: This clause provides cer-

tain machinery for appeal, and there is an
escape provision here for the Minister
which I think should not appear in the
clause. If we intend to give an appeal,

we should make sure a person gets that
right. I draw attention to the following
appearing on page 5 of clause 8:-

Where the Minister receives a notice
such as is mentioned in subsection (4)
of this section, the Minister may cause
an inquiry to be conducted by such
person or persons as he may appoint
and the person aggrieved shall be
heard at any such inquiry...

There may not be any inquiry if it is
left to the Minister to please himself
whether he may cause an inquiry or
whether he may appoint persons. There
will be no inquiry unless he appoints them.
I think we have to make this mandatory
on the Minister. If we are going to give
the person aggrieved the right of appeal
at an inquiry "the Minister shall cause
an inquiry to be conducted by such per-
son or persons as he shall appoint," mak-
ing it obligatory on him to hold these in-
quiries. If the clause is amended along
those lines, what follows makes sense. If
we are honest with ourselves we should
Insist that an inquiry take place. I move
an amendment.

Page 5, line 19-Delete the word
"may" and substitute the word "shall".

I propose to follow up that amendment
by asking the Committee to delete the word
"may" in line 21 for the purpose of in-
serting the word "shall".

Mr. WILD: I would sooner have this
clause left as it is because I think if the
amendment were agreed to it could lead to
some complications. Surely if a person did
not receive a license and he wrote to the
Minister of the day to that effect, the Min-
ister would inquire from the chairman of
the committee as to why the license was
not granted. There could be a frivolous
and foolish request, because the honour-
able member knows that some People will
write on any pretext.

If it were mandatory on the Minister
to have an inquiry because a person has
been refused a license, I think it could
lead to complications. There are '79 other
members of Parliament besides the Minis-
ter: and if a person is aggrieved over a
matter like this it is not long before that
person raises it with his local member,
after which it is taken to the Minister or
raised in the House. I think there should
be some discretion left with the Minister.

However, I would be prepared to have
this examined. The fleputy Leader of the
Opposition has raised a point, but my first
thoughts are that there could be frivolous
appeals from People who did not get a
license. If the honourable member will
leave it at that, I will consult with Mr.
Bright and see what he thinks; and If
there is any justification in what the hon-
ourable member has said the Position can
be altered in another place.
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Mr. TONKIN: The Minister is on very
weak ground here. In any event, this is
an appeal from Caesar to Caesar. That
is the case under most Acts. Even if there
were an inquiry it would still be an appeal
from Caesar to Caesar. If the Minister
knew that there was to be an inquiry,
he would be more careful when he made
his first decision than he would be if he
knew he had the right to say whether
or not there would be an inquiry. He
would not make an ordinary routine deci-
sion.

I take the Minister's own words-Minis-
ters are only human. Sometimes they are
overworked and they have a lot of files
in their offices. Under the circumstances,
if it Is recommended to a Minister that
be refuse an application for a license,
he might do so, because he would know
he had the right to say whether or not an
inquiry would be held.

We want to be honest about this. Do we
want a person who has been refused a
license to have the right to appeal? If we
want to leave the matter to the Minister
and allow his decision to be final as to
whether or not there is to be an appeal,
let us say so. But do not let us delude
people into believing that they have the
right of appeal when, in fact, they do not
have such right at all. Either give them
the right to appeal or do not give it to
them.

I believe that when anyone is in a posi-
tion to take arbitrary action, there should
be some method of appeal against it. What
did this Government do with regard to
water rating in the metropolitan area? It
set up a special appeal board which sat
for months hearing appeals against valua-
tions. Surely this is a much more vital
matter? Hundreds and hundreds were
concerned with the appeals against their
water rate valuations. There would not
even be dozens concerned in this matter.

I will not budge on this question and
will not leave it to another place. I am
prepared to give an aggrieved person the
right of appeal and I want to make it
obligatory upon the Minister to hold an
inquiry if he refilses a license and the
person aggrieved desires to be heard, Of
course, there is no need for an inquiry if
the aggrieved person does not request one.

What is the use of Putting machinery in
here providinq that an aggrieved applicant
can within 30 days after receivinz advice
of the decision give notice to the Minister
of his wish to be heard! before the decis-
ion is implemented, if there is no guaran-
tee that he can be heard? I am not ure-
pared to withdraw my amendment and in-
tend to press it to a vote.

Mr. WILD: The Depity Leader of the
Opposition made a terrific case in froth
and bubble about this mnatter. I think it
was rather humorous to hear him talk
about appeals from Caesar to Caesar
when for six years he was Minister and,

although about 90,000 people had the right
of appeal, he did not say that they should
be heard. It would be interesting to look
through the files and check on all the
appeals against water rates during that
time as against the number heard. That
was mandatory just exactly the same as
in this case.

Surely whoever is sitting in that chair
is the responsible person. The committee
which recommended that an application
be refused would knowl of the facts and
would know whether or not the case was
f rivolous. Without doubt there will be
those with genuine objections; but surely
to goodness the Minister is going to be able
to determine whether or not an appeal is
frivolous. We must remember that there
are many people who will not take "No'
for an answer, and surely the Minister is
not going to be forced to hold an inquiry
whether there is justification for one or
not. I believe it is a reflection upon the
person who happens to be the Minister of
the day-and it will not always be me, for
sure.

Mr. W. Hegney: For sure!
Mr. WILD: The provision of an appeal

from Caesar to Caesar appears in nearly
every Act. The Deputy Leader of the Op-
position when in office did not do any-
thing about deleting it. As I have said.
I am prepared to have a look at the matter
If the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
Is prepared to accept that assurance.

Mr. TONKIN: No possible complications
could arise in this matr. I do not deny
that there may be frivolous appeals. We
have them in the police courts every year,
but that is no reason why other people
should be denied the right to appeal. I am
prepared to accept the fact that there will
be a certain number of frivolous appeals
in order to guarantee that those with
genuine cases do have the opportunity of
being heard. After all, the final decision
rests with the Minister after an inquiry
has been held; so why should we also
leave to the Minister the decision as to
whether or not he is going to allow a Person
te be heard? That is the weakness in the
Minister's argument, anl I will not accept
the Bill as it is for flvc seconds. All that
poppycock nonsense about my being in the
chpir previously and doing nothing about
appeals from Caesar to Caesar has nothing
to do with this.

Mr. Hawke: Nothing at all!
Mr. Bovell: Is this not following a Pat-

tern?
Mr. TONKIN: This is still an appeal

from Caesar to Caesar whether we provide
for an inquiry or not. What I am en-
deavouring to ansure is that any aggrieved
person shall, under the Statute, be given
the right to be heard. We talk about the
fundamental Principles of British justice,
and No. 1 is the right to be heard. This
Bill says that this right to be heard is to
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remain with the Minister, and so the Min-
ister is to say whether or not one is to be
heard.

I pose this possibility. Suppose the Min-
ister-being just human, as he has ad-
mitted he is, and as wie know he is-makes
a mistake and refuses a license. Suppose
he makes a mistake and he wrongly re-
fuses a license. He knows full well that
if he agrees to an inquiry his mistake will
be shown up and he will be obliged to re-
verse his decision. Being human, he will
exercise his prerogative and say, "No in-
quiry; the matter is closed." That is the
weakness in this: that it is a cover-up for
a Minister who makes a mistake.

Mr. Wild: Do you think there should be
an appeal against an appeal?

Mr. TONKIN: I am dealing with the
question in the Bill; and if the members
on the Government side stand for this, they
will stand for anything. It is quite ob-
vious that this is a cover-up for a weak
Minister.

Mr. Rowberry: A wild Minister!
Mr. TONKIN: A Minister who makes a

wrong decision will exercise his preroga-
tive and say, "4No inquiry; you cannot be
heard; I have made up my mind"; and,
of course, being human, that is the course
he will take if he is on a spot-the same
as Ministers, if they do not want to answer
a question, plead that matters are sub
jndice. That is what we have to keep in
mind. Ministers will not be keen to per-
mit of an inquiry which may show that
their decision was wrong.

Mr. Bovell: Are you saying that the
decision of the Minister for Mines was
wrong?

Mr. TONKIN: I certainly am-and the
Minister will hear something more about
that later-granting a claim on a false de-
claration!

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Order! Members will confine themselves
to the Bill.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes, Mr. Chairman; I
am delighted to do that. I will have a
further opportunity later to press that
point. I would hope that the members of
the Committee would have same con-
sideration for the rights of men, rather
than for the prerogative of Ministers, to
ensure that if a decision is made it shall
stand up to test and not be at the whim of
the Minister who makes it. A decision
should not stand up in a test to the whim
of the Minister who makes it, but it should
be a decision of Parliament. So what is
the use of providing that a person shall
have the right to appear before an Inquiry,
if be has no guarantee that there is going
to be an Inquiry?

I am prepared to risk the possibiliry of
some frivolous appeals: but there -mill not
be many, because there will not be many
appeals. The numbers are not going to

run into thousands; and, I repeat, that did
not deter the Government with regard to
the rating in the metropolitan area--the
number of appeals that were likely to be
heard-and frivolous appeals at that, in
some cases. That was no argument there.
So here, in a very serious matter-and
make no mistake about that; this is a very
serious matter-we should ensure that this
appeal should take place if the person who
wants it asks for it.

Mr. WILD: I am going to have this mat-
ter looked at forthwith. Therefore, r
move-

That the Chairman do now report
progress and ask leave to sit again at
a later stage of the sitting.

Mr. Tonkin: Now we are getting some-
where!

Motion put and passed.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit

again,

CHAMBERLAIN INDUSTRIES PTY.
LTD. (RELEASE OF DEBT) BILL

Message: Appropriation

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending ap-,ropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading
Debate resumed, from the 7th November,

on the following motion by Mr. Court
(Minister for Industrial Development):

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) (12.16 p.m.]; This Bill pro-
poses to empower the Commissioners of
the Rural and Industries Bank of Western
Australia and the Treasurer of the State
to release and discha.rge Chamberlain
Inrdustries Pty. Ltd. from liability to pay
a certain amount of money and for other
incidental purposes. Naturally, I am ex-
tremely interested in anything which hap-
pens to this industry and which is likely
to happen to it. Together with Mr. Norman
Pernie who, at the time, was Director of
Industrial Development in Western Aus-
tralia, it was my privilege to play a very
important part in having this industry
established In Western Australia. It could
be very interesting to briefly recount what
happened at that time.

It was published in the newspapers that
the Chamberlain family of Melbourne. Vic-
toria, proposed to est-ablish in Australia
an industry to manufacture agricultural
tractors. No industry of such a kind had
ever previously existed in this country.
So we made contact with members of the
Chamberlain family and we found they
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were established at Melbourne as a manu-
facturing enterprise, being mainly con-
cerned at the time with the manufacture
of pistons for motor vehicles.

We talked to them about the possibility
of Western Australia making some appeal
to them as a location for the proposed in-
dustry to manufacture agricultural trac-
tors. We prevailed upon them to the extent
of obtaining an undertaking from them
that they would come over to Perth and
have a look around. They came: they
looked around: they made Inquiries; and
subsequently-to make a long story very
short-they agreed to establishl their pro-
Posed industry at Welhpool.

Western Australia was very fortunate in
having the Welshpool set-up available
after the war. Most members will recol-
lect the centre was built up at Welshpool
during the war for thle manufacture of
small arms. It was owned by the Com-
monwealth Government, and members of
that Government agri'ed to co-operate
with Western Australia to the extent of
making the centre available on very gener-
ous terms, and in making available also
the Plant and equipment located there to
the extent required by the Chamberlain
f amily.

The task of reorganising Welshpool to
enable tractor production to be under-
taken was carried on as speedily as cir-
cumstances would permit, and in due
course the industry went into operation
and production.

The history of the management of the
concern was not always a happy one, and
many difficulties did develop along the
way, with the result that changes in
management took place from time to time.
Changes in the board of management took
place, and it was not murprising to find
losses accumulating in view of the inter-
ruptions and other things which occurred.

It was indeed fortunate to find the
industry producing, right from the begin-
fling, machines of good quality, machines
v~hich were reliable, and machines which
von from the farmers who purchased and
used them considerable credit and, indeed,
praise. I think it can safely be said now
it was the quality of the production f rom
the industry which really kept the indus-
try in operation, and caused the Govern-
wient of that time to give to the industry
the additional moneys which were required
to enable It to maintain production and,
indeed. considerably to increase production
in, the later Periods.

In his speech in connection with the
Bill the Minister referred to the all-party
committee which was set up in this House
in, I think, the year 1955. That commit-
tee arose out of a motion moved in this
House at the time by the then Leader of
the Parliamentary Country Party (The
Hon. A. F. Watts). Mr. Watts moved
for the appointment of a Select Committee
to investigate the affairs of the company

and the industry. I thin~k it is fair to say
his move was prompted largely by a feel-
ing amongst some farmers that there would
be less Government loan moneys available
for public works, such as water supplies
in country areas, so long as it was neces-
sary for large sums of loan money to be
made available to this industry.

Clearly it could have been risky, and
even dangerous for a Select Committee to
be appointed to investigate the affairs of
the industry: because had such a com-
mittee been set up it would have been
nothing less than reasonable to have had
a public inquiry by the Select Committee.
and opportunity would thereby have been
available for people who would have had
a vested interest in trying to do Chamber-
lain Industries harm to come along and
put up whatever it pleased them to put up.
The fact that they might have been re-
futed at a later stage would not have
helped much, because they could have done
considerable damage to the industry in the
meantime.

In fact it is true to say, Mr. Speaker, as
you would doubtless have known, that
many rumours were circulated deliberately
against this industry by some people who
were serving other vested interests in the
same field. I heard those rumours now
and then; and it was certain the only
objective of creating the rumours, and of
circulating them, was to do Chamberlain
Industries as much damage as possible, and
consequently to cause as many people as
possible, particularly farmers, to lose faith
in the industry.

Therefore I proposed in the House at
the time the setting up of an all-party
committee as an alternative to the ap-
pointment of a Select Committee, and
finally everybody agreed an all-party
committee would be preferable to a Select
Committee. The Minister gave the names
of the all-party committee, and they were
the present Minister for Industrial flevel-
opment, The Hon. A. F. Watts, the Present
member for Beeloo (Mr. Jamieson), and
myself.

The work of the committee went on for
a remarkably long period of time. How
all the other members of Parliament who
were here then stood it, I would not know.
I remember very clearly, Mr'. Speaker, you
were impatient about it because, as mem-
ber for Blackwood, every now and then
you asked questions as to what had
happened to the committee, or, more
correctly, how the inquiries of the com-
mittee were proceeding, and when they
were likely to be completed. In fact, I
remember one day you asked me whether
I was trying to emulate Sir George Reed
because I gave a "Yes-No answer' to a
single question which you asked. it was
necessary for me to point out to you at
the time that you had included two
questions in the one question, the answer
to one of those two Questions being "Yes",
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and the answer to the other being, "No."'
I can see from the genial smile upon your
countenance you remember clearly and
with some enjoyment the occasion to which
I have just referred. However, the com-
mittee did finally complete its investiga-
tions and arrive at certain recommenda-
tions which were placed in the hands of
the then Government and generally ap-
proved, and at a later date were published
and became public property.

Before the all-party committee was es-
tablished, the Government had been
fortunate, I think, in obtaining, as general
manager for the industry, Mr. C. Adams.
He was, at the time we succeeded in mak-
ing an agreement with him, employed, I
think, by the firm of Tomlinson Ltd. It
was evident from the time Mr. Adams took
over the general managership o1 Chamber-
lain Industries that he would do a re-
markably good Job in that extremely
responsible position. Time has proven all
of the good anticipations that were held
regarding his abilities when he was first
appointed. He has indeed done a magnifi-
cent job for the industry.

Now that my Deputy Leader has re-
turned to his seat I am going to take the
risk of also saying somnething in favour of
Mr. Maher In relation to his activities as
chief accountant of Chamberlain Indus-
tries. For several years he served in that
Position, and IE think it fair to say he had
to be far more than chief accountant at
the works because some of the managers.
through no fault of their own, were not
able to measure up to all of the responsi-
bilities which were placed upon them. This
necessitated activity on the part of Mr.
Maher going well outside the field of
accountancy at the works; and I think,
in the circumstances, he did a remarkably
good job.

The Minister gave us some information
on the progress of the industry in more
recent years. He quoted some figures
showing the profits of the industry for
each of the last four years- The total
amount of profit for those four years is
approximately £630,000. Those figures,
in themselves, speak fairly eloquently of
the Progress the industry has made and
of the great contribution it has made to
the farming industry In Western AusraliaL
and, to a lesser extent, the Practical con-
tribution to the farming industries in most
of the Eastern States of Australia.

The Industry has widened the variety
of its products and has found a ready sale
for those lines of production. I understand
it has also been able to obtain some orders
from overseas countries. As to the basis
of the quality and suitability of the
machines it sends to overseas countries, I
would think the industry would have
nothing to fear and it could look forward
to an expanding overseas market; provided
the price factor was such as to enable the
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Chamberlain machines to compete on an
equal basis on such overseas markets as
the industry is able to enter.

The Minister also gave us some extremely
interesting figures. on the amount of bounty
paid to the industry during the last five
years. These payments, of course, have a
direct relationship to the profit levels
which have been achieved. The total
amount of bounty obtained in the last
five years is approximately £1,432,000. This
is a very large amount of money in total.
However, payment of the bounty has been
justified in the circumstances, and I think.
no-one in Western Australia would com-
plain about a situation in which an in-
dustry in this State gained some financial
benefit from Commonwealth bounty pay-
ments.

We In this State receive only chicken-
feed, as it were, in that field, compared
to what is received by some industries in
the Eastern States. In addition, and
which is very important. Western Australia
in past years has received very little bene-
fit and has suffered a great deal of dis-
advantage from the national policy of pro-
tecting secondary industries in Australia.
So I think we can accept, without any
feeling of worry, concern, or shamefaced-
ness, the comparatively large amount of
bounty money which has been paid from
Commonwealth revenue during the last
five years in relation to the lame number
of agricultural tractors and other mach-
ines produced at Welshpool within our own
State.

The purpose of the Bill is to place, be-
yond any possible legal doubt, the writing-
down activities in relation to the total
capital of the industry which the Com-
missioners of the Rural and Industries
Bank have already effected in the books,
accounts, and records of the bank, the
industry, and the Treasury. The writing-
down processes were carried out mostly
upon the recommendation of the all-party
committee. The amount of money in-
volved is £1,750,000, Most Of it having been
advanced by the Rural and Industries
Bank to the industry in difficult years.

Some people might feel that the com-
paratively large amount of capital to be
written off is indeed a very serious loss
to the State even in these days when
£1,000,000 is not so very much compared
with what it was when the member for
Stirling and myself were teenagers, never-
theless the total amount which has already
been written off in the books and records
is quite a big sum. Yet if we compare
that total amount of write-off with the
very great contribution which this indus-
try has made in many directions to the
better development of farming; to the
greater production of wealth on the farms;
to the provision of substantial employment
directly within the industry and indirectly
in a considerable number of other indus-
tries, we can say with every confidence,
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and with every truth, that the industry,
on balance, has made a marvellous con-
tribution to Western Australia's industrial
development, and to our progress in other
fields.

I emphasise again the industry 'was the
first of Its kind to be established and to
be operated in Australia. If we could have
an investigation into the establishment
and early operation of every other large-
scale manufacturing industry established
in Australia for the first time, I think
we would find considerable costs were in-
curred initilly in establishing the Indus-
try, improving It, and in getting it to a
stage where it was not only producing a
first-class article or machine, but was also
producing that article or machine on a
payable basis. Those who have had ex-
perience of this sort of thing, or those
who investigated such happenings, would
know that a great deal of capital cost is
always used up in establishment costs; in
bringing an industry to a stage where it
operates smoothly and properly.

I think the classic example is to be found
in the establishment by General Motors
Holdens Ltd. in Australia of an industry
to manufacture motorcars. The initial
capital cost, and the Initial losses In con-
nection with the G.M.H. enterprise in
Australia were very great indeed. It is
also true to say that even General Motors
Holdens Ltd., with all the experience
behind it of operating a great motor
vehicle manufacturing enterprise in
America, was not able Initially to choose
the right type of men.

It is not my intention to go into the
subject, because I have nio desire to say,
'Bill Smith was the first chief executive

entrusted with the responsibility of pro-
ducing a car made by General Motors
Holdens Ltd. in Australia and failed.",
The fact remains, however, the company
had to make changes before the stage was
reached when an industry was established
in Australia. and before the industry was
able to Proceed ahead to successfully and
profitably manufacture Holden motor
vehicles in this country.

So if we had that situation, as indeed
we did, with a great and highly skilful
private enterprise company such as Gen-
eral Motors Holdens Ltd.. then it is
not to be marvelled at that we would nave
the experience we had in connection with
Chamberlain Industries, when the industry
was being developed by a family which
had no practical previous experience in
the production of tractors of any kind; a
family which did not have any great capi-
tal of its own, because the Chamberlains
had worked up as it were from nowhere,
to become quite skilled manufacturers of
pistons.

I think today we can rejoice in the fact
that the industry survived, and has
reached a basis now where it operates very

successfully and profitably, and where its
products, as always previously, are of
extremely good quality and altogether re-
liable.

In the second part of his speech the
Minister took us into his confidence and
became almost friendly disposed towards
the Opposition in relation to what the
Government has in mind for the industry.
I think the Minister surprised every
member of the Opposition by expressing
his appreciation to us for the attitude we
have shown towards this industry since
we have been the Opposition.

The Minister appeared to have some
tone of surprise that we should have been
as good as we were towards the industry;
as friendly disposed towards it as we were.
I think the Minister must have forgotten
we established the industry; that I am one
of the Joint fathers of the industry.
Naturally we would do everything possible
to assist it, and nothing to harm It.

I have no desire to introduce a jarring
note into the proceedings, or even to start
a ripple upon the friendly waters of the
Minister's implication. However, I would
permit myself the liberty of saying I wish
that when we were in Government, the
members of the then opposition had been
as friendly disposed towards the industry
as we have been since we ourselves bave
been the Opposition In this Parliament.

The Minister went into considerable
detail regarding the set-up he would like
to see created to enable this industry to
be taken over by a company. He told us
of his desire, and, presumably, the wishes
of his colleagues in the Ministery. to have
this industry taken over by the people
of Western Australia; to have the em-
ployees of the company enjoy the right of
such shareholdings as they might be in
a position financially to acquire over a
period, on the basis of paying so much
per share down and so much per year
afterwards, until they had completed full
payment for such shares for which they
applied, and which were allocated to them
earlier.

Sitting sus pended from 12.50 to 2.15 p.m.

Adjournment of Debate

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) [2.15 p.m.]:
I move-

That the debate be adjourned until
Tuesday, the 15th January, 1963.

ME. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for
Industrial Development) [2.16 P.M.]: on
behalf of the Government I have to op-
pose this motion. This move is just a
backdoor method of trying to defeat the
Bill. Whilst the House is in session it is
important that a decision be made on this
particular measure. I do not think I need
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to go into detail on the provisions of the
Bill, as I have said all I wanted to say dur-
ing its introduction.

Motion (adjournment of debate) put
and a division taken with the following
result:-

Aye-
Mr. Bickerton
Mr. radMr. Cra
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hal
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. D. 0. May

Noes--
Mr. flovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Outbut
Mr. Hart
Dr. Hen

Ayes
Mr. Evens
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Real

Majority against-2.

-16
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldfield
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Howberry
Mr. Seweli
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Davies

(Tell
-i6
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis

Mr. 1. W. Manning
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Runciman
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williams
Mr. O'Neil

(Tell

Noes
Mr. Burt
Mr. Crag
Mr. O'Connor

Motion (adjournment of debate) thus
negatived.

Debate Resumed on Motion

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) [2.23 p.m.]:
I gather now, from the attitude adopted
here, that the Minister will know the Op-
position is opposed to this Bill. Unf or-
tunately my leader was not able to com-
plete his speech, as circumstances de-
manded that he be absent on resumption,
However, it is our intention to oppose this
Bill for many and varied reasons, but
principaiiy because of what occurred with
regard to the sale of other State enter-
prises. We feel that if the Government
is given an opportunity to legally quit the
debt this company has now tied up with
the Rural and Industries Bank it would be
an invitation for the Government to quit
on a similar basis to private enterprise at
an inequitable figure the company of
Chamberlain Industries.

Earlier today I heard quite a historical
reminiscence by the leader of my party
in connection with Chamberlain Industries,
as we did from the Minister yesterday.
They both dealt fairly extensively with the
activities of the joint committee that In-
quired into matters affecting Chamberlain
industries when it was in a bad state of
development some few years ago. I served
with other members on that commlittee
and I would say we are very grateful to
see the firm on the established basis that
it is today.

However, now that it is established as
a going and paying concern the Rural and
Industries Bank should hold it as an as-
set and let it develop in the way it has
done over the past several years. When

we were inquiring into matters that af-
fected the company some years ago the
greatest Problem seemed to be not mis-
management, but possibly over-manage-
ment and the many changes in the policy
of the company. It is interesting to note
that the firm of Chamberlain, which
started the company, had something like
£150 involved; and the company was
established entirely upon the basis of Gov-
ernment guarantees through the medium
of the Rural and Industries Bank.

I feel there is something sinister behind
the present attitude, The Minister intro-
duced this legislation only yesterday, and
it is not a complex Bill. Therefore, if it
were so important that the measure be in-
troduced, surely this could have been done
earlier in the session so the Opposition
would have been allowed an abundance of
time in which to make the necessary re-
search and ascertain the attitude of the
Commissioners of the Rural and Industries
Bank. We should have been able to do
that rather than have to accept the atti-
tude of those commissioners as expressed
by the Minister in charge of the bank. In
those circumstances we would have had
a better idea as to what their attitude was.

I feel that, as bankers, they would not
want to lose the book coverage of a sub-
stantial Industry-and that is what Cham-
berlain Industries is at the present time.
The committee that dealt with the affairs
of this company some time ago agreed in
principle to the writing off of this debt.
The necessary action was never taken; and
if this debt Provides a hold over the sale
of this industry, well that is all to the
good.

I think the Minister implied that dur-
ing the course of the inquiry everything
went along very happily. However, we
had some rather divergent views on the
whole matter. As a matter of fact, It
was my opinion at one stage that it would
be advisable to close the company down
because of the various propositions that
were put forward, as there was very little
clear thinking in evidence; and because
of the inability to obtain a person who
could effectively manage the affairs of
Chamberlain Industries in this State.

It was an industry of a mechanical
nature; and from inquiries we found it
was almost impossible to attract a top-
flight overseas administrator to come here
and look after the company as that would
have entailed such a man leaving the
occupation in which he had obtained his
knowledge. It is true that the present
manager was obtained and he proved to
be a very able and fit Person to manage
the affairs of this industry.

At the time of the committee many
moves were made which were not desir-
able. Attempts were made to put various
people on the board of directors, and that
sort of thing. As a, consequence, I was
suspicious that the motives behind some
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of the moves of the committee were not
as open and straight forward as they
appeared at first sight. Evidently there
is now considerable scope for the sale of
this company's product; and it has been
indicated by the Minister that in the
future the firm intends to produce addi-
tional farming equipment. If that be the
case, I do not see why the company should
not be left alone so that it can continue
to be run as it is now.

Earlier this year, at a function to cele-
brate the number of tractors the company
had produced, I was amazed to hear the
Minister make the statement that all
darties in the Parliament were in agree-
ment as to the future management of
Chamberlain Industries. That was never
so. There was never a degree of unani-
mity on this issue at any time. There was
no agreement as to what the future man-
agement should be or what the future set-
up of the company should be. It is true
that consideration was given to various
aspects affecting Chamberlain Industries
at the time, but no agreement was ever
reached that it would be wise to do one
thing and not wise to do another.
Therefore, I think the statement of the
Minister was quite an erroneous one to
have been made before the People Present
and the tradesmen who were working at
Chamberlain Industries at that time.

Mr. Court: Are you going back on the
committee's findings--the recommenda-
tions which have been adopted? Are you
going back on them now?

Mr, JAMIESON: That was never clearly
stated-that it should be a public com-
pany- We did deal with the matter, and
we gave consideration to the future of
the company so far as its management
was concerned; but we did not finally
decide that it should be either one or the
other. The company is at present building
up an export trade; and to that end I
think it is advisable that we should not
alter the present mode of management or
change It over to another sort of company.

I understand that there is a group of
tractors being exported to Manila. The
company is already exporting to New
Zealand, India. and Singapore; and I
understand that at one time it exported
tractors to South America. There was the
possibility of a considerable export market
in the Americas, but shipping difficulties
were of paramount importance. In view
of this export trade I see no reason wly
we should change the management of the
company at this particular Juncture.

The amount of money which it is pro-
posed should be written off legally by the
passing of this Bill would, In effect, relieve
the Rural and Industries Bank from some-
thing which is still on its books. The Min-
ister has to realise that tractor production
throughout the world Is fast approaching
a vast monopolistic combine. He stated

that shares would be offered to local people,
farmers, and so on; but in a very short
space of time there might be a company
which might wish to close down this Paz-
ticular firm. Those people who have been
closely associated with rural production
during the past few Years know that
Chamberlain Industries has cornered a
lion's share of the market; anid, having
done so, it could cause detrimental sales
of other makes of tractors.

Mr. Lewis;, Only from the point of view
of other machines, of course.

Mr. JAMIESON: There is only one par-
ticular machine which appears to suit the
desires of most farmers. In the main the
Chamberlain tractor is the most suitable
one for the work which has to be carried
out on the farms,

Mr. Lewis: It makes more than tractors.

Mr. JAMIESON: It makes farming im-
plements.

Mr. Lewis; But it does not have a very
big range.

Mr. JAMIESON: But it was the com-
pany's intention that the range be In-
creased. At one time it used to make
considerably more than it does now. The
fact is that the company has a consider-
able hold on the market-something like
General Motors with Its Holden cars In
Australia. Other manufacturers of tractors
may be Jealous.

The company's chief competitor would
be the Ferguson company. That is one
company which comes readily to mind.
With the vast capital which Is at its dis-
posal, that company could take over any
company, such as Chamberlain Industries,
which has a capital of £500,000. That
would be no problem to a large company.
Chamberlain Industries would then be re-
duced to being a spare parts depot for
the purpose of supplying orders. If the
company were taken over I think every-
body In this State--not only the farmers
-would feel they had lost something for
which they had gone to a good deal of
trouble, and on which a goad deal of the
taxpayers' money, through the Rural and
Industries Bank, had been spent to estab-
lish it on its present basis.

It is with regret that I cannot subscribe
at this stage to the Minister's Bill. I am
very much against it; and, In fact, I did
take advantage of Standing Orders in an
endeavour to kill the Bill. However, it
was not the will of the House, and it is
still before us. The only thing we can do
now is to speak against the Bill and hope
that the House will not accept a measure
which would be a further encouragement
to those who give away-and do not, in
effect, sell at a reasonable price-an enter-
prise which is making a worth-while profit
in this; State.



[Thuirsday, 8 November, 1962.1 22

MR. CORNELL (Mt. Marshall) 12.35
jhm.J1: If I should keep rigidly within the
four walls of this measure then my remarks
must necessarily be confined to the desir-
.ability or otherwise of writing off the
amount of money authorised by the Bill.
.In view of the latitude given to certain
other speakers, I have no doubt, Mr.
Speaker, you wil extend to me the same
consideration.

The history *of Chamberlain Industries
is well known to members of the House.
It was fairly covered this morning by the
Leader of the Opposition, and there is no
need for me to recapitulate the experience
of these concerned, except to say that the
margjn of the company's survival was very,
very small.

Originally, the policy of the company,
so far as sales were concerned, was to
endeavour to have farmers deal direct with
the company in Perth. This was. presu-
ably, to reduce costs and to do away with
the middleman. No country agents were,
in consequence, appointed for many years.
However. that policy did not succeed. Sub-
sequently, country dealers and agents were
appointed with, I think, a good deal of
success.

The product is. as we know, an excellent
one; and Chamberlain Industries is secur-
ing a goodly share of the agricultural
machinery market in this State. Admit-
tedly Its lines are relatively limited. But
those implements which it does produce
are well received by farmers; and its sales
mnust be regarded as being in good shaipe.
Like the member for Beeloo, I trust the
conditioning of the company's finances and
debts will not be in the nature of a
softening-up process or a takeover bid, or
a sell-out of the company to one of its
current competitors.

There is no doubt that some talk along
those lines did take place, and there was
some proposal that Chamberlain Industries
should go over to another machinery firm.
What stage that situation reached, I do
not know. Perhaps when the Minister re-
plies to the debate he can give the House
some information concerning the future of
Chamberlain Industries In that particular
respect, and can give an assurance that
the company will not be taken over but,
so far as he can ascertain, will continue to
trade in its own right.

Admittedly, as it is to become a public
company, that assurance may not be easy
for the Minister to give: but I should think
he ought to give some indication as to the
future of the company and the possibilities,
if any, of its future in regard to amalgama-
tion or absorption by another machinery
set-up. The service given by Chamberlain
Industries at the present time is a~n excel-
lent one, and farmers would not be happy,
I1 would say, to see the organisation sold-
particularly to the firm which made some
overtures about Its purchase, because the
service given to the farming Industry by
that particular company is not good. With
those few remarks, I support the Bill.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) (2A0
p.m.l: I have some reservations, similar to
those expressed by the member for Mt,
Marshall, in regard to this Bill, and I draw
members' attention to the long title which
includes the words "and for incidental and
other purposes".

I am wondering whether the ultimate
disposal of this industry Is imminent.
or even possible at a. later date; whether
it is in fact, one of the "incidental
purposes"; whether, in effect, this Bill Is
the start of that procedure. They say that
coming events cast their shadows before.
and I1 am wondering whether this measure
is a shadow of things to come. I certainly
hope not, but I have heard several remarks
passed about it. I have heard something
about assurances, too; but I would like an
assurance-sa categorical assuranc-from
the Minister that this will not be the ulti-
mate fate of Chamberlain Industries.

Mr. Court: What is that?
Mr. FLETCHER: I would lie a cate-

gorical assurance that this is not a portent
in relation to the disposal of this industry
to some big overseas company whose In-
t~erests would be disadvantageous to the
State of Western Australia. I want an
assurance from the Minister that that Will
not happen, but I do not notice any assur-
ance from anyone on the other side of the
House.

Mr. Tonkin: It would not make any dif-
ference.

Mr. Court: Give me a chance to reply
and I will tell You all about It.

Mr. FLETCHER: I sincerely hope the
Minister will be able to reassure me; but
this write-off of £1,750,000-

Mr. Tonkin: We have had these assur-
ances before; and what difference do they
make?

Mr. Brand: Don't be stupid!
Mr. FLETCHER:. -will Make it a

very attractive proposition to overseas big
business interests.

Mr. Court: This sum had already been
-written off by the previous Government.

Mr. FwLETCHER: But if there are any
legal impediments of which I am not con1-
scious, because T have had no legal train-
ing, they could make a considerable differ-
ence.

Mr. Tonkin: The debt is the legal im-
pediment. It is sticking out a mile.

Mr. FLETCHER: That is the point I am
trying to make. I quite agree that while
the debt is in existence the proposition is
an unattractive one. The Minister is aL
businessman and he would admit that
while that possible debt of £1,'750,000 is In
existence the proposition is an unattractive
one, but if that were written off, some
company at a future date-

Mr. Court: What was the previous Gov-
ernment doing when it wrote it off? Was
it only fooling?
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Mr. FLETCHER: The previous Govern-
ment was not fooling.

Mr. Tonkin: Did the Rural and indus-
tries Bank write theirs off?

Mr. FLETCHER: This matter could be
raised at some subsequent date and there
could be argument as to whether or not
the debt was legally written off, and the
Minister has not attempted to reassure us
on the point. It is not what the Minister
has said but what he has not said in rela-
tion to this Bill that I would like to hear
about. He said he would tell us more in
his reply, and I shall be very glad to get
a categorical assurance from him in re-
gard to the point. I am concerned about
it and so are many other people. We want
to know what will happen to this company.

it 'was public money that resurrected the
Industry. I1 will admit it was not favour-
ably launched originally; but public money
was used for the purpose and, in effect, It
is public money that has been written off.
Members on both sides of the House are
here as caretakers of the public's best in-
terests. It is my responsibility to speak at
least on behalf of those whom I represent
-those who live in my portion of Western
Australia.

In support of my contention as to what
could happen I draw members' attention to
what happened in relation to General
Motors Holdens Ltd. The Minister is prob-
ably aware that some shares in this Ameri-
can subsidiary in Australia were held by
Australian shareholders. But those shares
are now no longer held by Australians and,'consequently, the entire profits of the com-
pany leave Australia. The American com-
pany acquired the handful of shares held
by Australian stockholders.

In view of that experience, and the fact
that the Minister said shares in Chamber-
lain Industries would be made available
to the company's employees, it is not out-
side the bounds of possibility, or probabil-
ity, that a company could acquire those
shares at a very attractive price from the
employees concerned. The Minister will
admit that those shares could be bought
at a, price which would be attractive to the
small shareholders.

Before the Minister interjects, let me ask
him one question. He talks about a pub-
lic company, and I want to know what
members of the public he means. Borne
facade could be built up to give the im-
pression that a local concern was acquir-
ing the shares when in effect it could be
some overseas interest that was using some
local company for creating the impression
that the shares were being acquired
locally when in effect they were being pur-
chased by some big overseas interest.

If you, Mr. Speaker, will allow me to
deviate a little on this question, let me
say I do not want to see a similar situa-
tion created to that which exists in the
building trade. Practically all building
materials now used in the erection of

homes and other buildings in Western Aus-
tralia have to be purchased from what
really constitutes a monopoly-I refer to
the Hawker Siddeley Group and its sub-
sidiaries, including brickworks, cement
works, fibro cement works, and so on.
Practically without exception those build-
ing materials have to be purchased from
a monopoly, and I do not want to see asimilar situation created in regard to
Chamberlain Industries, which is now a
public asset.

I have reservations about this measure,
it is necessary to say whether or not one
supports a Bill; but if I support it I do
so with extreme doubts and, if necessary,
I will take contrary action in the Commit-
tee stage. However, at this juncture I
very regretfully and temporarily support
it-

Mr. Brand: Don't spoil a good speech!I

Mr. FLETCHER: -but I am suspicious
of the procedure that Is being adopted.
I want to see this wonderful asset retained
for and on behalf of Western Australia
and not for and on behalf of any overseas
or other interests.

MR. BRADY (Swan) [2.48 p.m.): I
feel disposed to have a few words to say
about this Bill. At the outset let me say
I followed with some interest the progress
made by Chamberlain Industries after the
firm took over the Welshpool works. over
te years I was an organiser for the

Munition Workers' Union and I visited
that establishment almost every week dur-
ing the war. Therefore, when Chamber-
lain Industries took it over I was pleased
to see some worth-while organisation
being established, and I well remember
the first tractor that was turned out by
the plant at the official unveiling. Then
I foresaw great possibilities for the in-
dustry,

Judging from the Minister's remarks
last evening, it would appear that this
industry is now getting into a position
where it can pay its way; and If this Bill
is likely to have the effect of handing the
plant over to some firm outside of Western
Australia, then, naturally, I am 100 per
cent. opposed to it.

It seems rather ironical that the tax-
payers of Western Australia can be made
to carry an industry in Western Austra-
lia while it is a losing concern. All the
taxpayers have to pay-both the lowly and
the high; the rich and the poor. Appar-
ently when it shows some semblance of
becoming a profit-making organisation
there is the possibility of its being sold
to somebody outside the State. As a mem-
ber of Parliament, with a full realisation
of what I am saying, I would point out
that one of my regrets and sorrows is
that there are so many commodities used
in Western Australia which are controlled
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from outside the State: and the taxpayers
of Western Australia have to pay through
the nose for the service they receive.

In Chamberlain Industries we have
something which appears to open up great
possibilities-firstly, because local raw
materials are used; secondly, because em-
ployment is provided; thirdly, because it
provides an opportunity for young people
to learn a trade; fourthly, because it gives
the primary producers security in the
knowledge that they will have their own
tractors manufactured in Western Aus-
tralia: and, fifthly, because the profits
which are made out of the Organisation
can be returned to the taxpayers who
take the initial risk In the early stages of
the establishment of the industry.

If this Bill allows somebody outside
Western Australia to have and control
this industry, I would regret it very much.
If it has to be passed out of the hands of
the Treasury and the Rural and Industries
Bank-it appears they have the control
at the moment-I hope it will be passed
to the co-operative Organisatlon of West-
ern Australia in which Westralian Farm-
ers have a big say, and in which I suppose
95 per cent, of the farmers of Western
Australia have some say, and with which
the primary producers would have an
opportunity to become associated..

I know that at one time there was an
American Organlisation interested in Chamn-
berlain Industries. One can understand
why it was interested. On the one hand, we
have the Wundowie ironworks fully estab-
lished and turning out the raw material:
and, on the other, we have a State of
1,000,000 square miles of which, I suppose.
one-third can be used for primary produc-
tion, providing an outstanding market for
tractors. As was mentioned earlier, gen-
eral motors Holdens Ltd. has done a great
job in the motor industry; but the same
thing can be said for Chamberlain Indus-
tries in the manufacture of tractors.

I know that when Chamberlain Indus-
tries first came to Western Australia the
trade unions were invited to a meeting
by the Employers Federation. They were
told that one of the reasons why the firm
had come to Western Australia to estab-
itsh an industry was the marvellous indus-
trial relationship evident in this State be-
tween employers and employees. Subse-
quently we know that with the co-opera-
tion of the employees, the State Treasury,
and the Rural and Industries Bank, the
firm has now been able to provide a
machine which farmers seek, and which is
in demand and which is being distributed
throughout Australia. At the moment it
is also being sent overseas. For the life of
me I cannot understand why we should
make it possible for this Organisation to
be transferred to somebody else.

While I would like Chamberlain Indus-
tries to be relieved of the legal respon-
sibility In order to give its management

some incentive and plans for greater
things in the future, I am reluctant to
agree to this procedure if, by giving this
legal relief, it will permit the industry to
be sold to somebody else; somebody who
has done nothing to promote the industry,
and nothing in relation to the risks that
have been taken by the taxpayers of West-
ern Australia in establishing this instru-
mentality.

I am certainly most sympathetic about
the employees receiving some vested in-
terest in the Product they produce; but
I would also like to see the farmers of
Western Australia derive some satisfaction
from the use of a local tractor. I am loth
to support the Bill, because I feel that
the Government will ultimately dispose of
this industry which has been built up
and which, a~t this stage, should be kept.
in the best interests of the taxpayers of
Western Australia, to return profits to
the taxpayers and help retrieve some of
the losses, and the money spent in the
early days.

The State has earned the right to con-
tinue this industry for the next decade or
so, in any case, particularly because of
the risks taken by the taxpayers. It is
galling to think that private enterprise
should use the taxpayers' money whilst
losses are being experienced, but once
there is a possibility of profits being made
the small taxpayer should be asked to risk
the loss of the industry to the State.

The immediate advantages of having
this company controlled in Western. Aus-
tralia, and turning out products in West-
tern Australia, must give considerable
satisfaction to local people who use the
products. It provides them with a great
deal of security in the knowledge that, in
the use of these products, they will not be
held up to ransom as they are in the case
of other products, particularly those used
by primiary producers.

If there is any chance of this industry
being lost to the taxpayers of Western
Australia I hope the first people to be
given an opportunity to buy into it will
be the co-operative movement of Western
Australia, which first and foremost is out
to help the State and the primary pro-
ducers. and, to a lesser extent, the tax-
payers of Western Austraflia generally.

In view of the risk involved, and in view
of the fact that it is not absolutely essen-
tial that this industry be relieved of its
legal liability-because, after all, I do not
think it will make or break It-I will op-
Pose the Bill.

I have nothing further to say except
that I regret the Minister has this objec-
tive in mind in his endeavour to get this
Bill through, having regard for what the
Government has done in the case of
Hawker Siddeley. It is unfortunate that
the report of the committee which in-
quired into Chamberlain Industries is not
available In the House at the moment for
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members to read. I understand from in-
quiry from one of the staff that the ori-
ginal report was not tabled. At the time,
the Premier had this to say in Hansard on
the 29th November, 1957, Page 3902-

The outlook for the Government is
now greatly improved, and it is hoped
that with the help of the Committee's
recommendation the industry will suc-
cessfully continue on a long-term basis
without further demands on the Trea-
sury, and will be financed and operated
in due course on normal commercial
lines.

I felt I should read that to the House.
There has been some cross-fire between
the member for Beeloo. and the Minister,
as to whether the original committee re-
commended that this enterprise should be
sold to a company. If one has not access
to the committee's report one cannot
satisfy oneself whether that recommen-
dation was made or not.

Whilst I would like to see more money
go into this industry so that it could
expand its activities and help primary pro-
ducers in Western Australia with the pro-
duction of tractors and other implements
used for primary produ~ction, I am reluc-
tant to support this Bill in its present
form, because I feel the Minister has not
made a sufficient disclcsure to this House
as to what is actually In the Government's
mind. The Opposition might have unani-
mously supported the Minister if he had
been more open and frank about the in-
tentions of the Government.

Although we had statements last night
from the Minister regarding the profits of
the company, the bounty, and so on, there
is always lurking at the back of the minds
of the Opposition the fact that this in-
dustry can be sold overnight to somebody
whose financial interest: are not in West-
ern Australia or Australia, but possibly
overseas-somebody wl,o would not care
a tinker's curse about the little taxpayer
in Western Australia beng Pushed further
into the ground in his domestic and social
relations, but who would have regard only
for the making of profits.

I oppose the Bill and hope that some
members on the Government side will see
the danger of allowing it to Pass in its
present form. I hope the Bill will be
lost in this session of Parliament so that
another Hill may be brought into the House
on a later occasion when we can be given
detailed information about the future of
this wonderful industry which was estab-
lished during the regime of a Labor Gov-
ernment.

lull. ROWBERRY (Warren) [3.2 p.m.]:
I would like to offer some thoughts on
this Bill which has for its purpose the
writing-off of something like £1,750,000
owed by Chamberlain Industries to the
Rural and Industries Bank. We are told
that when banks lend money they lend
money that has been deposited with them

by certain people in the community. In
other words, according to some people,
banks can lend no more than has been
deposited with them.

In this case we have the Rural and In-
dustries Bank advancing to Chamberlain
Industries £1,750,000 which is now pur-
ported to be written off. Who are the
depositors of the Rural and Industries
Bank? That is a question that should
interest us. It should also interest the
Premier, who is the Treasurer of the State.
According to the returns of the Rural and
Industries Hank the assets in that bank
belong to the people of Western Australia.
The T1reasurer has advanced over £9,000,000
to the finances of the Rural and Industries
Hank; and if the amount proposed to be
written off is written off the taxpayers of
Western Australia will be deprived of the
interest on £1,150,000.

Mr. Court: They do not get it now.
This was given administrative effect back
in 1957.

Mr. ROWBERRY: The fact that this
Bill is before the House shows they are en-
titled to it; otherwise legislative action
would not have been necessary to wipe this
asset off. This is still an asset of the
State, through the Rural and Industries
Bank; and, as the Minister has indicated.
there is every possibility of the company
repaying this loan of £1,750,000, together
with interest, to the taxpayers of Western
Australia.

I wonder what is going to happen when
the Treasurer goes before the Loan Council
and tells its members that he has written
off £1,750,000 out of loan funds. We have
heard the Treasurer explain to the House
that because of the attitude of the Loan
Council he has had to increase charges
and freights, as they affect the north-
west, and that the people in the north-
west cannot be subsidised. Yet we have
the Government willing to subsidise Cham-
berlain Industries--big business-to the
extent of £1,750,000.

Mr. Court: You do not seem to under-
stand that this has been written off in
Government accounts for over three Years,
The Executive Council minute is dated
March, 1959. The administrative decision
was made in 1957.

Mr. ROWBERRY: The Minister has in-
timated by interjection that this debt owed
by Chamberlain Industries to the Rural
and Indusries Bank has been written off
and can be ignored. If that be so, there
is no need for this legislation. There are
certain restrictions upon the sales of assets
and buildings, and if there are debts ac-
cruing to certain people on those assets
the sale cannot take place unless the con-
sent of the creditor is obtained. There-
fore I think the suspicion in the minds of
some speakers is well founded. There is
a suspicion that the motive behind this
Bill is a desire on the part of the Govern-
ment to get rid of Chamberlain Industries.
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The Minister has indicated to the House
that Chamberlain Industries is getting on
its feet; that it has gradually built up
funds; and that its profits have increased
during the last few years; and that the
position will be consolidated because of the
added liquidity which will be given to it be-
cause of this writing-off. If this writing-off
took place years ago, I cannot understand
why it had no effect on the accounts. I
cannot reconcile that at all.

Mr. Court: I don't think you want to.
It was written out of their books.

Mr. ROWBERRY; U it is true that the
trading of this company has increased
during the last few years and it is now
able to pay dividends, is that not all the
more reason why these dividends should
be paid to the taxpayers of Western Aus-
tralia? because these taxcpayers provided
this money out of loan funds. It was
advanced in the first place to the Rural
and Industries Bank out of loan funds, as
It must be under our system of orthodox
finance.

I am opposed to the Bill. I would not
mind if the Government were willing to
write off some of the little debts accrued
by little people with the same facility as
it is prepared to show towards big business.
I think this is a most inopportune time to
write off these debts which are owed to
the taxpayers of Western Australia. We
have an industry which is finding its feet;
an industry which has built itself up, and
an industry which has proved capable of
rehabilitating itself and repaying the debt,
and paying interest on the debt. How-
ever. we find this is the time when the
Government decides to forgo this debt
owed to the people of Western Australia.
For those reasons I oppose the Bill.

DM TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) 13.10 p.m.): The Leader
of the opposition has requested me to in-
form the House that he did not complete
his speech because he expected that we
would be continuing until 1 p.m. He has
not had an opportunity of resuming be-
cause he had a public engagement in his
electorate which necessitated his leaving
before the House resumed after lunch. He
asked me to say on his behalf that he was
very definitely opposed to the Bill because,
having regard to what the Government
did in connection with the disposal of the
State Building Supplies, he was not pre-
pared to trust the Government.

Mr. Orayden: It sounds like the Leader
of the Opposition had a change of heart
during the lunch suspension.

Mr. TONKCIN: The member for South
Perth thinks all sorts of things. He is
entitled to his opinion; but I am stating
the fact. 1 will give the reasons why the
opposition is opposed to this Bill if the
member for South Perth can contain him-
self sufficiently long to remain quiet and
listen.

We must necessarily consider the back-
ground of this matter in order to be in a
position to appreciate the Government's
intention, because it must be admitted that
frankness has never been an outstanding
characteristic of this Government. That
being so, it is necessary for the Opposi-
tion always to be on the alert to try to
find the ulterior motive, because almost
invariably, one is to be found.

If we look at the report of the State
Building Supplies, we find a very relevant
statement in connection with this mat-
ter. The following is to be found on page
4 of the 1960 report:-

Introduction and General
... The present Government was

elected on a declared policy of maxi-
mum encouragement of private enter-
prise with an expressed intention of
selling State Trading Concerns in all
cases where this could be achieved.
It assumed offce early in April, 195%
and took immediate steps towards im-
plementation of the general policy of
encouragement of private enterprise.

That is a statement by a well-known sup-
porter of the Government; and, of course.
it is a factual statement. It was common
knowledge that there were many negotia-
tions over a considerable time between the
Government and others--I could mention
some names if requested to do so-for the
disposal of Chamberlain Industries.

Mr. Court: Are you going to tell us the
names of some you negotiated with?

Mr. TONKIN; 1 will. International Har-
vesters was one.

Mr. Court: I am glad you have told
US.

Mr. TONKIN: We are frank on this side
of the House. We have nothing to hide.
It was common knowledge that the Gov-
erniment was attempting to sell. However.
it was not common knowledge--although
it was known to quite a number-that
there was a serious obstacle. I1 have for
months been expecting this Bill to remove
that obstacle, because I knew of its exist-
ence. I anm referring, of course, to the
doubt about the legality of the writing-off
which was purported to have been done,

Mr. Court: It is only a doubt, you know;
it is not a positive fact.

Mr. TONKIN: No; but it is of a sub-
stantial enough proportion to require this
Eml.

Mr. Court: To make sure of it.
Mr. TONKIN: Private companies, risjk-

ing their own funds, will not move whilst
there is a doubt. They throw the responsi-
bility on the Government to resolve the
problem.

Mr. Court: That is fair enough.
Mr. TONKIN: It is my belief that the

Government has negotiations still in train
for the disposal of these works; but whilst
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this obstacle remains there is no possibility
of doing business. It is because of that
doubt. I am sure of that in my own mind,
having regard to the information which
came to me from reliable sources at the
time. The Minister knows full well that
if it had not been f or this obstacle, these
works would most likely have been dis-
Dosed of by now.

Mr. Court: That is not correct.
Mr. TONKIN: Is it correct to say that

in the negotiations this particular position
was found to be an obstacle?

Mr. Court: Not an obstacle. The doubt
has been raised as to whether your writing-
off was in fact complete and final. When
you wrote it off you thought it was com-
plete and final.

Mr. TONKIN: That is so; we did. If
the concern with which the Government
was negotiating had thought it was com-
plete and final, this Bill would not have
been here and Chamberlain industries
would have been disposed of long ago.

Mvr. Court: No; you are quite wrong.
Mr. TONKIN: That Is my opinion, any-

way, in view of the declared policy of the
Government to dispose of these enterprises
as opportunity offers. The unfortunate
part is that the price does not matter. The
Government will go ahead with this
policy of disposing of State trading con-
cerns irrespective of the loss to the State.
calling upon its taxing powers to make
good the loss subsequently, and loading the
burden upon the people. That is what I
object to.

Mr. Court: You would have gladly given
this away for nothing, you know, when
you were negotiating.

Mr. TONIN: The situation is entirely
different now, and that is another reason
why we should not agree to this Hill. The
State, having had to bear the tremendous
burden of the establishment of these works
should now derive some benefit from them
as a State. Private enterprise should not
be able to get the advantage which has
cost the State so much.

Mr. Court: You know you would have
sold them for nothing.

Mr. TONKIN: Suppose the Minister gives
me a bit of a chance to go on with my
speech! On page 14 of the 1961 report of
the State Building Supplies the manager
said-

The sale -as from the 1st July, 1961,
* has set a private enterprise valuation

on the Organisation.
So the State Building Supplies were dis-
posed of not with regard for the amount
of loan money involved or what it meant
to the Government in the saving of in-
terest and sinking fund; but it was dis-
posed of on the basis that private enter-
prise had been set on it as a proft-making

concern. Of course, the State has to carry
the burden of the writing down in order
that that position might be obtained. To
show members just what was involved in
that, I quote the following from the final
page of the manager's report; and this is
very significant-

I believe the Government to be fully
aware of the cost of implementation
of its policy and further that with a
policy decision made On a sale the
actual sale price was a secondary con-
sideration to ensuring that the selected
purchaser could bring to the State the
maximum in direct and indirect ad-
vantages to offset any calculated loss
on the sale.

in other words, the Government's policy
is to dispose of State enterprises and the
price does not matter. Let the people
carry the burden irrespective of the burden
they have had to carry to bring it to a
stage where it becomes a success! Regard-
less of that, sell out; give some private
concern the advantage of all that Govern-
ment expenditure, and then tax the people
to make up for the loss' That is the
Government's policy.

Mr. Court: But this Is already written
off.

Mr. TONKIN: That Is the Government's
policy.

Mr. Court: Nonsense!
Mr. TONKIN: Yes it is!
Mr, Court: Didn't you mean to write

this offP
Mr. TONKIN:, That has nothing to do

with the point I am arguing now. I will
deal with that aspect.

Mr. Court: We would like to know.
Mr. TONKIN: I will tell the Minister if

he will be patient. I can appreciate that
what I am saying now Is unpalatable to
him because he is the arch-conspirator in
this.

Mr. Court: it is not unpalatable to me;
because you were a party to this writing-
off.

Mr. TONKIN: Because it was the
correct thing to do.

Mr. Court: Good!
Mr. TONKIN: It enabled these works

to reach the stage where they became
attractive to private enterprise.

Mr. court: And at that time you would
have gladly sold Chamberlain Industries
for nothing.

Mr. TONKIN: No fear; we would not!
Mr. Court: How much did you ask?
Mr. TONKCIN: As a mnatter of fact, for-

tunately I have the papers still in my
possession setting out the details of the
discussion I had with a large firm In the
United States, and subsequently in Western
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Australia; and the terms were most ad-
vantageous to the works and to Western
Australia, let me tell the Minister.

Mr. Court: We happen to have some
papers, too, about some of the talks you
had.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes; I know. The Gov-
ernment's announced policy having been
to dispose of State instrumentalities to
favoured persons, irrespective of the cost
to the community, one has to be very care-
ful when one Is giving the power which is
sought in this Bill.

Unfortunately there has been insufficient
timne for members, generally, to study the
Bills which have been coming in. They
are introduced and passed through the
various stages at the one sitting; and, with
the long hours being put in here now, it be-
comes physically impossible for members
to do justice to the proposals in the various
measures. So it Is understandable that
same members have not a full appreciation
of what is involved in the Bill before us.
To start with, the Bill declares that the
money which is purported to be written
off is not written off at all, It puts the
debt back.

Mr. Court: If it is passed it does.
Mr. TONKIN: That is only kindergarten

stuff.
Mr. Court; All right. Keep it factual

and In sequence.
Mr. 'TONKDI: it shows how hard put

the Minister is far something to say when
he utters that sort of claptrap.

Mr. Court: You said it.
Mr. TONKIN- I1 said it is claptrap, and

so it Is.
Mr. Court: No; you said the Bill would

put it back.
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
Mr. TONKIN: it must always be as-

sumed that Bills designed for a certain
purpose cannot do anything unless they
are passed. Apparently the Minister does
not know that.

As we have the background leading up
to this proposition, we can see that the
first thing the Government wants to do Is
to resolve this doubt. It is not much of
a doubt in the mind of the Minister for
industrial Development, but I have no
doubt he blocked that lie in his negotia-
tions when he could not get it accepted
by those with whom he was negotiating;
and I can understand why. They would
want any doubts, however slight they
might be, resolved; they would not risk
their capital whilst any sort of a doubt
remained, and we cannot blame them.

So the Bill is for the purpose of saying
that the writing-off which was purported
to have been done was, in effect, not done
at all legally. Having achieved that, it

then provides power for it to be done; and
we can assume it will not be long before it
is done. It will be done to the extent
necessary to find a willing purchaser if
what I believe to be the position still
exists; and that is that there Is still some
firm interested in the idea, because this
is now a flourishing enterprise. One has
only to read the recent sales reports of
the organisation to know that it has estab-
lished itself as one of the outstanding busi-
nesses in Australia, with very great pos-
sibilities.

Naturally it Is now a thorn in the side
of others in the same line of business.
Leopards do not change their spots, and
I have not seen any announcement that
the Government has jettisoned its policy
of free enterprise; nor have I seen any
announcement which in any way counters
the statement of the Premier made during
the 1959 elections that the State enter-
prises would be brought to the stage of
profit-earning, and then would be put on
the Stock Exchange and disposed of. I
must assume that that is still the Govern-
ment's policy.

The Bill is nct a mere machinery mnea-
sure; it has a purpose. It would not worry
Chamberlain Industries-seeing that we
are told the Government had written
money off and that the concern is operat-
ing in the belief that the money was writ-
ten off-in the slightest under its existing
management because there was some legal
doubt about the Position. The manage-
ment would not lose any sleep over that
aspect.

Mr. Court: Strangely enough, they have.
Mr. TONKIN: It is only the persons

who are thinking about buying It who
would be concerned. Chamberlain Indus-
tries would be concerned if they were an-
xious to dispose of the business and found
this to be an obstacle.

I submit this is the position at which
we arrive: The Government, not because
of any great desire to resolve legal doubts
-it has never shown any great anxiety on
previous occasions in that regard, and It
will never convince me that It has had a
change of heart on this question-b as In-
troduced the Bill for the Purpose of remov-
ing the only formidable obstacle which
was there-and I know it was there-when
the Government had a good opportunity to
dispose of these works, and would have
done so.

Mr. Court:, You are just romancing.
Mr. TONKIN: I am not romancing; I

have heard the Minister try to dispose of
statements like that before. He did this
with the supposed selling price of the State
Building Supplies. Have a look at the
Auditor-General's report and see what he
says!

Mr. Court: It confirms exactly what I
said.
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Mr. TONKIN: Nothing of the kind I It
speaks of the £2,000,000 that the Govern-
ment was supposed to have got for it.

Mr. Court: We got more than that.
'The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!I
Mr. TONKIN: No you did not! Read

the report! That is the Minister's style:
to throw in an interjection in a general
way to try to counteract the statements
being made. There must have been other
members who heard, the same as Z did,
that the disposal of Chamberlain Indust-
tries was likely, but that there was a vy
real difficulty. I do not think I would be
the only one to bear that statement at
the time; because I heard It frequently and
in many places, so others must have heard
it, too, in the same places.

Mr. Court: What difficulty?

Mr- TONIKIN: The fact that you could
not dispose -of Chamberlain Industries be-
cause of the uncertainty in respect of this
amount that was written off.

Mr. Court: I can tell you categorically
that that has never been an issue. You
are going back several months. I will
tell the House about the earlier negotia-
tions we had.

Mr- TONKIN: That will be most in-
teretting-so long as you tell us all about
them, and -not just that part which suits
you. I am asserting that I heard It in
at leafl a dozen places on a dozen occa-
sions; ngauy, that the obstacle was this
liability to the Rural and Industries Bank.

Mr. LBowell. WhQt places?
Mr. TONKIN: Places which the Min-

ister frequents.
Mr. Jamieson: Market places.
Mr- TONKIN: From people who would

'be friends of the Minister; make no mis-
take about it! Places where people could
speak with knowledge and authority. But
4At course the Minister would not expect
mae to divulge a confidence; and, even if
he did. I would not do so. But I say quite
definitely that that was heard in at least
a dozen different places and I have nio
doubt that members of the Press heard it,
too. No doubt whatsoever! Also, they
must have heard the name of a firm men-
tioned at the time.

Because of those happenings and the
declared policy of the Government, I am
Tnot prepared to accept this at its face
value; and no harm will be done to Chain-
Itrsins if we do not pass the Bill. On the
contrary, If we do pass it, we run the very
serious risk of its disposal at bargain prices
to sonme fortunate Private enterprise; and
I do not think the People of Western
Australia should be called upon to pay the
cost of these gifts-these disposals which
take place under conditions where the sale
price is a secondary consideration. As
that has already been established in regard

to the Gowernmentk activitigs- to date, one
is- not justified in taking any risk on the
matter. For those- reasons, the Opposi-
tion will strongly oppose the passage of
the Bill.

MR. GRAYDEY (South Perth) [3,32
p-rn.]: I want to make one or two points
on the Bill. The first is in respect of
the remarkable change of lace on the part
of the Opposition. We have just heard
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, speak
in extremely strong terms; about the Bill
before the House. Prior to, him we had
member after member speaking against
the measure.

Mr. Tonkin: What did the mentber for
Beeloe do?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The member for~ Beeloo
opposed the Bil.

Mr. Tonkin: He tried to kill the Bill at
the outset.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Of course he did! That
is why I am saying this is a remarkable
change of face on the part of the Opposi-
tion, for the simple reason that Prior to
the luncheon suspension the Leader of the
Opposition got up in this House and spoke
for 34 minutes in respect of the Bill and
not in any one sentence did he criticise
this measure; but, on the eontrary, he was.
supporting it.

Mr. Jamieson: No!
Mr. Tonkin:. He never made a single

statement which encouraged you to believe
that he was going to support it.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearmard: Order!

Mr. GR.AYDEN: I have here the type-
written duplicate of the speech made by
the Leader of the Opposition which shows
that he commenced his speech at 12.16
p.m., and he concluded his speech-

Mr. Tonkin: He did not conclude his
speech at all!

Mr. ORAYDEN: He did not conclude it
because we suspended for lunch. In other
words, he spoke for 34 minutes. Did he,
in those U4 minutes, speak in a critical
vein about the Bill? Of course he did
not! He concluded on this note--

Mr. Rowberry: What does it matter?

Mr. GRAYDEN: He said-
I have no desire to introduce a

jarring note Into the Proceedings, or
even to start a ripple upon the friendly
waters of the Minister's implication.
However, I would permit myself the
liberty of saying I wish when we were
in Government the members of the
then Opposition had been as friendly
disposed towards the industry as we
have been since we ourselves have been
the opposition in this Parliament.

Mr. Jamieson: There is a lot In that,
too.
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Mr. GRAYDEN: The copy of the speech
by the Leader of the Opposition is a long
one. I have not counted the pages, but
there must be a dozen of them. So we
heard the Leader of the Opposition speak
for 34 minutes on a Bill of this kind and
at no point did he criticise the Bill. On
the contrary, he was going out of his way
to agree with the Hill; and yet, after the
luncheon suspension, we have the member
for Beeloo trying to postpone the debate on
the Hill. Then we have the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition opposing the Bill in the
strongest Possible terms. Obviously, some-
thing happened during the luncheon sus-
pension.

The Bill was introduced yesterday, and
the Leader of the Opposition left this
House and returned convinced it was a
good measure and that he was going to
support it. However, after speaking for
34 minutes he was interrupted by the
luncheon suspension and something hap-
pened either in Caucus or at the Trades
Hall, because the Leader of the Opposition
has been bustled off to his own electorate.

Several members interjected.

Mr. ORAYDEN: The position is that the
Leader of the Opposition has gone away
in the middle of the debate on an Import-
ant Bill to open some function-

Mr. Rowberry: He has gone astray.

Mr. GRAYDEN: -in his own electorate.
He has gone away to open a police station
or something of that kind. I can under-
stand the Leader of the Opposition receiv-
ing an invitation sent to him some weeks
ago and replying in words to this effect:
"Yes, I will accept the invitation provided
I can get a pair; provided there is no
legislation of importance going through
the House upon which I will be required to
speak."

I can imagine his accepting an invitation
in those circumstances; and therefore the
Leader of the Opposition will, without
doubt, have some sort of excuse. But
members of this House after accepting
invitations of that kind, cancel the invita-
tions and remain in the House when they
know that they would have to interrupt
their speeches to attend the functions to
which they have been invited. The Leader
of the Opposition was half-way through a
most important speech, and he has been
hustled off by members of the Opposition
at the instigation of the Trades Hall.
because he has placed the Opposition in a
most embarrassing position in consequence
of his attitude towards this Hill.

The Leader of the Opposition spoke for
34 minutes and did not criticise the Bill,
but gave every indication that he was
going to support it; but the Leader of the
Opposition is no longer with us. He has
found a convenient excuse to break off
half-way through his speech in order that
the Opposition might change its attitude
towards this measure even at this late

stage. .I do not doubt that the member
for Heeloo, the leader of the Labor Party
in Western Australia, had a great deal to
do with the Leader of the Opposition's
hasty departure, It is a strange thing
that it was the member for Beeloo who.
following the luncheon suspension, moved
that the debate be postponed.

I have mentioned that the Leader of the
Opposition spoke for 34 minutes and I
quoted the note on which he finished his
speech. I think that if I read the pre-
ceding paragraph-I have already read
one-it will give the House a better indica-
tion of what the Leader of the Opposi-
tion had in mind when he made the state-
ment which I have just quoted to the
House. The Leader of the Opposition said
this-

I think today we can rejoice
in the fact that the industry survived
and has reached a basis now where
it operates very successfully and
profitably, and where its products, as
always previously, are of extremely
good quality and altogether reliable.
In the second part of his speech the
minister took us Into his confidence
and became almost friendly disposed
towards the Opposition in relation to
what the Government has in mind
for the industry. I think the Minis-
ter surprised every member of the
Opposition by expressing his appre-
ciation to us for the attitude we have
shown towards this industry since we
have been the Opposition.

The Minister appeared to have some
tone of surprise that we should have
been as good as we were towards the
industry; as friendly disposed towards
it as we were.

I think the Minister must have for-
gotten we established the industry;
that I am one of the joint fathers of
the Industry. Naturally we would do
everything possible to assist the in-
dustry, and nothing to harm it.

I have no desire to introducea
jarring note into the proceedings, or
even to start a ripple upon the
friendly waters of the Minister's im-
plication. However, I would permit
myself the liberty of saying I wish,
when we were in Government, the
members of the then Opposition had
been as friendly disposed towards the
industry, as we have been since we
ourselves have been the Opposition in
this Parliament.

That was the statemenit he made in a
part of his speech which in all occupied
34 minutes. At no time throughout that
speech did he indicate any opposition to
the measure; on the eontrary, he Indi-
cated that he was quite in accord with
what the Government has in mind. Re-
ference to that speech will verify what I
have said, and will completely refute all
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that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
has said about Chambterlain Industries
being a highly fiourishirg industry.

I suggest the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition should listen carefully to the
following Part of the speech of his leader
which was made only three hours ago-

The Minister also gave us some ex-
tremely interesting figures on the
amount of bounty paid to the industry
during the last five years. These pay-
ments, of course, have a direct rela-
tionship to the profit levels which have
been achieved. The total amount of
bounty obtained in the last five years
is approximately £1,432,000.

This is an industry which is in such a
flourishing state, accordIng to the members
of the Opposition, that it would be a sacri-
fice to sell it to private enterprise, irre-
spective of the price paid! What the Leader
of the Opposition had to say clearly in-
dicated what he had in mind. He went on
to say-

This is a very large amount of
money in total. However, payment of
the bounty has been justified in the
circumstances, and I think no-one in
Western Australia would complain
about a situation in which an industry
in this State gained some financial
benefit from Commonwealth bounty
payments.

We in this State receive only
chicken-feed, as it were, in that field,
compared to what is received by some
industries in the Eastern States. In
addition, and which is very important.
Western Australia in past years has
received very little benefit and has
suffered a great deal of disadvantage
from the national policy of protecting
secondary industrivs in Australia. So
I think we can accept, without any
feeling of worry, concern or shame-
facedness, the comparatively large
amount of bounty money which has
been paid from Commonwealth re-
venue during the last five years in
relation to the large number of agri-
cultural tractors and other machines
produced at Welshpool within our own
State.

I ask members to listen to this portion of
the speech carefully, because it discloses
clearly the attitude of the Opposition to
the measure before us prior to the luncheon
suspension. I reiterate that something
strange has happened since that suspen-
sion which has brought about a change
of face on the part of the opposition.

Mr. Toms: We are listening. It is always
humorous to listen to You.

Mr. O3RAYDEN:, The Leader of the Op-
position had this to say-

The purpose of the Bill is to place,
beyond any possible legal doubt, the
writing-down activities in relation to
the total capital of the industry which

the Commissioners of the Rural and
Industries Bank have already effected
in the books, accounts, and records of
the bank, the industry and the Trea-
sury. The writing-down processes
were carried out mostly upon the re-
commendation of the all-party corn-
mittee. The amov-nt of money in-
volved is Ei,750,000, most of it
having been advanced by the Rural
and Industries Bank to the industry
In difficult years.

Some people might feel that the com-
paratively large amount of capital to
be written off is indeed a very serious
loss to the State, even in these days
when £1,000,000 is not very much
compared with wh.-t it was when the
member for Stirling and myself were
teenagers.

Sifting suspendedt Iromn 3.45 to 4.5 P.m.
Mr. GRAYDEN: Prior to the tea sus-

pension I was quoting from a speech made
by the Leader of the Opposition before
the luncheon adjournment today to illus-
trate that although the Leader of the
opposition spoke for 34 minutes, at no
stage did he give the slightest indication
he was going to oppose the Bill which
is now before the House.

Mr. Tonkin: You have been speaking
for some time, and you have not yet in-
dicated what you are going to do.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I think I have made
it clear that I am going to support the
Bill. I think I have made that clear in
almost every sentence I have uttered.

Mr. Oldfield: Will You tell us why?
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): order!
Mr. ORAYDEN: When the Deputy

Leader of the Opposition has to resort to
a statement of that kind, which amounts
to an excuse, it Is obvious he is on flimsy
ground in respect of his other arguments.

We had the Leader of the Opposition
speaking for 34 minutes. Normally the
Leader of the Opposition can say a good
deal in a short space of time; but in 34
minutes be did not give the slightest in-
dication that he was going to oppose this
Bill.

I would like the Deputy Leader of tne
Opposition, or any member of the Opposi-
tion, to indicate one sentence in that 34-
minute speech-one sentence-in which
the Leader of the Opposition gave any
indication that he is going to oppose the
Bill.' On the contrary, I can point-and
I have already done so-to sentences and
paragraphs of the leader of the Opposi-
tion's speech in which he clearly indicated
he is going to support the Bill. After
speaking for 34 minutes he made the
statement, to which I referred earlier,
that he did not have the slightest desire
to introduce a Jarring note into the pro-
ceedings or even to start a ripple upon
the friendly waters of the Minister's lIm-
plication.
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Mr. H. May; I think you have been In
the sea for too long.

Mr. ORAYDIEN: That was a pretty
clear indication that the Leader of the
opposition was very much in accord with
what the Minister for Industrial Develop-
mnent said when he introduced the Bil.
If the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
thinks that at this stage he can come into
the House and try to convince members
that the Leader of the Opposition-who
spoke for 34 minutes-actually intended
to oppose the Bill, he will have a very
difficult task.

As I mentioned earlier. I am perfectly
convinced that for some strange reason
best known to members of the Opposition,
a direction came from the Trades Hall
that the Leader of the Opposition was not
to continue with his speech, and accord-
ingly he was hustled off. I think the
mnember for Beeloo gave us a pretty good
indication of what happened to the Leader
of the Opposition. The member for Beeloo
made reference to the Leader of the
Opposition. He said that the Leader of
his party did so-and-so, or was told so-
and-so-and that is about it. The member
for Beeloo is the President, in Western
Australia, of the Labor Party. He appar-
ently gave instructions to the Leader of
the Opposition to-

Mr. Bovell: Vamoose.
Mr. OltAYDEN: -leave the precincts

of this House.
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!

Point o1 Order
Mr. JAMIESON: On a point of order,

Mr. Speakcer, those remarks are objection-
able, and I would ask them to be with-
drawn-that I gave the Leader of the
opposition any Instructions at all.
.Mr. GRAYDEN: I said the member for

Beeloo apparently gave instructions to the
Leader of the Opposition. It could well
have been Mr. Chamberlain in the Trades
Hall.

Mr. TONKINQ: The member for Beeloo
was within his rights in quoting Standing
Orders that if a member regards words
as being objectionable and asks for them
to be withdrawn, they should be with-
drawn. It appears to me that you. Sir,
took no action in the matter.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
I am not going to be spoken to like that
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
The question of whether or not the words
are objectionable is for me to decide.
There have been occasions when the
member for South Perth has taken excep-
tion to words, and I have not upheld his
objection.

Mr. TONKIN: My objection to the
procedure was that You did not indicate
whether you had made any decision on the

matter at all. You appeared to ignore
what the member for Beelno said, and you
allowed matters to proceed. If, in your
opinion, the words were not Objectionable,
you should have said so and then allowed
the matter to proceed.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
I1 have adopted the same procedure in
the case of the member for South Perth,

Debate Resumed on Motion

Mr. GRAYDEN: It is a strange thing
that the Leader of the Opposition should
suddenly discontinue his speech and leave
the precincts of this House-if he did not
do that for a particular reason.

Mr. Oldfield: He is away with one of
your representatives.

Mr. ORAYDEN: The Leader of the
Opposition said in his speech prior to the
luncheon suspension that he was one
of the founders of Chamberlain Industries
in Western Australia. It seems an extra-
ordinary thing that In the middle of a
debate, when the whole future of Chamn-
berlain Industries is at stake, the Leader
of the Opposition should choose not to
continue his speech, and that he should
leave this H-ouse and go to some function
in his electorate.

Mr. Oldfleld: He is away with the Min-
ister for Police.

Mr. GRAYDEN: This is an important
Bill. It is a huge industry in which
many people are employed; yet the Leader
of the Opposition feels, for some reason.
it is better for him not to be here when
the debate is taking place, and not to give
the House the benefit of his views, as
Leader of the Opposition; but that he
should attend some small function or do
something else in his electorate.

Mr. J. Hegney: How many more times
are you going to repeat that?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am trying to make
members of the Opposition admit-

Mr. Toms: You are only convincing
yourself.

Mr. GRAYDEN: -that a strange ulti-
maturn was given to the Leader of the
Opposition during the luncheon suspen-
sion in order to make him leave under
those circumstances-because that is pre-
cisely what has happened.

Mr. Toms: Do you make that as a defin-
ite statement?

Mr. ORAYDEN: The Leader of the
Opposition said that he was one of the
founders of the industry; yet he left
under those circumstances. We can say
that the Leader of the Opposition was
instructed to do so by the member for
Beeloo, by the Trades Hall, or by some-
body else in the Labor Party.
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Point of Order
Mr. JAMIESON: On a point of order.

Mr. Speaker, I object very strongly to the
words that I had anything to do with the
instructions to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. I must insist an this objection. It
has been said-directly on this occasion-
that I was a party to an instruction given
to the Leader of the Opposition not to
continue his speech.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): OrderI
The member for Beeloo has made a direct
objection to those particular words.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am personally happy
to withdraw the words. Actually what I
did say was simply that it was either the
member for Beeloo, Trades Hall, or some-
body else In the Labor Party.

Mr. H. May: You are saying it all over
again.

Mr. ORAYD)EN: I am perfectly happy
to withdraw the remarks, notwithstanding
that the member for Beeloo did make re-
ference in his speech to the fact that the
Leader of the Opposition was the leader
of his party.

Mr. Jamnieson: Who else is?
Mr. GRAYDEN: The honourable mem-

ber actually made that statement, and it
is a pretty good illustration of what I was
saying that although the Leader of the
Opposition might be the leader of his party
he is dominated by people in the party.

Mr. Toms- Is this a withdrawal?
Mr. Oldfleld: You are not suggesting

that I dominate it?

Debate Resumed on Motion
Mr. GRAYDEN: it is strange that the

Leader of the Opposition should disappear
in the circumstances I have outlined, not-
withstanding that this huge industry of
Chamberlain Industries at Welshpool is so
dear to his heart, and notwithstanding the
fact that so many Western Australian
working men and women are employed
there. As he left before he completed his
speech, and under the circumstances I
have outlined, he had obviously been in-
structed to do it.

it is a very strange thing that mem-
bers of the opposition should come into
the House after the luncheon suspension
and take the opposite view to that ex-
pressed by their own leader. Members
who have spoken since the luncheon
suspension, with the exception of the mem-
ber for Fremantle, have vigorously op-
posed the Bill. I understand the member
for Fremantle said he would support the
second reading but would vote against it
in Committee. All other members of the
Opposition have indicated their opposition
to the Bill notwithstanding their own
leader virtually said he would support It.
That was indicated from what I read out.

Mr. J. Hegney: He didn't indicate any-
thing of the kind,

Mr. GRAYDEN: Why this change of
heart? I believe members are entitled to
know why something like that happened,
and why the Labor Party in this House
should suddenly change its mind.

Mr. J. Hegney: Put it on the notice paper
and we will answer it on Tuesday.

Mr.' GRAYDEN: Why should members
of the Labor Party, after dwelling on the
Bill overnight, come into the House and
support it, and then, after the delay to
which I have referred, oppose it? I think
we in this House are entitled to know the
answer to the question of the disappear-
ance of the Leader of the Opposition in
the middle of a debate of this kind.

Adjournment of Debate
MR. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn)

[4.15 pm.]: In view of the statements
made by the member for South Perth, I
move-

That the debate be adjourned until
the Leader of the Opposition is pre-
sent.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman):- I think
that is an irregular motion. The honour-
able member can move that the debate
be adjourned.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: No; I want to move
that the debate be adjourned until the
Leader of the Opposition is present.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I think
that is an indefinite motion. It must be
more definite than that.

Mr W. HEGNEy: I would like to meet
your wishes, Mr. Speaker. I understand
the Leader of the Opposition will be back
later on in the session, and I move-

That the debate be adjourned until
a later stage in the session.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I want
to be clear about this. The honourable
member means later in the sitting?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Yes. I move-
That the debate be adjourned until

a later stage in the sitting.
Mr. Court: He cannot speak again; he

has spoken once before.
Mr. W. Hegney: He can speak in Com-

mittee.
Mr. Oldfleld: And on the third reading.

Motion (adjournment of debate) put
and a division taken with the following
result:-

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Cuzrran
Mr. Davies
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Halt
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamleson

Aye&-f
Mr. Kelly
Mr. fl. 0. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldfleld
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. H. May

(Teller)
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Noes--23
Mr. Lewis
Mr. 1. W. Man
Mr. W. A. Mar
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nlmmo
Mr. O'connor
Mr. Runcirnan
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williams
Mr. O'Neil

Pairs
Noes

Mr. nurt
Mr. Craig

Majority against-1.
Metion thus negatived.

ning
nm.

Point o1 Order
Mr. BRADY: Mr. Speaker, on a point

of order, the member for South Perth has
made much of the fact that the Leader of
the Opposition did not complete his speech
in regard to this matter. The point T want
to make Is this: is it not a fact that the
House adjourned at lunch today ten
minutes earlier than normal? Had the
House continued until one o'clock the
Leader of the Opposition could have con-
tinued his speech. I ask that question
because I understand the Leader of the
opposition is with the Minister for Police
at a function.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
position is that this Is not a normal sitting
day. We started before lunch and there
has been no determination made as to
when we should adjourn for lunch. I took
the procedure of leaving the Chair at
ten minutes to one, and 1 was not aware
of the fact that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion had any other obligations for the day.

Debate Resumed on Motion

MR. OLDFIELD (Maylands) (4.23
p~m.]: I think at this stage it would be
preferable to explain to the House the
position of the Leader of the Opposition.
Some time ago arrangements were made
between the Leader of the Opposition and
the Minister for Police to attend the open-
ing of the police station at Wundowle. I
think the member for South Perth, even
in his most ungenerous moments, would
concede that when this arrangement was
made between the two members concerned,
neither of them would be aware that that
would be the day upon which this issue
would be debated. They are away from
the Chamber only for the matter of a few
hours. However, we do not see any recog-
nlition of that coming from the member
for South Perth in his zeal to get notorious
headlines in the Press.

'Me SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!I
You cannot impute wrong motives to the
member for South Perth,

Mr. OL.DFI1EL.D: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker,
but it is apparent that the honourable
member can blaspheme and malign any

member on this side Of the House with
impunity, but as soon as somebody returns
to the attack-

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): order!
Are you reflecting on the Chair? if you
are, you can resume your seat.

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
Mr. court
Mr. CrOlnimelln
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Gayfer
Mr. Orayden
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hart
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson

Ayes
Mr. Evans
Mr. Hawks

Mr. OLDPIELD: Those who did object
to it got pretty short shrift, and it is all
right for the honourable member to inter-
ject at this stage. it is quite obvious that
the member for South Perth is prepared
to get up in this Chamber and say any-
thing at all so long as it is recorded in
Hansard, because he feels that somebody
may believe it; or if it is reported In the
newsrooms of the Press people will think
his accusations are correct. I believe it
is about time the member for South Perth
was dealt with when he adopts an atti-
tude which reflects personally upon mem-
bers on this side of the Chamber.

Mr. H. May: I told you he has lived near
the Zoo for too long.

Mr. OLDPIELD: it is rather disappoint-
ing that the House did not agree to the
motion moved by the member for Mt. Haw-
thorn, and in view of the time that this
debate has taken it is rather unfortunate
that it was not adjourned until the Leader
of the Opposition could get back in a few
hours' time. Then he could have taken
part during the Committee stage of the
debate, or on the third reading.

I rose only to make the one point, and
that was in connection with the unfair, un-
warranted, and unjust utterances and
somewhat reckless statements made by the
member for South Perth during his speech
on this Bill.

MR. TOMS (Bayswater) 14.27 pm.): I
rise to leave no doubt in the minds of
members, and particularly in the mind of
the member who resumed his seat just
after the tea break, where I st-and on this
particular issue. I want to let him know
I am opposing the Bill that has been
presented to the House: and I would like
to say, that had this subject not been of
such a serious nature T might have enjoyed
the way in which the member for South
Perth acted during his speech.

Had the Leader of the Opposition not
taken 35 minutes to make his speech, and
had he not accompanied the Minister for
Police to an official function in the elector-
ate he represents, the member for South
Perth would not have been able to make

Mr. OLDPIELD: I am sorry you have
taken it that way, Mr. Speaker, but we

(T~)just heard the member for South Perth
for a quarter-of-an-hour reflecting not only
on the Leader of the Opposition but also
on the Labor Party itself.

Mr. I. W. Manning: You cannot object
now. You should have taken an objection
at the time.
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a speech at all; because I
that during the whole of
mentioned the contents of

do not believe
his speech he
the Bill.

Mr. Rowberry: Not once.

Mr. TOMS: I doubt whether he men-
tioned the name of Chamberlain except to
say that the Leader of the Oppostion ex-
tolled the way Chamberlain Industries had
Progressed.

Mr. Bovell: He mentioned Joe Chamber-
lain.

Mr. TOMB: I did not hear one word dur-
ing the speech of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition which would indicate that he was
going to support the Bill. The member
for South Perth said that the Leader of
the Opposition did not say he was going
to vote against it; but I challenge the
member for South Perth to show me one
phrase in the speech made by the Leader
of the Opposition which would indicate
that he was going to support the Bill.

Mr. Grayden: I quoted it.

Mr. TOMB: I believe the Leader of the
Opposition gave a very fair outline of what
has happened to Chamberlain Industries
right from the inception of the company.
At least the Minister for Industrial Devel-
opment has been gracious enough to say
that members on this side of the House
have been very kind in their treatment of
this particular firm for many years. The
member for South Perth was not even
gracious enough to do that.

To me this Bill is the shadow of things
to come. I have been here long enough
to see the disposal of State trading
concerns under a Government which
claims to have a mandate from the people
to do that. It is a funny thing, but as you
possibly know, Mr. Speaker, when the
Labor Party is elected to this House with
a majority, apparently it is not considered
to have a mandate by the members who
now occupy the Government benches.

When we were elected we were never
able to carry out the policy of our plat-
form, such as extensions to workers' com-
pensation, etc., even though such legis-
lation Passed through this House of
Parliament-a truly-elected House, and
representative of the people. We were
completely stymied in that regard, even
though we claimed the people gave us a
mandate to introduce and pass such
legislation.

But we have heard much talk about this
word mandate; it has been bandied back
and forth across the Chamber, particularly
in relation to the disposal of the State
trading concerns. Having worked In a
State trading concern myself prior to
entering Parliament, I listened with in-
terest to the Minister saying how very well
the men in those industries had accepted

the change, and how confident and con-
tented they are. I am afraid the Minister
only speaks to the managers.

Mr. Rowberry: And not to all of them.
Mr. TOMS: In any case I know that the

men themselves are not at all happy and
satisfied with the changes that have taken
place. Never has there been such in-
security in these industries as that which
exists today. If the Minister for Indus-
trial Development would only prepare a
list of the numbers of men who have left
the establishment in which I worked-and
who incidentally in July of this year had
many of their gradings reduced-it would
probably open his eyes to see the number
of men who were not contented, and who
preferred to seek employment elsewhere.

If we adopt the same attitude to this
Bill as was adopted in relation to the
Hawker-Siddeley deal it will not be long
before a giveaway of Chamberlain Indus-
tries will take place-I almost said a sale
would be made-as was the case with the
State Building Supplies. To say that those
works were sold is just so much piffie;
because we know that the agreement men-
tioned only E1,000,000 with the balance to
be paid over 20 years. We could quite easily
have the same type of agreement in regard
to Chamberlain Industries.

Mr. Court: I told you the minimum
basis when I introduced the Bill. You
cannot call that a giveaway arrangement.

Mr. TOMB: It was a giveaway arrange-
ment in so far as State Building Suppies
was concerned.

Mr. Court: Your Government was pre-
pared to give It away for nothing.

Mr. TOMBI: The present Government
gave away the State Building Supplies.
After that instrumentality was sold tim-
ber went up 3s. per 100 super feet within
three days, and this would almost consti-
tute the balance of the purchase money.
We wonder if this will ever be paid. Not
only did the customers of the State Build-
ing Supplies cop that, but other firms did
so as well-they received the benefit of
the 3s. Per tOO super feet. It all worked
into the hands of the grand combine.

I cannot understand why the farmers
and the Country Party members are pre-
pared to stand by and see these monopolies
take control one after the other. There is
no doubt that they constitute a grand
monopoly, in spite of what the Minister
says about there being competition from
Millars. Bunnings, and others. They
all work hand in glove, and fix their prices
accordingly. At least the State Building
Supplies did try to keep a rein on what
could have been a glorious orgy of spend-
ing of public money.

If the House passes this measure and
does not retain the doubt the Minister
entertained about the £1,750,000 which it
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is now proposed to wipe off, I feel that
once again we will have a repetition of
what happened earlier in this Parliament.
I have been here long enough to appreci-
ate what goes on In Parliament, and I do
feel a little ashamed that members cannot
be consistent. When the Labor Party was
elected to this H-ouse with a majority in
1956-a majority of eight as it will be re-
called-it was not considered to have a
mandate. But when the present Govern-
ment came in with a majority of two in
this House, it claimed it had a mandate
to steamroller all its principles through
Parliament, and to break dawn all that
was built up by the Labor Party.

Before I resume my seat, I would like
to give the lie direct to any accusation
that might be made by the member for
South Perth in regard to the Leader of
the opposition having been told to get
away, or having been whisked off as a re-
sult of the advice of the trade unions or of
the leader of the Australian Labor Party.

Mr. Grayden: You explain that to the
workers at Chamberlain Industries.

Mr. TOMS: I do not have to explain
that to the workers at Chamberlain Indus-
tries or anywhere else. The member for
South Perth would certainly have the Job
in front of him to explain to the workers
of Chamberlain Industries that the Leader
of the Opposition was whisked away at
the whim of the trade union movement
or of anybody else. I am sure the member
f or South Perth could not convince any-
body but himself of that fact-and I am
not sure that he would be successful in
convincing even himself. There is no
doubt at all that the member for South
Perth is merely seeking publicity, parti-
cularly when he talks about the Leader
of the Opposition, and suggests that be
could have been brought to the stage of
being whisked away at the whim and
fancy of somebody.

I am sure that members of the Gov-
ernment will be gracious and generous
enough to say that the Leader of the Op-
position has done an this occasion what
they would have done in similar circum-
stances. Surely it is right for a, member
to come to an arrangement with a Minister
to attend a particular function in his own
district, without having some member with
a. warped mind suggesting there was some-
thing mysterious and unsavoury about it.
The sooner the member for South Perth
learns to restrain himself, and the sooner
he refrains from trying to grasp at pub-
licity, the sooner will sanity return to this
House.

Mr. Grayden: Rubbish!
Mr. TOMS: That is exactly what the

honourable member talks. Too often have
I heard him get up and throw a debate
into a scramble by his innuendoes. I hope
the House will take heed of the measure

before it. I hope that the representatives
of the farmers particularly will give the
matter very serious thought, because at
a later stage they will have to pay dearly
for their tractors, etc., if they allow a
measure like this to go through. Accord-
ingly I trust they will have enough corn-
monsense to join with us in defeating the
Bill and applying the brake which the
Government seems to think is still off.

MVR. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn) [4.38
p.m.): Firstly I would like to indicate my-
unqualified opposition to the Bill. At the
outset I must express my amazement at
the attitude of every member of the Gay-
ermnent, without qualification; except
possibly to say that I give credit to new
members, because they have been here
only a few months, and I appreciate their
position.

I tin, however, amazed at the attitude
of responsible members of the Govern-
ment in refusing to agree to an adjourn-
ment of the debate until a later stage or
the sitting, particularly when such un-
founded and unwarranted charges have
been made by one of their followers
against the Leader of the Opposition in
this House-a man who is held in the high-
est esteem by all parties; a man who was
a Premier of this State for six years, and
a Minister for about 14 years.

I did not know the Leader of the Op-
position was going to Wundowie today. It
has been said that he went, by prior ar-
rangement with the Minister for Police.
to an official function in a very Important
centre of his electorate. You, Mr. Speaker,
rightly indicated that there were no speci-
fic sitting hours today; that today's sit-
ting was a special one. We were all
agreeably surprised that you, Sir, should
have left the Chair at 12.50 p.m., when the
Leader of the Opposition was an his feet.
Everybody here heard what the member
for South Perth had to say about the
Leader of the Opposition, and In order to
promote a sense of fair play I spon-
taneously moved that the debate be ad-
journed until a later stage of the sitting.

The Government, however, refused to
rant this adjournment. It would have

been different had this Bill been on the
notice paper for some days. It was only
introduced last evening, however, and the
House adjourned at approximately 11.30
p.m. yesterday. As we all know, the House
resumed its sitting at 11 o'clock this morn-
ing; and, in due course, the Leader of the
Opposition resumed the debate on this im-
portant Bill.

Usually I place no great importance on
the remarks made by the member for
South Perth, and I would not have done
so on this occasion had he not attempted
to impugn the character of one of the
leading citizens of this State-the Leader
of the Opposition. I do hope that whet.
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the Bill reaches the Committee stage the Mr. W. HEGNEY: As I said before, these
Minister will agree to report progress to
enable the Leader of the Opposition to be
present to rebut the statements and
charges of the member for South Perth,
which were such as to bring a blush even
to the face of the Minister for Industrial
Development, who is in charge of the Bill.

I hope the House will agree to report
progress when the Bill Is in Committee,
and that the Leader of the Opposition
will be given the opportunity to be present
during the third reading to explain any-
thing that may have been left unsaid. I
do not propose to reiterate the remarks; of
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition who
I think was right on target.

Having regard for the contents of the
Bill, however, and the expression of doubt
as to what it is proposed to do in the
positive part of the Bill, I would point out
that, so far as I can see, if this measure
vwere defeated, Chamberlain Industries
would in no way be done a disservice. It
would continue to carry on. This industry
is playing a very important part In the
economic life of the farming community.
and of primary production generally in
Western Australia.

I have a recollection, and the records of
this House will show, that many years ago
a State enterprise, now known as the State
Engineering Works and then known as the
State Implement Works, was established by
a Labor Government. What was the cause
of its being established? The reason was
that the farming community were paying
any price at all for their implements; and
the Labor Government of the day, with
the express intention and desire to protect
the farming community from exploitation
in the acquisition of their implements, es-
tablished the State Implement Works.

Mr. Lewis: The implements they turned
out did not help the farming community.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: That is the opinion
of the Minister for Education; but I
suggest that he would not know whether
the implements they turned out were any
good or not, because he would have been
too young to know.

Mr. Lewis: I had to use them, solI should
be a judge of them.

Mr. W. HEONEY: Apparently the AMs-
ter did not know how to use them prope rly.
The records will show that this instrumen-
tality turned out very high-class imple-
ments.

Mr. Lewis: It never did.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The point is that these
implement works were established and
their activities were extended. For some
years that establishment has been known
as the State Engineering Works and it has
been doing a very fine job within its
limits.

Mr. Gayfer: What farming implements
is it turning out?

works were established by a Labor Govern-
ment for the express purpose of producing
farming implements at reasonable prices.
The underlying idea was to protect the
farmers from exploitation by the machin-
er' merchants.

Mr. Lewis: In that it failed.

Mr. W. HEONEY: If this Bill is defeated
the interests of Chamberlain Industries will
not be jeopardised; but if the measure is
passed, in a short time this company will
be handed over to big business. As the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition stated,
price will be a secondary or tertiary con-
sideration.

In regard to State instrumentalities, I
believe this Government would, if it were
game enough, scrub the Rural and Indus-
tries Bank tomorrow, and it is a creditor
in connection with this Bill.

Mr. O'Connor: Oh no!

Mr. W. HEGNEY: We have the spectacle
of what happened to the State Building
Supplies, which comprised a very impor-
tant series of industries connected with
brlckmaklng, brick production, and timber
Production in all its forms. This Govern-
ment. shortly after taking office, rushed to
dispose of these important undertakings;
and, as the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion pointed out, price was a secondary
consideration. Today we have a combine
in regard to timber and bricks--

Mr. J. Hegney: Cement.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: -and there is no
legislation on the statute book which will
in any way protect the consuming com-
munity from the activities of these com-
bines. The combines can charge any price
they like and the public has to pay.

Dr. D. G. May: That is so.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: In passing, I would
remind members that an Act was placed
on the statute book In an endeavour to
protect the public, but this Government
repealed it. If this company is going to
be passed over to private enterprise, I have
no doubt the price of the implements
manufactured by the company will be in-
creased. I now wish to speak on another
State instrumentality-the State Govern-
ment Insurance Office.

Mr. Lewis: State butcher shops!

Mr% W. HEGNEY: I will meet that posi-
tion later. The State Government Insur-
ance Office was set up some years ago-I
think it was in 1924 or 1926. It operated
illegally for about 12 years and in 1938 its
operations were legalised. Over the years
we have tried to extend the franchise of
that insurance company; and, as the mem-
ber for Bayswater has pointed out, we did
introduce legislation on two occasions to
extend the activities of the State Govern-
ment Insurance Office, but our efforts were
thwarted.
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I believe that if this Government were
game enough it would either put the skids
under the State Government Insurance
Office or restrict its activities in every pos-
sible way: because that is the express policy
of the Government, as has been demon-
strated ever since it took office.

Another State inztrumentality-the
Wyndham Meat Works-will receive con-
sideration sooner or later by this Govern-
ment. However, it does not desire to dis-
pose of the State Shipping Service, al-
though it is not a paying proposition. The
only thing the Government proposes doing
is to set up a commission to manage the
activities of the State Shipping Service. Be-
cause that concern loses between £900,000
and £1,000,000 per year and the loss is
reimbursed by the Grants Commission, the
Government is quite happy to carry on on
that basis.

I said earlier that I am unequivocally
opposed to this Bill, and I hope it will be
defeated. Adverting to a personal note, I
would appeal to the Minister in charge of
the Bill-I hope I do not appeal in vain-
to see that when it gets into Committee,
if the Leader of the Opposition is not
present, a motion to report progress until
a later stage in the sitting is agreed
to unanimously. I hope members will show
a sense of fairplay and give the man whose
character has been impeached an oppor-
tunity to defend himself.

Mr. Grayden: Where is the Leader of
the Opposition?

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for
Industrial Development) [4.49 p.m.]: This
afternoon we have had a storm in a teacup,
as members of the Opposition have made
it clear in their own words where the
Leader of the Opposition was; and what
they have said has been accepted.

Mr. Heal: By all except the member for
South Perth.

Mr. COURT: It seems to me that in
their consternation because of their about-
face over this industry they have been
prepared to grasp at anything to put up
some sort of a front. Before I deal with
the more contentious parts of this matter,
in view of the fact that the Opposition has
now seen fit to make this a party-
political issue and does not care a darn
about what happens to this concern and
the men who work there, I want to refer
briefly to the remarks made by the Leader
of the Opposition.

I gathered the impression he was going
to support the Bill, because be went
through the history of the company and
seine of the personalities in it, and left
me with the impression that he was not
going to oppose the measure. Whether
in the last 10 minutes he would have said
that he intended to oppose the Bill, I do
not know. However, T think members on
the opposite side of the House will agree
that it is exceptional for the leader of a

party not to declare where he stands when
he commences his spee'3h on a Bill, Par-
ticularly if he intends to oppose it.

Mr. W. Hegney: Not necessarily.

Mr. COURT: It is not. obligatory.
Mr. W. Hegney: Give him a chance!

Mr. COURT: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion has had a lot of experience at this
game, and he would not expect the matter
to be held up at this stage of the session.
There will be plenty of opportunity for
him to speak further if he wants to, but
I do not think be needs to do so.

The Leader of the Opposition dealt with
the past history of this concern, and he is
justifiably proud of his association with
its earlier establishment. He has always
had faith in this venture, although I must
admit that during the all-party committee
stages there was not a member of that
committee, including the Leader of the
Opposition, wvho did not have some grave
doubts as to whether the industry would
survive, as it wvas in a very sorry state.

If anyone had come along and been
prepared to buy Chamberlain Industries
at that stage for anything at all, I think
the committee would have been prepared
to write off more than this £1,750,000:
because the affairs of the company had
reached the stage where they were em-
barrassing, I think the Leader of the Op-
position, Sir Ross MeLarty, and Mr. Arthur
Watts could write a book-and a very en-
tertaining book at that-about the early
days of this enterprise under their re-
spective administrations, because it was
always a great mystery to most members
of Parliament how this concern was able
to manoeuvre itself into a position of in-
debtedness to the State of over £4,000,000
with a capital of only £50,008.

Perhaps I should explain at this stage
that of the £50,008 capital only £8 was
paid in cash, because the original mem-
bers of the Chamberlain company created
50,000 of the 50,008 shares by book entry.
I would like members to bear that in mind
in view of the minimum terms the Govern-
ment has declared as the terms under
which it would sell. I could go further and
say that the members of the all-party
committee at that time considered the
shares to be completely valueless.

I will now turn to some of the back-
ground remarks made by the Leader of
the Opposition. I agree with him that vicis-
situdes such as those of this concern in
its early days are not uncommon in the
establishment of a large industry. We have
had many cases of losses being incurred
when we have been trying to establish a
large industry. I know that we on this side
of the House have been trying to tell mem-
bers on the Opposition side that this is part
of the risk capital that a lot of big en-
terprises accept in trying to establish. For
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instance, we know that some of the con-
cerns we have asked to establish in this
State do not expect to break even for
about five years.

Mr. W. Hegney: What about Hawker
Siddeley?

Mr. COURT: I doubt very much if they
will in their first year; but do not let us
get involved with that matter at the
moment. I think It must be acknowledged
that this venture got out of hand. Other-
wise, the all-party committee would not
have been agreed to. Let me hasten to
say this: The then Government was very
grateful for the co-operation of the Coun-
try Party and the iberal Party when we
were in Opposition because had we liked
to play the game hard then, we could have
made it difficult for the Government in
respect of the tremendous amount it
allowed to this company. and not knowing
how much it had advanced, because there
was complete chaos at the time.

Mr. Maher, who was referred to by the
Leader of the Opposition, did a tremen-
dous and monumental work in sort-
ing out the financial state of Chamberlain
Industries. He was the first person to get
to rips with the real financial position of
the company. He is the man who sorted
things out and was able to tell the all-
party committee the true financial posi-
tion of the company-probably for the first
time in its history. I personally agree with
the Leader of the Opposition that Mr.
Maher did a tremendous job. It was later
on that Mr. Adams was engaged under
contract.

The Government of the day-the Hawke
Government-sought to obtain the services
of a man with experience in this type of
production. That Government sought
abroad to obtain a man with this type of
experience. It is a strange thing that that
Government went to some of the same
people that its members now criticise so
bitterly, to try to get a man with sufficient
experience to take over. It is difficult to
get the release of a person of this kind as
he must be a top-line man: but the Gov-
ernment was successful in arranging for
Mr. Adams to be engaged under contract:.
and his experience with Tomlinson Ltd.
and other concerns has been invaluable.

The difficulties that the then Govern-
ment experienced with the Chamberlain
family1 of course, were not unusual in this
type of enterprise. There are some people
who have the ability to conceive and in-
vent, but have not the ability to produce
in mass production in the straight-line tyl;:
of factory;, and it became very obvious to
the then Government, as well as to mem-
bers of the all-party committee, that a
change in management was imperative.
There was a degree of inventive genius in
members of the Chamberlain family in re-
gard to a certain type of tractor; but mem-
bers on the other side of the House know
better than we do how unsuccessful the
company was in implementing production.

The Leader of the Opposition, who was
then Premier, attended an important and
impressive function at Cottesloe to mark
the launching of a new-model tractor. I1
think it was in either October or Novem-
ber because Parliament was sitting. To
his embarrassment, and to the embarrass-
ment of those who went to the function.
I do not think the company was able to
deliver one tractor until about the next
May. That was typical of the situation
at that time; and it was to the credit of
Mr. Maher and Mr. Adams-as well as
many others-that the affairs of the firm
in more recent times have been restored to
order out of chaos.

I would like to dwell on that point be-
cause in a show of this type a manage-
ment team is its greatest asset. We have
a good management team at the present
time: and unless we retain the right atmo-
sphere and the right conditions we will
not keep such a management team. They
are not easy to keep; and that manage-
ment team could walk out tomorrow to
something equally lucrative-probably
much more lucrative. If we have political
confusion over this, members of that team
can certainly walk into a much more
amiable atmosphere than exists at the
moment with all this afternoon's political
intrigue and confusion,

Mr. Jamnieson: You brought the intrigue
into it.

Mr. COURT: If I might now pass on
to the comments made by some of the
members, the member for Beelco, of
course, sought to create a sinister and un-
pleasant atmosphere, as he always does.
It is part of his stock in trade, and he
brought this question of sinister motives
into it. Of course, nothing could be more
ridiculous, because when I introduced this
measure yesterday I went to great pains
not only to introduce the measure as a
write-off measure but also to explain in
detail, and, I thought, with great frank-
ness, what we had in mind. There is no
secret about this. We have been very
frank about it. We do not try to deceive
anyone about our policy; in fact, we are
always chided about it and told we are too
determined.

Mr. Howberry: It is the implementation
we are talking about.

Mr. COURT: Let us realise that this is
not a State trading concern within the
legal sense. It is a proprietary company,
and it so happens that a Government
instrumentality-because it camne into
possession by mortgage-holds the shares.
That is an entirely different concept.

These are the facts. There was an all-
p arty committee which made certain re-
commendations to the then Government.
Now the member for Swan claims that he
did not know these conditions. It is a
strange thing that he did not, because he
was a Minister in the previous Govern-
ment. He was also a very loyal supporter
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of the previous Government even before
being appointed a Minister. The Govern-
ment of the day had to make a policy de-
cision and it made that decision in 1951.
Subsequently it tidied it Up with an Execu-
tive Council minute just before the 1959
elections-the 4th March, to be precise.

That Executive Council minute was not
just a simple formality in this case, be-
cause under the Rural and Industries Hank
Act and the Treasury regulations it is
necessary for two Ministers to sign their
full approval. it is not like an ordin-
ary Executive Council minute. Because of
the Act and regulations to which I have
referred two Ministers must sign the min-
ute personally as having approved firstly
the write-off as aff ecting the Rural and In-
dustries Bank; and, secondly, as affecting
the Treasury -under the regulations.

These are the recommendations. There
was no long report submitted by this com-
mittee because it sat many times over many
months. There was Pressure from the
back benches of the Country Party mem-
bers, the Labor Party members, and the
Liberal Party members to prepare a re-
port quickly. it was only because we
thought a quick report would be disadvan-
tageous that we agreed to allow a little
bit of time to run in favour of the com-
pany. I know that Mr. Watts and I suf-
fered criticism in our own rooms because
of the fact that the inquiry was taking so
long. The press was complaining as well.

Even after the recommendations were
made, Mr. Watts and I agreed on behalf
of our respective parties that the Premier
need not make them public for some
months in the interests of Chamberlain
Industries. it was agreed that we would
leave it to the discretion of the Govern-
ment of the day to make a release regard-
ing conditions, because at that particular
stage some delicate negotiations were being
undertaken, and we did not want to em-
barrass them. I can only say now, af ter
today's experience, that we were apparently
far too generous in our approach. The
first of the recommendations was--

1. A long-term loan of approxi-
mately £2,250,000 repayable over
50 years-

mark you, 50 years!-
-to replace the existing short-
term liabilities of the concern to
the State.
No repayment to be required
during the first three years, but
interest to be paid during that
period at 4 per cent. per annumn.
Thereafter, the interest to be 5
per cent. Per annum.
Repayment conditions for the
long term loan to be negotiated
and flnalised before the end of the
first three-year period, with re-
payment of capital after the
three-year Period at a rate of not
less than £50,000 per annum.

2. An amount of up to £1,750,000 to
be written off.

I might add that I am quoting the com-
mittee's recommendations, and they were
unanimous. I will not go into some of
the detail of committee discussions because
that would not be fair or proper. To con-
tinue-

It is considered this amount will
be irrecoverable in any event.
The writing off of the amount
should have the effect of giving
those in control of the industry
an opportunity to establish pro-
duction on a payable basis during
the next three years and to en-
sure the permanent continued
operation of the industry on a
successful basis thereafter.

3. The concern to be granted tem-
porary seasonal finance during
the current financial year of up
to a maximum of £100,000.

I should interpolate that one of the objec-
tives was that the Government should
never in the future have to advance more
money to Chamberlain Industries. That
was accepted as basic. But in order to
allow for this tremendous seasonal swing
that occurs in an industry such as Cham-
berlain Industries, and in view of the
financial situation put in front of us, we
agreed that a tolerance of £100,000 could
be approved on a seasonal basis. The next
recommendation, which is the milk in the
coconut, is as follows:-

4. The Company to attempt to raise
additional finance publicly up to
£500,000 by way of first mortgage
debenture at 6 per cent., supported
by a Government guarantee; the
debenture notes to have a currency
of from 10 to 15 years, with a right
to convert at the end of, say, 7
years.

That was the method that was employed
by the all-party committee to suggest a
means of transition from Government to
private ownership. Of course, had it
been implemented in those ternms, it would
have been a much more generous way of
selling Chamberlain Industries so far as
the Public is concerned than anything this
Government has proposed. We are now
saying that we will get at least £5 a share
for the 50,008 shares which were con-
sidered to be valueless when this committee
Put its report in. Admittedly the com-
mittee submitted its report in the light of
conditions then, which were very bad. We
were prepared to allow the Government to
guarantee this £500,000.

Just have a look at the situation! In-
vestors could come in with Government
guaranteed money up to £500,000 for a
term of 10 to 15 years at better than bond
rate; and at any time after an agreed
period of years-we suggested five or seven
-the holders of those convertible notes
could convert them to shares at par. The
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Government would have been lucky if it
had received anything for the 50,008
shares.

However, if the venture succeeded, the
public could convert their debentures to
shares at par without any worries of who
would be the directorate and have control.
If these people had seen that the company
was running along very nicely they would
have all taken up shares. The investors
would say, "I will have some of the shares."
But if the business were going down the
drain they would say to the Government.
"Pay UP."

Those were the conditions accepted by
the Government and approved by Cabinet
by proper resolution and announced to
this Parliament when the Government
considered it was time to do so.

I thought I should recite that back-
ground because it does make some of the
remarks made on the other side today look
very silly. Either the members concerned
did not understand they were being foolish
-and I would not accept that, because
they are not fools-or they have changed
their minds. Perhaps they are being
twitted about having made the wrong
decision previously.

Mr. Jamieson: We have seen you in
action since then.

Mr. COURT: In other words, they are
going back on a situation which the
employees of Chamberlain Industries
understood to exist.

Mr. Brady: Did you say that the com-
mittee's report was made to Parliament?

Mr. COURT: No: it was made to the
Government; and to oblige the Govern-
ment-and at the request of the Govern-
ment, mark you !-we agreed that the
report need not be disclosed until the Gov-
ernment felt It convenient so as not to
embarrass Chamberlain Industries.

Mr. Brady: And that was the first time
this had been disclosed?

Mr. COURT: No; it had been in the
Press. When Parliament met the next
session the newspapers wanted to know,
"What about the report of this all-party
committee?" Members of Parliament
wanted to know about this report. They
said, "When are we going to see it?" I
know that I did not have an easy life, as
a member of that committee; but in fair-
ness to the concern, and to honour the
promise I made to the then Government-
the Hawke Government-I did not disclose
publicly the terms of the recommenda-
tions: nor did Mr. Watts: and it was at the
convenience of the then Government-the
Hawke Government-that the terms were
disclosed to the Parliament and to the
public. And, of course, naturally they
were known all the time to the members
of the Hawke Government's Cabinet, be-
cause they had to make the decision about
the adoption of these recommendations.

It is as simple as that. Somebody has
either decided to do a somersault on what
they decided to do in 1957, or they just do
not understand what they are doing.
There is only one answer-it is just a com-
plete somersault, and it is letting down the
men of Chamberlain Industries who have
always accepted the fact that as soon as
it could conveniently be done this concern
would be given a chance to expand and to
flourish as a normal private enterprise
concern.

The member for Beeloo asked about the
wishes of the Rural and Industries Bank
commissioners. They support this. I say
that categorically: because the matter is
one which is under discussion with them
consistently. We must realise that they
are acting virtually as delegated agents for
the Government in this matter: and lest
there be some doubt in the minds of some
People over the writing-off of this sum of
£1,750,000-and this has been in the minds
of people for several years-I shall point
out that the Government will not lose
control of the venture, as I explained
yesterday. There will be at least a £2.3
million debt still owing-which will be
taken over by the public company If we
are successful in arranging a public flota-
tion on the terms I gave yesterday.

It is a condition, as I outlined, that the
Government would nominate a director as
long as there was any of that amount
outstanding. We Propose to try to have
the term of repayment reduced from the
50 years that was originally foreshadowed
by the all-party committee. At the time
it seemed as though we would have to
give very extended terms to get any of
the money back: but the way things are
going we hope to be able to negotiate
something better, and we hope to be able
to negotiate something very much better
in connection with the value of the shares.

Mr. Jamieson: The commissioners have
far more authority than just agents of
the company, under the Act.

Mr. COURT: The debt will continue as
it is. It will be fully protected with de-
bentures: we will have all the powers
which the Rural and Industries Bank have
at the present time until the whole of the
money is discharged. There is not going
to be a change in the constitution of
Chamberlain Industries. It will continue
as a separate entity: and we must not dis-
turb that constitution in the interests of
the company, because it has established a
bounty formula, and it would be disas-
trous to disturb that formula which has
worked well under the Present structure
of the industry. Any public company
would be a holding company with a
separate legal Identity, and in the interests
of the industry we should Preserve the very
satisfactory bounty arrangements which
exist.

It should be apparent that this amount
of £1,750,000 has been written off in the
minds of the Rural and Industries Hank,
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of the Treasury, of Chamberlain Indus-
tries, and of the public, ever since the
recommendations of the all-party com-
mnittee were accepted by the Hawke Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Jamieson: Then what are you wor-
ried about?

Mr. Fletcher- Then why the legislation?
Mr. COURT: It is for the purpose of do-

ing what I said yesterday-namely, to
make it clear beyond doubt. With all due
respect to the honourable member, I will
explain the position through a previous set
of circumstances which arose. The Hawke
Government agreed to guarantee a, very
large sum of money in connection with
Canterbury Court. The Hawke Govern-
ment did that in all good faith, and It
thought it had the power to do so under
the legislation-i forget the name of the
actual Act.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The In-
dustries Assistance Act.

Mr. COURT: The Hawke Government
honestly felt it had the power to guarantee
Canterbury Court; and it entered into this
contractual arrangemnent-or it wanted to
-and the solicitors for one of the poten-
tial lenders challenged the power of the
Government to give that guarantee. The
Government of the day was so far com-
mitted that it had to come to Parliament
and ask for an amendment to the Act.
Most members will remember the circum-
stances; because there were negotiations
between all the parties, and I know that
the Country Party and the Liberal Party
agreed, on certain terms, to a restricted
amendment.

That Is the sort of thing that arises
when something like that is challenged.
The Solicitor-General was quite emphatic
that the Government had all the power
it needed to guarantee Canterbury Court.
He still says that the Government had all
the power that it needed; but where a
legal doubt is raised, we have to remove
that legal doubt in the interests of all
concerned.

Mr. Fletcher: Has any legal doubt been
raised with regard to this?

Mr. COURT: Yes; that is why the legis-
lation is here. If a legal doubt had not
been raised, the legislation would not be
before the Rouse.

Mr. Jamnieson: Who raised this legal
doubt?

Mr. COURT: Strangely enough, it was
raised by the management of the company.
That is where it originated.

Mr. Jamieson: That is what we want to
to know. Are the Rural and Industries
Bank people quite happy about it?

Mr. COURT: So far as they were con-
cerned there was no reason for them to
worry about it. The amount had been

written off, and there are no interest pay-
ments on It. They will Dot lose by it. The
Treasury provided the funds originally.
The Rural and Industries Bank is not an
ordinary Bank; it operates on a different
basis of finance,

The member for Mt. Marshall raised
some pertinent points, and I will refer to
them in sequence. He referred to the safe-
guarding from take-overs, This Is an im-
portant point in the Government's mind.
We have had various approaches and we
have examined the beat way to transfer
Chamberlain Industries from Government
to private ownership. Superflctally lb
appeared at one stage that it might be
desirable for Chamberlain Industries to
join forces with a well -established corn-
pawy producing diversified farming imple-
ments and tractors; but present indications
are that it would be better to reverse the
procedure. That is why I enunciated a
scheme Yesterday to form a strong Aus-
tralian company-in this case a Western
Australian company-so that we may
ensure that there is a great Australian
company producing tractors and farming
implements.

There is no reason why Chamberlain In-
dustries could not expand and greatly
diversify the number of implements it
produces in this State. That is the objec-
tive of the Government in connection with
any transaction which is negotiated-to
make sure that Chamberlain Industries is
subject to a contract which delineates all
these particular principles in so far az
it is humanly possible to do so.

I think there is a future for a great Aus-
tralian tractor and farming equipment
company; but that future is not with a
Government concern. It will never reach
that status as aL Government concern.
And that is the key to the whole matter.
We want to create the circumstances and
the situation so that this company can de-
velop, as it should, to become a, tremen-
dous force in Australia, as a safeguard, if
one is needed, against extensive overseas
interests. I can assure the honourable
member that this is foremost in the Gov-
ernment's mind in all the negotiations we
have had, and this is influencing our con-
duct at the moment.

Mr. Jamieson: Why won't the company
rise under the present situation; why won't
it improve? The Volkswagen motorcar
company is in the same position.

Mr. COURT: I was going to deal with
this later on; but if it is the desire of the
honourable member that I should deal with
it now, I shall do so. If we try to expand
a concern like this as a State-owned con-
cern it is only a matter of time before
Government and Political interference will
take place. Let us face it. When we have
a concern like this, that is owned by a Gov-
ernment, it is only a matter of time before
Pressures are applied.
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Mr. J. Hegney: The other day I heard
the Prime Minister extolling the virtues of
the munitions factory at Lithgow. That
was established by a Labor Government 50
years ago and that is under Commonwealth
control.

Mr. COURT: That is an entirely different
prospect.

Mr. J. Hegney: NO; it is an Australian
concern.

Mr. COURT: Such a factory Is not in a
highly competitive world such as this
establishment is. It Is an entirely different
aspect altogether. One is backed by de-
fence, and is carried for certain periods
between wars and so on. The cost of such
a concern is borne deliberately by the
nation as part of the cost of keeping works
of that kind going. If this concern at
Welshpool is to expand at the rate we want
it to expand it must have a lot of capital
infused into it, some by the ploughing back
of Profits, some by new money-that is
some by borrowed money-and some by
share capital.

Therefore, we consider the best prospect
of achieving this is to make sure it Is
owned by people we can trust to develop
this industry to Its proper standard, with-
out its having any demands on the Trea-
surer; because the whole idea of the
Government during the time of the all-
party committee was to get this burden off
the State. In other words, the Govern-
ment said, "This far and no further." I
think that was the considered opinion of
the all-party committee, as is evidenced
in the recommendations made to the Gov-
ernment and adopted by the Government.

During his speech the member for Fre-
mantle asked for an assurance about
overseas interests. I think I have answered
that in dealing with the comments of the
member for Mt. Marshall.

Mr. Fletcher: I1 hope so.
Mr. COURT: At this point I should like

to digress a little by harking back to the
comments of the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition;, and in case there should be
any criticism of his absence, I would like
to explain to the House that he told me
privately that he had to leave for an im-
portant engagement, and that there was
no discourtesy meant.

Mr. Kelly: No messages from Russia?
Mir. COURT: He mentioned that the

previous Government had negotiated to
Sell this concern. He made no secret of it:
and he did disclose the name of the great
International Harvester concern. As a
result of our very close examination of this
position, we would prefer to deal with an
Australian concern, and one with a Western
Australian bias.

Mr. Cornell: Unfortunately there is only
one Australian agricultural machinery firm
left to do business with.

Mr. COURT: we are not going to do
business with that one, if that puts the
honourable member's mind at rest. I think
I know the firm to which the honourable
member is referring. In this instance it
will be a deal on its own. We feel the
better way is for Chamberlain Industries
to expand outwards rather than to be
attached to some other concern-at least
that is the intention at the moment, and
it appears to be a fairly well-set course.

I think I should remind members on the
other side that the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition said his Government had had
negotiations with people, including Inter-
national Harvesters; and, of course, that
is a tremendous concern owned out of
Australia. It is a very reputable concern:
but by no stretch of the imagination could
we regard it as a local concern. The
principle of sale was accepted by the Pre-
vious Government, both in the negotiations
themselves and in the recommendations of
the all-party committee that were adopted,

The member for Fremantle also queried
the shareholdings of the employees. I
would not give an undertaking that these
men and women could not sell their shares,
because it would defeat the whole object
of proprietorship, if they can sell them
at a premium at any time, and they want
to do so, I would not lift a finger to stop
them; and I am sure that upon reflection
members opposite would agree with that
course. That is part of the system. They
should be able to make the most of their
investment; and if they can make a few
Pounds tax-free through capital profit,
good luck to them. I am sure I would not
give any undertaking to place any restraint
whatever on their sale of shares.

During his speech the member for Swan
was critical of the fact that there had
not been a full disclosure. I do not know
how I could have been more frank yester-
day in stating the objectives of the Bill
and the plan in the mind of the Govern-
ment. I felt that when I Introduced a
Bill of this kind it was only fair I should
give a clear exposition of what the Gov-
ernment had in mind about the future of
the concern, and I did my best to do that.
Therefore, I cannot understand what the
honourable member is complaining about
when he says there was not a~ full dis-
closure. I was also surprised that he
pleaded ignorance of this committee report.
He was a member of the Hawke Govern-
ment.

I think the member for Warren has mis-
understood the position, because this
amount of capital and the Interest thereon
has been effectively written off for all prac-
tical purposes for a long time as a result
not only of Cabinet decision but of a
deliberate act through the normal Execu-
tive Council minute which, as I said, was
signed by both responsible Ministers, one
the Treasurer of the day and the other the
Minister for Lands, who Is in charge of
Rural and industries Bank legislation.
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The Deputy Leader of the Opposition,
who was expressing the official view on
behalf of the Leader of the apposition,
I think was off the beam. He tried tp
weave the 5.8.. transaction into this one,
which is completely different. The circum-
stances are in no way related; and he
does not seem to have cottoned on to the
Proposition that I outlined Yesterday,
whereby we expect to get at least £5 a
share for these shares-or at least we did
until this rumpus started. That is a tre-
mendous difference and with complete re-
lief to the State so far as future capital
is concerned. Any proposition, even with
the shares for nothing, would have been
cheerfully accepted by all members of this
House in 1955, 1956, or 1957.

Mr. Toms: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition possibly felt that it would be
the thin end of the wedge.

Mr. COURT: Of course, if people go
around looking for these skeletons and
shadows-

Mr. Toms: Experience has taught us to
do that.

Mr. COURT: -I cannot do anything
about it. I want to make these points:
This company is very heavily held up by
bounty. The Leader of the Opposition
attacked it in a different way from the
way I did. He summarised the totals for
the years I had listed, whereas I showed
them year by year; but it still gives the
same result. I think his total of profits
for the years I mentioned was about
£000,000 and the bounty about £1,400,000.
In the last Year the profit, if I remember
correctly, was £228,000 and the bounty was
£434,000: and the net result, if there had
been no bounty, would have been a loss
of £200,000.

The bounty is fixed until the year 1966,
and that has been the saviour of this par-
ticular company; because instead of hav-
ing a bounty on an annual basis-and the
Leader of the Opposition would remember
this one better than I would, but I think
at one time it used to be renewed annually
and there was a tremendous degree of un-
certainty about it-the Commonwealth
Government came good with a long-term
bounty arrangement which carries through
until 1966; and, as a result, everyone in
this industry knew where he stood. The
amount of the bounty per tractor is con-
siderable-something over £200-so mem-
bers can see that investors coming Into this
show have to back their ability to run
this establishment efficiently. If they
cannot close the gap between the proper
costs and the sale price available, ignor-
ing the bounty, they will have to carry
the burden themselves or rely upon Com-
monwealth Government assistance through
various forms. The report of the Tariff
Hoard made it clear that the bounty would
continue only until 1966 when it would be

withdrawn by the Commonwealth, if not
completely, to a substantial extent. So
the impact of this bounty should not be
forgotten.

It might look all right on paper to say
that a concern has made over £220.000
Profit in a year before charging tax on it.
but it has only been possible because of
the payment of a Commonwealth bounty
in excess of £400,000. Those are the fac-
tots that investors in the company have
to take into account if and when this
concern is floated into a public company:
and I repeat that if it is done in that way
it requires a prospectus.

Any move towards floating a concern
into a public company will mean that the
Provisions of the Companies Act will have
to be observed. This will require the under-
writers to submit a full report, required
according to the provisions of the Com-
panies Act, and at that time the public
will be given the opportunity to apply for
shares. I sincerely hope that not only will
the employees take an Interest in the
share issue, but that the distributors,
farmers, and members of the general
Public will also be interested in. the float-
ing of this company. That is the best
way to have security: to have a wide cross-
section of the community with their money
invested in the company. That will
ensure, more than anything else that I
know of. the future stability, the pros-
perity, and the expansion of this company.

Mr. Pletcher: It would depend on the
Proportion of the shares held. Who holds
the Preponderance of them?

Mr. COURT: it Is essential to have some
interested group to ensure always the
financial stability of the concern and its
technical know-how. It is essential to
have a group such as that looking after
the top management. I cannot be precise
as to the exact percentage distribution of
the shares; but It is the objective of the
Government that not less than 50 per
cent. of the shares shall be held by people
who qualify as employees, distributors,
farmers, or as ordinary members of the
Public. I cannot imagine any better
security for the future of the concern than
that. If the shares Prove to be worth more
than what we get for them it will be West
Australians in the main that will be reap-
ing the benefit, Surely that is a good con-
cept and something that should be sup-
Ported by all of us. We have to keep in
mind that this is not a State trading con-
cern under the State Trading Concerns
Act. It is a proprietary company which
has an equity capital in shares, and it is
the shares that we are selling.

Mr. Brady: In whose names are the
Shares held at the moment?

Mr. COURT: The shares are held by the
bank as mortgagees in possession, with the
exception of 25 per cent.- which are held



2552 [ASSEMIBLY.]

by a small group. These shares are held Question Put and a division taken with
under a trust deed. The beneficial owner
is still the bank; but for reasons of taxa-
tion, to protect the accumulated losses of
the concern under the Income Tax Assess-
ment Act, they have to be held under a
trust deed. However, for all practical pur-
Poses the shares are held by the Rural
and Industries Bank as mortgagees in
possession.

I sincerely hope that we can return to
the atmosphere that existed when the all-
Party committee met and when the
Government subsequently adopted its
recommendations, instead of continuing
our discussions in the rather acrimonious
atmosphere that has entered the Cham-
ber this afternoon. I must confess that
I did not expect such a change in atmos-
phere, because I thought we were at one on
this particular issue. I thought that fav-
ourable atmosphere would remain in the
Chamber until the member for Beelco
got up and made his remarks.

Mr. Hawke: What did the member for
South Perth say?

Mr. COURT: He was commenting not
so much on my proposition but as to the
reason for the absence of the Leader of
the Opposition. He was rather surprised
-and I must confess I was-that the
Leader of the Oppostion did not indicate.
when he finished speaking at the luncheon
adjournment, he was opposing the Bill.

Mr. Hawke: I will make that clear in a
moment.

Mr. COURT: That was the point the
member for South Perth was making: that
the Leader of the Opposition did not state
at any stage in his speech that he was
opposed to the Bill. There was no indica-
tion, right up to the time the Leader of
the Opposition finished speaking at 12.50
p.m.. that he was going to oppose the Bill.
Everything was very friendly-like.

Mr. W. Hegney: He got well and truly
into the garbage bin, that's what!

Mr. Hawke: What was the reason he
gave for my absence?

Mr. COURT: As I understood it, he said
that the Leader of the Opposition was
attending some function in his electorate
with the Minister for Police.

Mr. Hawke: He gave that explanation?

Mr. COURT: He did, on several occa-
sions in my bearing, say that the Leader
of the Opposition was attending the open-
ing of a police station in his electorate.
He must have said that, because I can re-
member one honourable member on the
other side of the Chamber suggesting that
the Leader of the Opposition should lock
him up in it. So I think it is fair to say
that the member for South Perth did say
where the Leader of the Opposition had
gone; that he was in his electorate.

the following result:-
Ayes-

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mrt. Cromnmelin
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Gayter
Mr. Grarden
Mr. Gutbrie
Mr. Hart
Dr. Kenn
Mr. Hutchuison

Bickerton
Brady
Currao,
Davies
Fletcher
Grahamn
Hll
Hawke
Heal
J. Hegney
W. Hellney

Mr.
Mr.
Mr'
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr. Burt
Mr. Craig
Majority for-i.

Mr,. Lewis
Mdr. 1. W. Manning
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Runciman
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williamns
Mr. O'Neil

Noes-22
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Kelly
Mr. D. G. May
Mr. Moir1
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldfield
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. SeweDl
Mr. TomEs
M~r. H. May

(Teller)J

(Teller )
Pairs

Noes
Mr. Evans
Mr. Tonkin

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. 1. W.

Manning) in the Chair; Mr. Court (Minis-
ter for Industrial Development) in charge
of the Bill.

Clause 1: Shoet title-
Mr. JTAMIESON: I move an amendment-

Page 2, line 40-Delete the word
"Release" and substitute the word
"Cancellation."

It appears to me that the release and dis-
charge of a company's responsibilities in
this connection must be more clearly de-
fined than it is. The release of a debt would
be the same debt which, at a later stage,
could be picked up. But it is not the Min-
ister's intention to pick up this debt. Ftrm
his remarks it Is a cancellation, and con-
sequently it should be clearly Indicated
that it is not a release of debt but. in effect,
a cancellation of debt.

Mr. COURT: I cannot agree with the
proposition put forward by the member
for Beeloo. First of all I consider it un-
necessary; and, secondly, what he proposes
is not in accordance with the spirit of the
Bill. Clauses 2 and 3 are the operative
clauses. Clause 2 seeks to place the posi-
tion back where it was. In other words if
this becomes law it means the write-off
never took place.

Clause 3 gives statutory power to the
commissioners and the Treasurer on be-
half of the Crown in right of the State to
do certain things, one of which is to write
off and reduce in one or more amounts the
company's debt up to an amount not ex-
ceeding in the aggregate the scheduled
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amounts. Another is that they may release
and discharge the company from the
liability to Pay any amount so written off
and reduced.

In other words the statutory Power is
involved in clause 3. Before we give the
statutory power we must remove all doubt
as to the position, and this is done in clause
2. It does not mean that if this legislation
is passed the commissioners and the T'reas-
urer will write these amounts off. We did
not want to draw up the legislation on
the basis that the commissioners and the
Treasurer would have to write off £1,750,000.
We hope that the amount will be less. Hut
in case it is necessary, the Hill is drafted
so that they can write off an amount up to
the amount set out in the schedule. It
must be remembered that they may write
off; not that they shall write off this
amount.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. HAWKE: This might be the most
appropriate opportunity for me to say a
few words about reports I have received
in connection with expressions of opinion
made regarding my attitude.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
The Leader of the Opposition must relate
his remarks to the clause.

Mr. HAWKE: I shall. The clause states-
This Act may be cited as the Cham-

berlain Industries Pty. Ltd. (Release
of Debt) Act, 1962.

Clauses 2 and 3 deal firstly with a deelara-
Uion in law to the effect that the company,
Chamberlain Industries Ltd., is not re-
leased, and is not discharged from an
amount of capital indebtedness to the bank
and to the Treasury which is, in fact, in
the books and records of the Treasury and
bank already written-off or reduced.

As explained by the Minister, clause 3
gives the commissioners and Treasurer the
right, in the name of the State, to write
off and reduce any one or more amounts of
the company's debt, up to an amount not
exceeding the aggregate amount set out in
the schedule. Clause I contains the name of
this legislation; and as you may know M~r.
Chairman, Chamberlain Industries Pty.
Ltd. is a group which operates an industry
at Welshpool for the Production of agri-
cultural machinery of various types.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Wouldn't it be
easier on the third reading?

Mr. HAWKE: Would not what be easier?
I think the Minister is somewhat confused
as to my objective. I have no objection to
the proposed short title of the Hill. I think
it is clearly, carefully, and concisely ex-
pressed; and the draftsman is deserving
of some commendation for the way he has
handled the wording of this clause. It is
one of the best-drafted clauses I have seen
in a Bill in my experience In this State or
any other.

I can only express the hope that some
of the clauses contained in other Hills are
as concisely and clearly drafted as this
one. Since the Minister for Health made
his interjection, which indeed contained a
suggestion for my consideration, I have
been thinking over it. I think his sug-
gestion has a good deal of merit and I
propose to embrace it.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 2 put and passed.
Clause 3: Power to The Commissioners

and the Treasurer to release and discharge
the company from certain amount of
debt-

Mr. BRADY: I understood the Minister
to say that the initial share capital of
£50,008 was raised, of which the Chamber-
lain family subscribed £8. Can the Minis-
ter inform me who subscribed the balance
of £50,000? From the inception of this
concern it has, in fact, been a State en-
terprise, although that may not be the
legal position.

Mr. COURT: The share capital of the
company has no relationship to this clause.
This clause refers to the amount of loan
money that has been made available to
the company. What I was explaining
earlier today was that the issued share
capital of the company was £50,008 made

up of.£1.sas. In point of fact, the
only cash contributed was £8, and the
other £50,000 was created share capital by
a series of book entries.

Mr. Cornell: Was that goodwill?
Mr. COURT: I cannot remember exactly

which item was used as the guinea pig.
The member for Mt. Marshall. with his
vast experience in these matters, would
accept the term "Intangibles" as the
method by which the necessary capital was
raised. The company was attracted by the
Government to this State to establish the
industry, and the company did commit its
private assets in another State where it
successfully carried on a business. Those
assets formed part of the security. Prom
memory that is what I recall of the situa-
tion, but the family did not contribute
more than £8 in cash to the share capital.

Clause put and passed.
Schedule put and passed.
Preamble put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
MEL COURT (Nedlands-Minister for

Industrial Development) [5.54 p.m.]: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time.
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MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
opposition) L5.55 pm.]: I understand the
member for South Perth, during the
second reading debate, made some quite
reckless statements in connection with my
attitude to this Bill. I would like to re-
late briefly the situation as it was, and
as it affected me. You will remember, Mr.
Speaker, that at approximately 12.50 p.m.
you left the Chair until the ringing of the
bells, the purpose being to enable mem-
bers to have lunch.

During the course of my speech I took it
for granted you would leave the Chair at
about 12.57 pin. I had so organised my
second reading speech as to finish at or
about that time. However, when you de-
clared your intention at 12.50 p.m. to leave
the Chair, and did in fact leave the Chair,
it was impossible for me to say all I had
intended to say.

The Premier, as well as the Minister for
Industrial Development, knew I had a
long-standing commitment to travel to
Wundowie. to arrive there at 3 p.m. to
take part in the official opening by a Mini-
ster of the Crown of a new Police station
which the Government had constructed
in recent weeks. I made that journey,
leaving Parliament House at 1.45 p.m.

A few moments after you left the Chair,
Mr. Speaker. I spoke to the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition and to the mem-
ber for Beeloo regarding the attitude
which I intended to express on this Bill.
at some time between 12.50 and 12.57 p.m.,and which I was not able to express, be-
cause you left the Chair at 12.50 p.m.'

To suggest that between the times you
left the Chair at 12.50 p.m. and before the
House resumed at, presumably, 2.15 p.m.
someone from somewhere got hold of me
and laid it down that I must do this or
that, and that the Opposition must oppose
the Bill, is a sheer invention on the part
of the member for South Perth: because
no-one was In contact with me about this
Bill either between 12.50 P.m. and 1.45
p.m. when I left Perth, or at any time
since, or before this Bill was introduced.

Quite clearly, and beyond any possible
doubt, the suggestions and allegations--
if one cares to call them such-made by
the member for South Perth were sheer
inventions of his imagination, motivated
by a great deal of bitter party-political
animosity.

MRf. GRAYDEN (South Perth) (6 pm.]:
I will be extremely brief, but I want to
say this: The statements I made were
couched in relatively moderate terms in
comparison with some of the statements
that have been made since by members of
the Opposition. One of the statements I
made was to the effect that the Leader of
the Opposition spoke in the House on this
Bill for 34 minutes prior to the luncheon
suspension, and during the whole of those

34 minutes there was not a sentence in his
speech-not a single word-to indicate he
opposed this Bill.

The Leader of the Opposition is now in
the House and he can explain-I would be
pleased if he would do so by way of inter-
jection-how on an important issue of this
kind, he could speak for 34 minutes without
at any time indicating he was opposed to
the Hill.

Mr. Hawke: I have done it many times.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am satisfied that he
was in support of the Bill, because at the
end of his 34-minute speech he made this
statement-

I have no desire to introduce a
jarring note into the proceedings, or
even to start a ripple upon the friendly
waters of the Minister's implication.

That was just one of the statements he
made. He made other statements which
would indicate he was entirely in accord
with what the Minister said when he Intro-
duced the Bill. Therefore, I can be par-
doned for drawing attention to the fact
that between the time the Leader of the
Opposition finished his speech prior to the
luncheon suspension and the time the Op-
Position came back to the Chamber the
members of the Opposition bad changed
their attitude.

Mr. Tonkin: No they hadn't!I

Mr. GRAYDEN: Alter the luncheon sus-
Pension, members of the Opposition were
bitterly opposed to this Bill. What I asked
was simply this: What happened during
the luncheon suspension-

Mr. Graham: We had lunch.

Mr. GRAYDEN: -to cause the Opposi-
tion to change its views in this way? There
have been many protests about what I had
to say: but what I had to say was com-
paratively moderate to what has been said
by members of the Opposition. It reminds
me of the Shakespearean expression which
goes something like this: Methinks he doth
protest to much; particularly when the
Leader of the Opposition gets up in the
Committee stage on the first clause and
speaks for ten minutes virtually trying to
find some way to defend himself, and again
on the third reading. One could be par-
doned for thinking there must have been
some pretty good reason why the Leader
of the Opposition bad to leave this House
in the middle of an important speech and
go to his electorate.

The Leader of the Opposition certainly
stated that he made this appointment to
be present at the opening of the police
station some considerable time ago, but I
would remind him that I understand it was
the Minister for Police who was opening
this police station and not the Leader of
the Opposition.

Mr. Hawke: You are right for once.
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Mr. GRAYDEN: I have already pointed
out to members that when they receive in-
vitations to these functions--

Point of Order
Mr. J1. HEGNE Y: The point of order I

wish to make is that the statements now
being made by the member for South
Perth are not relative to the third reading
of this Bill.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I think
the honourable member is quite right.

Debate Resumed
Mr. GRAYDEN: I apologise for making

those statements. I agree with you, Mr.
Speaker, but I am simply replying to some
of the statements made by the Leader of
the Opposition, and I will condense what
I was going to say by stating that the
Leader of the Opposition had no right to
leave an Important debate of this kind
simply to attend a function in his elec-
torate.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
honourable member Is again getting away
f rom the Bill.

Mr. ORAYDEN: This is an important
Eml as it involves the possible sale of a
huge Western Australian industry-an in-
dustry that employs many Western Auis-
tralians. Yet the Leader of the Opposition
chose to be absent from this debate to
attend a function in his electorate.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
I have already told the honourable member
three times that he must not carry on in
that manner.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes-23
Mr. Haveln
Mr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mdr. Crommtelin
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Gayter
Mr. (hayden
Mr. Guthie
Mr. Hart
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Curran
Mr. Davies
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Hassey

Ayes
Mr. Burt
Mr. Craig

Mr. Lewis
Mr. L. W. Man
Mr. W. A. Mar
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Runcinan
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williams
Mr. O'Neii

Jam~ieson
Kelly
D. 0. May
Molir
Norton
aidifeld
Rha titan
Rowbe try
Sewell
Toms
H. may

Noes-22
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

lPairs
Noss

Mt. Evans,
Mr. Tonklin

Majority for-I.
Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

STATE FORESTS
Revocation of Dedication: Council's

Message
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had concurred in
the Assembly's resolution.

BILLS (2): RETURNED
1. Fisheries Act Amendment Bill.
2. Royal Visit Holiday Bill.

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 3)

Receipt and First Reading
Bill received from the Council; and, on

motion by Mr. Court (Minister for Indus-
trial Development) read a first time.

RIGHTS IN WATER AND
IRRIGATION ACT AMENDMENT

BILL

In Committee
Resumed from an earlier stage of the

sitting. The Chairman of Committees (Mr:.
1. W. Manning) In the Chair; Mr. Wild
(Minister for Water Supplies) in charge of
the Bill.

Clause 8: Section 20 repealed and re-
enacted-

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
on the clause to which Mr. Tonkin (Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) had moved the
following amendment:-

Page 5, line 19-Delete the word
"may" and substitute the word "shall."

olng Mr. WILD: I have had this examined by
the officers of the Public Works Depart-
ment and, frankly, It does not make that
much difference. I cannot imagine there
would be too many applications which
would be rejected. Therefore I am not
going to persist with my objection to this

(Teller)J amendment.
Amendment put and passed.

Mr. BRADY: As the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition is not here to move the
second amendment he mentioned, I move-

Page 5, line 21-Delete the word
"may" and substitute the word "shall."

Amendment put and passed.
(Teller I Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clauses 9 and 10 put and passed.
Title put and Passed.

Report
Bill reported, with amendments, and the

report adopted.
Sitting suspended from 6.16 to 7.30 p.m.
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LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT general license are invariably known as
BILL (No. 3)
Second Reading

MR. COURT (Nedlands.-Minister for
Industrial Development) [7.35 P.M.]:
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill has already been considered in
the Legislative Council and Passed in an
amended form to that in which it was
originally introduced. When it became
known that the Government intended in-
troducing legislation to amend the Licens-
Ing Act, the Minister for Justice received
many representations and requests from
various sources for amendments to the Act.
All these were examined by Cabinet, as a
result or which a number of the sugges-
tions have been incorporated in this Bill.

As this Bill is a substantial piece of
legislation comprising 63 clauses, quite a
number of which deal with minor matters,
it is not proposed to deal with each clause
specifically, as any particular points may
be dealt with in Committee.

With regard to the dcfinition of "bottle"
it seems obvious that a definition must be
inserted to provide for containers other
than the usual glass bottle. This is in
keeping with modern trends.

Licensing districts are at present based
on electoral districts as they stood in 1921,
and this has led to anomalous situations
in same fringe suburban areas. There
were only 12 metropolitan Legislative
Assembly seats in 1921, compared with 22
now. For instance, parts of the northern
suburbs of Perth are still in the Moore
licensing district, as those parts were in-
cliuded in that district in 1921.

The Bill sets up a metropolitan licens-
ing district comprising the area of the 22
metropolitan electorates: and outside that
area each electoral district will be a licens-
ing district, subject to any subsequent re-
distribution. The amendment has par-
ticular reference to the numerical strength
of clubs applying for a license. Such clubs
at present within the existing metropoli-
tan licensing district must have a minimum
of 100 members, but it wouild be possible
under present conditions for clubs in some
of the fringe suburbs to claim registra-
tion with only 50 members. The amend-
ment will remove the anomaly, and also
anomalies which exist in country areas:
as, for instance, the necessity at present to
retain licensing districts at such places as
Leonora, Menzies, and others where elec-
toral districts have long ceased to exist.

There are several amendments which will
lessen the amount of paper work required
of the Governor and of the Minister in
connection with approvals of mere formali-
ties. The "hotel license" is to be re-
defined as the "limited hotel license" be-
cause the premises of the publican's

hotels. The term "hotel license" is mis-
leading because such licenses refer only
.o Premises where sates of liquor are
limited.

Licenses may not, in future, be tranis-
ferred to other than British subjects, or
granted to persons under 21 Years of age.
The "Australian wine and beer license" is
to be extended to include Australian spirits.
There were no Australian spirits on the
market when the first of these licenses
was issued. No new licenses will, however,
lie issued in future.

There are important amendments affect-
ing- the obligations of Australian wine
Ic ensees--that is, wine saloons. Outstand-
ing improvements in the design of modern
beer drinking bars with their pleasant
surroundings, bright lighting, etc., could
well be applied to many of the rather
dingy wine saloons which are evident in
the metropolitan area. The amendment
will Permit the holder of an Australian
wine license to conduct more than one bar
room. It Is hoped the passing of that
amendment will be an encouragement to
holders of such licenses to lift the stan-
dard of the facilities available on their
premises.

In future, licensees of railway refresh-
went rooms will have the same trading
hours as managers of refreshment rooms
conducted by the department. The hours
of trading of railway refreshment rooms
will be from one hour prior to arrival to
one hour following departure of trains or
railway buses, but no liquor will be sold
on Good Friday, Christmas flay, or before
1 p.m. on Anzac flay.

The basic restriction on the num-
ber of licenses whichl can be issued
to that existing on the 31st December, 1922,
is being dispensed with, and also the
qualification that an increase in popula-
tion must be proved to justify the issue
of a new license in any district in excess
of that 1922 quota. The Bill will also
have the effect of resolving the unsatis-
factory state of affairs now existing under
which a new licensee on one side of a
street pays the premium, and the one on
the other side does not.

At present, any resident in a licensing
district may make application to the court
for additional accommodation, renovation.
or structural alterations of a hotel upon
proof that public convenience requires it.
An Inspector of licensed premises may also
make such application on behalf of a resi-
dent. This Bill proposes that the inspector
may submit the application in his own
right.

At present it is permissible to remove or
transfer a club certificate anywhere in the
State and there is a provision in this Bill
that other licenses should also be permitted
the same privilege. The licenses of some
country hotels, in particular, could pos-
sibly be removed with good effect to newly
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expanding country or suburban areas.
The Australian Hotels Association recom-
mended this amendment.

The payment of the minimum fee has
become obsolete with the increased cost of
liquor. Practically all licensees now pay
more than the minimum. The discontinu-
ance of the minimum license system will
obviate unnecessary work by both the li-
censee and court officials.

There is an amendment which makes
the obligations of a licensee more explicit
in the matter of receiving guests. At
present, if the staff has gone off duty, even
at a comparatively early hour, the licensee
can refuse and plead, "reasonable cause"
for refusing food, etc. The amendment
provides that a defence to a charge of an
offence against the relative section lies in
proving to the satisfaction of the court,
that, having regard to all the circum-
stances. the licensee had, in fact, reason-
able grounds for so refusing.

Liquor in quantities of less than one gal-
lon may at present be obtained on credit
from a licensee by bona fte lodgers, pas-
sengers, and travellers. In future, such
liquor may only be obtained on credit by
bona fie lodgers.

There is a popular contention that
a "resident" child can frequent a bar. The
relative section in the Bill disposes of that
contention. A bar as defined, would not,
incidentally, be considered to include the
guests' lounge or sitting room, even if
drinks were brought therein: so the
amendment appears quite reasonable.

A rather archaic provision under which
a licensee is compelled to allow inquests
to be held on his premises has been re-
moved from the Act.

Mr. Fletcher: There is a lot of that!
Mr. Brady: Would it be because some-

body was dead drunk?
Mr. Jaieson: They are post inortems.

Mr. COURT: I think it is intended to
be an inquest in the proper sense. I am
not suggesting it is an inquest on the
condition of those who participated the
night before.

Mr. Moir: It might have been on
Saturday's races.

Mr. COURT: There are important
amendments concerning club membership.
Only "ordinary members" may, in the
future, be counted in ascertaining the
number of members to comply with the
Act. Existing clubs will be given two Years'
grace to comply with this provision. The
Act contains a list of Government and
local government officials who will auto-
matically become honorary members of any
club, when invited by the club for the
purpose of any specific function, and also
their deputies and those accompanying
them.

1911

One of the important new classes of
membership to be included is that of junior
members when a club is primarily devoted
to some athletic purpose. Also, the term
"provisional members" will include male
persons as well as females entitled under
club rules to exercise the full privileges
of the club. A 'country member" of a
club within the metropolitan licensing
district will be a member who ordinarily
resides not less than 25 miles distant from
the club premises and, in the case of clubs
outside the metropolitan district, not less
than 15 miles distant.

Members' subscriptions shall not, in
future, be less than £2 2s. per annum, and
that Provision affects clubs already in
existence as well as those later to be regis-
tered. Many of the amendments in the
Bill clearly confirm that the administrators
of the Act frown on clubs being main-
tained mainly from liquor sales; Yet it is
a fact, with the changing value of money,
and the inflated costs of management,
with no consequent rise in minimum sub-
scriptions, that has in many cases been
the effect.

There is a. proposal to restrict the num-
ber of occasions on which "extraordinary
honorary members" may be admitted to
a club in any one Year to 55 occasions.
The Association of Registered Clubs wants
the number to be 55. Of particular inter-
est is the fact that one club was granted
135 permits in the past year and, obviously,
that number is far too many.

There is an amendment to prevent the
sale of kegs by clubs for consumption else-
where than on the club premises; excepting
that when such club premises are situated
outside the metropolitan licensing district
within a townsite in which there are no
premises the subject of a publican's
general license, or a wayside-house license
-unless there is such a license being oper-
ated within four miles of such a club-
that restriction shall not apply.

Christmas Day is to be added as a Pro-
hibited day in clubs, the same as in hotels.
The final provision to which I wish to refer
is that the Act will come into operation
on a day to be proclaimed.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Brady.

LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 2)

Second Reading

Debate resumed, from the 1st November,
on the following motion by Mr. Cornell:-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. COURT (Nedlands--Minister for
Industrial Development) [7.47 p.m.]: This
Bill, which was introduced into the Cham-
ber by the member for Mt. Marshall, has
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already been passed in another place and
has been fully explained by the honourable
member who is in charge of it in this
House.

So far as the Government is concerned.
all members on the Government side are
free to vote as they think fit on this par-
ticular Bill. This has been the custom
in connection with measures of this type,
and I want to make that quite clear at
the outset, because any comments I ex-
press in respect of the Bill will be my own
views and I am not in any way express-
ing the Government's views or those of
any member or groups of members on this
side. That applies to Ministers as well as
to the private members on the Government
side.

I am opposed to the legislation because
I feel that if we accept this principle in
respect of the particular hotels concerned
we will in effect be taking a very resolute
step towards Sunday drinking in the
metropolitan area.

Mr. Tonkin: How does it differ from
Rottnest?

Mr. COURT: I am just about to explain
the reasons why I supported that legisla-
tion and do not support this Bill. I con-
sider the Rottnest legislation to be of a
very special type, as I explained when that
Bill was before the House. Residents of
and visitors to Rottnest cannot drink .on
Sundays, even if they want to do so, under
the existing law, as people on the main-
land can. It is comparatively simple for
people on the mainland, living in one of
the metropolitan suburbs to get into a car
and go to a hotel which Is outside the
existing limits. Then there are prescribed
hours in which they can drink; whereas if
a person is on Rottnest he is offshore some
11 miles and he cannot just get into a car
and go outside the boundary.

The position at Rottnest is completely
different. Rottnest is an island and it is a
distinctive case and does not create any
anomalies. However, once we make special
cases and alter the radius conception that
at present exists in repect of the metro-
politan area, we break new ground al-
together and it is only a matter of time
before we find that we have gone a long
way towards accepting the principle of
Sunday drinking in the metropolitan area.

I would like to make it clear that as an
individual, and not speaking on behalf of
the Government, I am opposed to opening
hotels on Sundays in the metropolitan
area. T think we have very liberal licens-
ing laws: and, with the modern amenities
that are available to the average housewife
and the average householder these days,
there are ample facilities for them to have
a drink if they want one. If they cannot
be satisfied by having a drink in their own
homes or in the homes of their friends
according to their own arrangements I do

not know where we are heading. There is
no need to elaborate further on the Bill
because the honourable member who intro-
duced it gave a very full and clear exposi-
tion of what is intended by the measure.

MR. DUNN (Darling Range) [7.51
p.m.): I rise to support the Bill, and in
doing so I trust that the members of the
Chamber will understand that what I am
about to say will be deivered in a con-
structive rather than a critical sense. if
we turn our minds back to 1951 when
this legislation was introduced to give us
our Present drinking conditions on Sunday,
we find that at the time the Bill was
debated the conditions that pertained
throughout the State in regard to drink-
ing were, to say the least, chaotic. In
certain country centres, such as Kalgoorlie
and Collie, drinking on Sundays, in some
instances from 9 am. to 9 p.m., became
the accepted thing.

Mr. Moir: That is not right.

Mr. DUNN: That was, of course, in
direct opposition to the law until we
finished up with a Gilbertian situation
where the members of the Barmen's and
Barmaids' Union approached the Arbitra-
tion Court to award them penalty rates
for working on Sunday.

It was also true that in many of the
country towns it had become the accepted
practice to have a morning and afternoon
drinking session on Sunday and those
people who did not enjoy the advantage
of being able to drink on licensed premises
on a Sunday were obliged to buy a keg if
they wished to have a drink on that day.
I know of a place, not very far from here.
where it was the accepted practice to have
available on Sunday a 10-Gallon keg and
the subscription for each person was 5s.;
the profits from the takings being donated
annually to the Daily News Xmas F'und for
Orphans.

Therefore I think the amendments
which were made to the Act were common-
sense. A limited radial distance from the
Perth Town Hall had to be Prescribed and
so a limit of 20 miles was fixed in the Act
as being the most suitable.

It seems to me that we have now reached
the stage where the Act Should be tidied
up to include those hotels which are just
inside that limit. Take, for instance, Mun-
daring Weir, which is approximately 26
miles by road from the Perth Town Hall;
and Mundaring itself, which is 21 miles by
road from the centre of the city. The
country that lies between the Perth Town
Hall and those two particular spots is, to
a great extent, bush country. Now that
the impact of the Provisions of the town
Planning legislation is creating a situation
where we have large tracts of land being
set aside for green belts and open spaces.
and we have the expanse of rural and
semi-rural land, which has a great effect,
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on limiting the subdivision of land, it
is fairly clear that there is not likely to be
much metropolitan development in those
areas in the future.

So it would seem that the people who
live in these outer fringe areas and who are
served with a very poor transport system
are going to be far removed from the met-
ropolitan area, in much the same way as
Rottnest is by the sea. However, if we
study the situation in the metropolitan
area we find that the Licensing Act does
Provide facilities for a large number of
people living in the metropolitan area
who are members of sporting clubs, such as
golf clubs, bowling clubs, and so on, which
enjoy the special privilege of being able
to serve liquor on Sundays, a privilege
which is not enjoyed by those who are liv-
ing outside the 20-miles radial limit.

in considering the four places that have
been mentioned in the Bill it seems to me
it is fairly sound thinking to dis-
sociate them from the rest of the metro-
politan area because, in fact, they are well
away from the city. Parkerville, Mundar-
ing Weir, and Mundaring certainly are.
It would seem to me, anyway, that it is
commonsense to regard them in that light.

in support of the Bill I would like to
-refer to the oft-quoted phrase that on
Sunday if one goes to Sawyers Valley or
Thockingham one sees a disgraceful exhibi-
tion of drinking; and it has been re-
peatedly said that it reminds one of a pig
swill. To me that points to two things;
-namely, that the people of the metropoli-
tan area are obviously desirous of enjoy-
Ing the facilities which are made avail-
able to the country folk, and that the
facilities provided under the Act are totally
Inadequate.

I suggest to the House that it
would be a wise plan to open up the hotels
at these four paints and thus help to
remedy the situation that now evists. If
we did so the advantages that would be
gained would be that the people who want
a drink on Sunday would be able to drink
in reasonably comfortable and civilised.
circumstances, and those who are charged
with the responsibility of administering
the Act, such as the police and members
of the Licensing Court, would have a better
chance of satisfying everyone. That seems
to me to be fairly sensible.

The burden which is Imposed on the
metropolitan people by the Provisions of
this Act as it stands at the moment is. one
which could be considerably lightened by
the use of those four places mentioned in
the Bill. I would remind members that if
we are considering this proposition we have
to start at some point to obtain sane think-
ing and accept the fact that we are con-
doning Sunday drinking in certain areas
and preventing it in others. I consider
that whilst it may not be a desirable state
of affairs to permit hotels throughout the

metropolitan area to serve drink on Sun-
days, it is certainly sensible to give those
who want a drink Sundays an opportunity
to drink in reasonable civilised conditions.

Mr. Bickerton-, Start a roster system.
Mr. DUNN: We could have a roster

system and we could put the honourable
member in charge of it; he would be just
the man.

I would like to draw the attention of the
House to this question of sectionalising
the population. Under the Bill we have
sectionalised the people into groups. We
have one group that lives in the country,
and another group, the members of which
are willing and able to join clubs; and
there are those who are not able to join
clubs. I feel that any legislation that we
pass should be such that it would give
everybody an equal chance to enjoy the
facilities of social drinking on Sunday.

in talking about the problems associated
with my own electorate, I would refer
members to those related to Mundaring
Weir. As members will know, Mundaring
Weir is a secluded spot some few miles
from Mundaring itself. The population
there comprises mainly people who work In
the Forests Department and in the Water
Supply Department, and they are not get-
ting what I consider is a fair crack of
the whip in regard to the hotel facilities
that are provided, because the hotel has
not enough customers to keep the premises
and the service up to the standard which
the Licensing Court requires.

Indeed, I venture the opinion that
should the Licensing Court wish to be hard
in this matter It could very quickly force
that hotel Into a Position where it would
be impassible for it to meet the require-
ments of the Act, thus compelling it to
close down. In fact, the people responsible
for the running of the hotel are finding it
so difficult to make ends meet that they
are discussing the possibility of converting
it into a "C"-class hospital.

While this may not be serious to most
members, it is something that has to be
considered from the tourist angle. I under-
stand that through the medium of the
tourist department the Government is
spending some £5,000 to £5.000 on develop-
ing Mundaring Weir as a tourist resort.
In order to keep up with this trend, the
hotel must be in a position to meet the
demands which this rejuvenation of the
tourist trade will bring.

Mr. J. Hegney: How will this affect the
Kalamunda Hotel?

Mr. DUNN: That is some nine miles
from Mundaring Weir, and I do not
imagine for one moment that it will have
any effect upon the Kalamunda Hotel. In
fact, I will go so far as to say it will have
no effect on that hotel. The point I was
making was that this hotel, by virtue of
the fact that the Government has seen fit
to spend this money through the tourist
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department, will be placed in the position
of having to improve its standard con-
siderably to cope with the tourists who will
flock to the area.

When I say it is 26 miles by road from
Perth, members can see that it will assist
in alleviating the burden and the pressure
which at the moment is placed on the
Sawyers Valley Hotel in its endeavours to
cope with the tremendous business it re-
ceives on Sundays.

I would like to conclude by getting back
to the point I originally made. If we ac-
cept the fact that Sunday drinking is
good for a few, then we must also accept
the fact that it is good for the rest of
the populace. Since we have catered to
a great extent for the metropolitan area
by way of clubs, I think it is only fair that
People from the metropolitan area who
do not belong to clubs, and who still want
a drink, should have facilities Provided
besides those that exist at the moment.

I am sure the development of these four
Places would be an additional advantage
in that they would provide proper facili-
ties for people to enjoy their Sunday
drinking. Instead of forcing the Populace
into becoming, shall I say, pigs in their
habits, we should encourage them to live
like human beings, and enjoy the same
facilities which others enjoy in their Pat-
ronage of clubs within the metropolitan
area. I cannot see how the inclusion of
these four places could in any way be
construed as the flrst lever to open up the
whole of the metropolitan area to Sun-
day drinking. To me it would be a com-
pletely rational thing to tidy up the loose
ends in the Act which was brought down
in 195 1.

MR. CORNELL (Mt. Marshall) 18.5
p.m.): I am rather overwhelmed, Mr.
Speaker, at the response to this Bill. Gen-
erally the debates on Licensing Act
measures take up much more time. I
thought I was rather slow in getting to MY
feet, and I am sorry if I have cut off any-
body's water, or anything like that.
Whether this is a favourable, or unfavour-
able portent, I do not know. I appreciate
what the Minister for industrial Develop-
ment said on this matter; namely that the
Government members--and I take It that
embraces his Cabinet colleagues-would be
free to vote as they wished.

I feel I must join issue with the Minister
In a small way on the differentiation be-
tween this Bill, and the one the Chamber
dealt with last week in relation to extended
drinking hours at Rottnest on Sundays.
To say they are different is possibly Just
correct. Fundamentally, the principles in
this Bill and the one applying to Rottnest
are the same. Both places come within
the radius prescribed by the Bill, and there-
fore are similar in regard to the supply of
liquor.

Mr. J. Hegney: But Rottnest is sur-
rounded by water.

Mr. CORNELL: I personally think the
fact that Rottnest is surrounded by water
is incidental to the problem. The funda-
mental difference is negligible. Both areas
are within the radius, and I think they
should be treated on comparable rounds.

I want to make it clear that the men-
tioning of specific hotels that would bene-
fit if this Bill becomes law had to be intro-
duced to make the point and illustrate
the anomalies that are now apparent in
the implementation of the law. But this
is not the time specifically to benefit these
hotels. It is just that these hotels are
where they are-just inside the crow limit,
as it were-and to that extent they are
penalised.

The member for Darling flange gave the
comparable distances of hills hotels by
road and the radius limit, and I think the
Naval Base Hotel is about 19*, miles as
the crow flies. With the change in the
location of the town hall it could even
be 191 mifles, plus 800 yards. It is 221 miles
by road. The statement that this Bill would
increase Sunday drinking is not, in my
view, correct.

Mr. Hawke: Would You mind speaking
up? I am a quarter convinced at the
moment.

Mr. CORNELL: I am afraid it would take
more than my oratory to convince the
Leader of the Opposition on a subject such
as this. Those people who endeavour to
get a drink in the rugby scrum that takes
place in the Sawyers Valley Hotel, and in
the Rockingham Hotel-particularly in the
afternoon session-will know the difficulty
they have in being served their liquor on
Sunday afternoons. It is my view that
this measure would spread Sunday drink-
Ing in the hills district, and in the vicinity
of Rockingham, much more evenly than
is the case at the moment.

Mr. Pletcher: What about the traffic
hazard?

Mr. CORNELL: The traffic hazard which
the member for Fremantle has mentioned,
has to be seen to be appreciated. I do not
think the opening of these hotels will at-
tract any more people to them, than if
Sunday drinking were not allowed. Those
who go to Sawyers Valley and Rocking-
ham would tend to fan out and visit the
other hotels if the facilities they sought
were provided at those hotels.

The question of whether this Bill will
save the Mundaring Hotel from its finan-
cial worries is a matter of conjecture, but
the Bill was not introduced for that Pur-
pose. On the basis of tourist attraction,
I must emphasise there is much more
attraction at Mundaring Weir than, for
Instance, at Sawyer's Valley, and to that
extent the Mundaring area should he
catered for.

I shall not weary the House any longer.
I trust the Bill will receive favourable con-
sideration, and I commend it to members.
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Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Mr, Bickerton
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Craig
Mr, Outran
Mr. Davies
Mr. Ducs
Mr. Pletcher
Mr. Gayter
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr. Heal
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinaon

Mr. Brady
Mr. Brand
Mdr. Court
Mr. Crominelin
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hart
Mr. Hawke
Mr. J. Negney
Mr. W. Hegney

Ayes-a
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Kelly
Mr. D, 0. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Himmo
Mr. Norton
Mr. Olcificid
Mr. Rhatiglil
Mr. aowberry
Mr. Runcirman
Mr. Bewall
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. O'Neil

(Telbi
Noes-lB

Mr. Lewis
Mr. I. W. Manning
bir. W. A. Manning
Mr. Naldar
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Tome
Mr.'Wild
Mr. Williama
Mr. H. May

Majority for-7.
Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Cornell, and passed.

MONEY LENDERS ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed, from the 1st November,

on the following motion by Mr. Guthre:-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.

MR. COURT (Nedlands--Minister for
industrial Development) [8.23 p.m.]: This
Bill which was Introduced by the member
for Subiaco in this Chamber, has already
been considered In another place, and I
think It was amended there. In giving
consideration to the amendments it Is
necessary to revert to 1912 when the prin-
cipal Act was passed.

First of all it is as well to examine the
effect of the Bill on section 3 of the Act.
A moneylender Is defined in that section
as a. person, whether an individual. a firm,
a society, or corporate body, whose business
is that of lending money or, on the other
hand, a Person who lends money at a rate
of interest exceeding 12k per cent. per
annum.

Certain categories of persons are , how-
ever. excluded from the provisions of the
Act. They are-

(a) Pawnbrokers operating under their
own Act;

(b) Friendly or building societies;

(ci Those statutorily empowered to
lend money;

(d) Bankers and insurance brokers:
Persons whose lending at rates Dot
exceeding 12fr per cent. per annumi
is incidental to their business:

(e) Executors, administrators, trustees
and attorneys statutorily empow-
ered; and

(f) Any body corporate which has
been proclaimed to be exempt
from the Act,

The Bill proposes the insertion of a new
section 3A, the purpose of which is to
remove from the scope of the Act any
loans or money borrowed by any incorpor-
ated body or body corporate in agreement
with any moneylender. Then follows a
definition of a loan.

When the parent Act was introduced
as a private member's Bill in 1912 by the
member for the North-East Province (The
Rion. R. Dl. Ardagh) it was pointed cut in
support of the measure that money-
lenders usually do business with those who
are ignorant of business methods. It was
implied that legislation of such a nature
could be regarded as unnecessary inter-
ference in the freedom of contracts be-
tween the parties conercrned when those
Parties are well versed in the acts of com-
merce.

The honourable member summed up the
purpose of the measure as being such as
to give some relief to those who are vic-
tims of extortion. Consequently, there was
provision for registration of a person lend-
ing money in excess of 10 per cent. That
figure has subsequently been increased.
It will be appreciated, then, that the prime
purpose of the Money Lenders Act was to
protect the poor and ignorant, rather than
interfere with legitimate business trans-
actions between parties well versed in com-
mercial law.

It will be remembered that as a result of
borrowings some few years ago at rates in
excess of 121 per cent. from unsuspecting
parties, it was necessary in 1959 to amend
the Act. Those amendments were i/ut
through in order to protect the lenders.
Many of those people wvho had invested
their life savings at high rates in response
to rosy advertisements inadvertently be-
came moneylenders; that is, moneylenders
as, defined in the Act.

Through a Privy Council ruling they
had lost the right to recover their money,
with the result that the borrower-not the
lender-became suspect.. That necessi-
tated the Government introducing the
1959 amendments. It will thus be seen
that the measure which was originally
Passed to protect the innocent from usury
has, through the many avenues of invest-
ment at high rates of interest which are
available to finance institutions, become a
stumbling block to acceptable commercial
practices,
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This Bill to remove loans to corporations
from the general provisions and full. effect
o!f the Statute is-for the reasons ad-
vanced-worthy of support. The measure
anticipates the draft Money Lenders Bill
which has been under preparation for some
time under the guidance of the Standing
Committee of Attorneys-General of the
States and the Commonwealth;, but that
of Itself does not constitute sufficient rea-
son why, in the opinion of the Govern-
ment, the Bill as it stands should be op-
posed. The general provisions of the Bill1
are considered acceptatle, and there are
good reasons why the measure should be
passed.

Mr. Tonkin: What are they?
Mr. COURT: I think I have given some

very good reasons.
Mr. Tonkin: I have heard none yet.

Mr. COURT: I will give some more in
a minute.

Mr. Tonkin: I have heard only explana-
tions.

Mr. COURT: An explanation can be a.
very good reason; and I think I have given
that. I am trying to keep this as simple
as r can because it Is quite an involved
measure when one studies it in detail. I
think this analysis drawn up by the Crown
Law Department is a very clear and effec-
tive explanation.

Mr. Hawke: The Minister has been clear
up to now.

Mr. Tonkin: Surely when you talk about
reasonts you can give :iome reasons.

Mr. COURT: If I have not given rea-
sons, I do not know what reasons are.

Mr. Tonkin* I have net heard any yet.
Mr. COURT: I have explained that the

original Bill was to protect people from
extortion.

Mr. Tonkin: That is an explanation not
a reason.

Mr. COURT: It Is a pity the honourable
member cannot remain calm. I do not
know why he Is always so unpleasant when
he has the ability to understand.

The SPEAKER (Mr. flearman): Order!
Mr. COURT: The raiginal legislation

bad a definite purpose; but it so happens
that the purpose has not been achieved
in Its entirety, and the situation Is now in
reverse, as was explaned by Mr. Watts
when he introduced the 1959 measure. It
has become a question of protecting the
borrower rather than the lender in some
cases.

Mr. Hawke: Have there been any recent
cases?

Mr. COURT: I cannot recall any off-
hand; but I think the main reason for this
Bill, as I read the originlal introduction in

another place, was that the present law
virtually prohibited desirable people want-
ing to invest in desirabh,- investments from
participating because they would be com-
mitting a breach that would make them
moneylenders within the provisions of the
Act. They were not people seeking high
rates of interest; but it so happened that
technically they would come within the
present Statute, and it is desirable to re-
move that provision. I thought it was
fully explained when the member for
Subiaco introduced the Bill.

It should be recorded that where a com-
pany-an artificial person created for busi-
ness purposes--borrows money in pur-
suance of those purposes, that company
might reasonably be deemed to have a
mind of its own. It would be fully aware
of the significance of the contracts it
makes in respect of its borrowings. In
other words, it is distinguishing between a
person with no knowledge of business and
a corporate body which Is deemed to have
reasonable understanding of business and
should not shelter under some technicality.

Nevertheless, if a loan to a corporation
is secured by a guarantor-and this is a
very Important provision-or other col-
lateral security given by an individual, the
effect of the Act In its application to that
guarantor should be left undisturbed; and
that is provided in the Bill. In other
words, one could not defeat its object by
the back door, as it were, through an un-
desirable practice.

The reason for this is that a guarantor
who is a natural Person and who would
originally receive protection under such
safeguards as the Statute affords to him,
should not be denied those safeguards in
respect of the agreement between the
lender and the corporate borrower. it
must be remembered that that is an agree-
ment to which the guarantor is not neces-
sarily a party.

Furthermore, unless the individual is
protected when he is In the role of guar-
antor, the gate would be open for dum-
mying. By that is meant an unscru-
pulous lender would be able to negotiate
a loan, primarily intended for an indivi-
dual, with a company as a dumnmy bor-
rower. The particular individual who
was the real borrower would be called upon
to give personally the security for the
loan. Such arrangement would be possible
only with the connivance of all parties,
but it would provide a fairly ready means
of contracting out of the Statute.

The Bill does not propose the deletion
of the definition Of "loan" contained in
section 2 of the principal Act. it is left
to apply to. and in relation to, the amend-
ment. The importance of this is to assure
that the eff ect of the amendment on the
remainder of the Act be kept within more
easily defined limits.
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Though a draf t Bill Is under prepara-
tion, it could well be some considerable
time before a Bill or Bills, as part of a
uniform plan, could be ready for considera-
tion by Cabinet and submission to Parlia-
ment. On that basis, the measure is sup-
ported by the Government.

MR. JAMIESON (Beelool [8.29 p.m.]:
I would not be inclined to support this
Bill as I think it encourages avaricious-
ness. it has been said by the honourable
member who introduced the measure and
by the Minister that it will provide cer-
tain protection; but the firm that has al-
ready obtained the money is in a rather
difficult piosition, because it must be re-
membered that the provisions of this Bill
can apply in retrospect-by agreement, it
is true; but I think this measure has a
great bearing on a rather renowned law
case of a few years ago between the May-
fair Trading Company and Eastern Ac-
ceptance Corporation, where there was a
deal of castigation on the part of the
judiciary who heard the case in regard
to the actions of both companies.

I do not want to see anybody in this
community coerced or forced into accept-
tng money under terms that will provide
for a higher rate of interest than is ap-
plied under the Money Lenders Act. If
firms go outside of that Act and borrow
money on this basis they have to get it
back somehow; and their terms become
even worse when they pass on those prices
to the community In general. Usually
these sorts of loans are in association with
the purchase of objects and the f1inning
of businesses, and the firms have to put
up the prices of their goods In order to
get the money from the general public to
repay the loans.

I do not think it is in the best interests
of the public at large that this Bill should
be passed. As I have said, it has an air
of avariciousness, and we should discour-
age anything in this Parliament that Is
a move in that direction. Consequently
I oppose this Bill.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) [8.31 p.m.): I must say I am
not very keen on this Bill. I hold the view
that high Interest rates are one of the
curses of civilisation as we know and call
it, and they play a terrifically detrimental
part in connection with the cost of Gov-
ernment, production costs of industry, and
the burdens which fall hourly upon those
people in the community who have to take
on financial burdens involving high rates
of interest even in relation to the ordinary
necessities of life and, more particularly,
of course, in relation to the luxury and
semi-luxury types of goods.

I would like to know from the honour-
able member in charge of the Bill, when
he is replying, whether this Bill, if passed,
will have retrospective application of any

kind; and, If so, just how intensive and
widespread such retrospective application
would be in its field of operation.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [8.33 p.mn.]: The purpose
of this Bill is to remove the restriction on
certain companies to borrow at any rate
of interest they choose to offer. If we face
up to the existing situation, we realise
that in Australia, today many firms are on
the brink of disaster. Some have already
gone overboard and a number of them-
I could mention several-are on the brink
of disaster because they have borrowed
money at rates of interest which have been
far beyond their capacity to pay. in the
ultimate the firms obtain money from the
public by borrowing, and they then have
to employ that money in such a way as
to enable them to recover sufficient to meet
their obligation for interest and to make
a profit.

I have seen advertisements over the
years where people have been seeking
money at 10 per cent. and 124 per cent.
I have known the type of business they
have been engaged in, and I have realised
that when they employ that money they
have to obtain from the general public
who trade with them sufficient to pay that
very high rate of interest, which Is not
Justified, and make a profit in addition.
That is one of the reasons why the situa-
tion in trade today is on the brink of being
chaotic.

This legislation will encourage them to
continue to borrow at high rates of interest
and still higher rates of interest, and
therefore it will encourage instability in
industry in Australia. I think that we
should be applying the brake to borrowing
and the rate of interest payable, instead
of removing the obstacles which at present
exist-and the primary purpose of this
legislation is to remove the obstacle to
borrowing at high rates of interest. I ask
the Minister to give the House a reason
why we should agree to that. Other
members might have heard a reason, but
I did not.

Mr. Court: This is not intended to
encourage them.

Mr. TONKIN: I heard explanations as
to why we should take this course and why
we should take that course, but I did not
get a reason. A reason, to my mind, is
something submitted in justification of a
course we are asked to pursue. What
possible reason could we be given to justify
the encouragement of people to offer high
rates of interest for the money they re-
quire? The rates are already too high.
That is half our trouble in the community.
If members will appreciate the existing
position they will know there is a situation
existing which is about to crash around
their ears--and we have already had some
example of that in a big firm which
recently had to announce it was in serious
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trouble. And that is not the only one in
trouble because of extensive engagement
in hire purchase on conditions which im-
posed a terrific financial burden upon the
firms concerned.

Why should we remove the difficulties
with regard to borrowing and facilitate
the raising of money by increasing rates
of interest, well knowing that the firms
which borrow that money must be obliged
in the business in which they are engaged
to recover that higher rate, and sufficient
extra to enable them to continue in busi-
ness? I think the tendency should be to
reduce the rates of interest, and the more
we do that the sounder will business be in
the community.

Quite a number of firms are heading for
disaster-make no mistake about that!-
and the only reason is that they have paid
too much for the money they have em-
ployed. Their practice in business is to
continue to borrow, and they offer high
rates of interest to attract the money
so that they can use it to finance the
obligations they incurred same years
before. This legislation will encourage
that trend, and with what possible ad-
vantage? That is what I want to know.
What possible advantage would there be
to anyone in removing these restrictions?

I have always been of the opinion that
high rates of interest are responsible for
the troubles of quite a number of busi-
nesses and people; and if money is forth-
coming, as it will be because of attractive
rates, there is the encouragement for
businesses to embark upon a larger sphere
of activity than they would otherwise do
if they found a greater difficulty in getting
the money. Whilst it is forthcoming be-
cause they offer most attractive rates--
ridiculous rates in my opinion-they are
encouraged to go on expanding their
businesses until ultimately the crash
comes.

Who suffers then? I have not yet heard
what I regard as a substantial reason for
the change. It does not weigh with me to
say that we are dealing with people who
ought to know the law; know their obliga-
tions; and know the difficulties and the
responsibilities. That is no argument with
me at all. I am concerned about whether
or not we should encourage high and still
higher rates of interest for money which
is obtained; and it has to be realised that
whatever the price the borrower pays for
money, if he is engaged in business he has
got to recover that price in some way, plus
some more to make it worth while for him
to continue in business. Who pays In the
ultimate?

So our action ought to be in the direction
of keeping interest rates down so that we
can be more stable in business and pre-
vent these catastrophes which are inevit-
able if high rates of interest are paid. I
see no mnerit in the legislation whatever,
and I am very strongly opposed to it.

MXt. BRADY (Swan) [8.42 P.m.]: I
want to say a, few words in connection
with this Bill; because whilst one might
normally feel disposed to help any con-
cern which wants to borrow money in
order to further its activities, whether it
he an industrial or a commercial enter-
prise, I think one wants to have a look
at the history of such types of companies
which have, in the last few Years-even
in Western Australia-been offering high
rates of interest.

it is well known that a firm which con-
ducted its business mainly in the Fremantle
area had a very severe crash some two
years ago, and a lot of innocent people
who could ill aff ord to do so lost their
money in that crash. What is also very
bad is that some of the practices engaged
in at the time to obtain money from those
innocent and unsuspecting people left
much to be desired in the way of fair
play. However, that was a few years ago. I
think that Rowleys subsequently bought
out most of that firm's activities.

However, in recent weeks we have had
another company which has had a meeting
of its creditors, and it looks to me as
though certain people are going to lose
sums of money. I think it was only last
week, when I was walking up Hay Street
to come to Parliament House, I met one
of my electors. He handed to me a state-
ment which he received at a creditors
meeting, and he said. "What do you think
of this? Here is something for you to have
a go at in Parliament." He said, "I have
been around to a certain firm's meeting of
creditors, but nobody was agreeable to
manage the show. H-ow can a manager
keep going when there is only £50 in the
bank?"'

That man told mne-and he is only a
working man-that he had lost £100 as a
consequence of that particular meeting. No
doubt he was only one of many hundrkds
in Western Australia who have lost money
in recent years because of the activities
of this type of organisation in raising
money. I do not think we want to en-
courage that sort of thing, because it is
only too true that some of the men in
business are not equipped in any way to
organise a business or to finance a busi-
ness, and when they get into difficulties
they use unsavoury methods to try to
raise finance; and unfortunately many
innocent people, who can Ill afford to be
in the position of losing money, are duped
by their practices. For that reason I think
we should not encourage this type of
borrowing.

The other excellent point made by the
member for Melville-the Deputy Leader
of the opposition-was in regard to the
high rates. I have not had time to look
at the Money Lenders Act, but I think
it provides for a fairly high rate: I think
it Is 121 per centum. But if people are
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going to pay 121 per cent. or more, then
somebody else has to pay them. I do not
think it is desirable to encourage the type
of business which has to borrow money at
or in excess of 121 per cent, and then has
to pass that on to the public. The company,
in addition to passing that on to the public,
has to be able to pay its shareholders a div-
idend in consequence of the money which it
has borrowed at a high rate. This means
that the company probably has to get at
least 10 per cent. or 12 per cent. on its
124 per cent., if it has a business which
Is costing it 9 per cent. or 10 per cent. to
operate, In addition to that, there has to
be a cover charge to cover the company
for expenses Incurred from advertising
in order to raise its loans at high rates of
interest.

It is not in the best interests of the
State or of the residents of Western Aus-
trtalia to encourage that type of business.
It may be that the company could become
a monopoly concern and set out to raise
the money to buy other people out. We
should not encourage monopolies that can
borrow money and which can buy other
people out, if they have to pay 124 per cent.
or more in order to have a monopoly on
certain businesses or to keep going. For
that reason I intend to oppose the Bill.

I feel that the Money Lenders Act was
introduced for a good purpose. I think
it was originally intended to apply only
to individuals. I do not consider we should
make any distinction between an artifi-
cial person, as a company is known in
law, and an individual; because sometimes
the people who operate the companies are
not fitted administratively, or in any other
way, to operate a, company successfully. If
this Bill is passed, such people will be en-
couraged to conduct these types of busi-
nesses at the expense of many widows, in-
valids, and others who cannot afford to
lose money.

it is better for us to encourage other
types of businesses where there aire men
more suited administratively, profession-
ally, and educationally to conduct them;
which give a fair return to investors and
shareholders; and which will not take ad-
vantage of widowt; and those people who
can ill afford to lose money. People are
encouraged to sink their money into these
concerns by elaborate advertising, by un-
fair methods of obtaining money, and by
exorbitant rates of interest. I oppose the
Bill.

MR. GUTHRIE (Subiaco) [8.48 p-mJ:
I thank the members who have contributed
to the debate. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion raised the question of the retrospective
effect of the legislation. In the ordinary
sense of the word the Bill is certainly not
retrospective at all, inasmuch as it cannot
apply to anything that has happened prior
to the passing of the Bill, unless some
person, of his own free will and accord,
signs an agreement to that effect.

The whole purpose of the Bill is per-
missive. It has no effect at all unless the
borrower signs an agreement that the
Money Lenders Act does not apply; and if
no such acknowledgment is ever signed,
then this Bill is a complete and utter
nullity and the principal Act stands in its
full force.

The Bill provides that a person can
acknowledge that execution in writing
either at the time of the loan or at some
time subsequent thereto; and to that exent
a person who has entered into an existing
loan transaction can, of his own free will
and accord, agree to the Act not applying;
but It is hardly likely that any person would
consider that at all. The only time a
borrower is likely to agee to the standing
aside of the Money Lenders Act would be
at the time the loan is negotiated.

The next point was one raised by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition and
other members and was the question of
the maximum rate of interest. The mem-
ber for Swan referred to the section In the
principal Act which provides a maximum
rate of interest, and members might recall
that in the debates that developed in 1959
we finished up with a nonsensical provi-
sion in the Money Lenders Act. The par-
ticular paragraph is the last one in sub-
section (1) of section H1A, which appears
on page 13 of the Act. It reads this
way-

For the purposes of this section the
Governor may make regulations pre-
scribing the maximum rate of interest
(not exceeding twelve pounds ten shil-
lings per centum. per annum)-

In other words, the Governor cannot pre-
scribe a rate of interest In excess of 121
per cent- per annum. The paragraph then
goes on to state-

-and until so prescribed the maximum
rate of interest is fifteen pounds per
centumi per annum.

In other words, until there is a prescription
to the contrary, the rate is 15 per cent.
The reason why that happened, if my
memory serves me correctly, was that the
rate of 15 per cent, was already in the
principal Act, and it was not possible for
this Parliament to amend it at the time of
the 1959 amendment. That is the situation.

I thnink I am correct in saying that at
the moment there is no gazetted maximum
rate, but I will concede this much to mem-
bers: that I agree it is wrong the Act
should Prescribe a maximum rate of
interest that can be altered merely by
agreement between the parties. If the law
prescribes a maximum rate of Interest it
should remain the maximum rate of in-
terest.
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However, members will appreciate that
this is not my 3111; I am only the medium
by which it has been introduced into this
House. The honlourable member who was
responsible for it is not here this evening,
but what I am prepared to do if the Bill is
read a second time, is to allow it to go into
Committee, and I will then ask for progress
to be reported and for leave to sit again.
In the meantime I will consult with Mr.
Watson, who is responsible for the Bill, to
see if I can persuade him to permit me to
move an amendment to the effect that the
provisions of section 11lA of the principal
Act shall still apply notwithstanding;
which, I would agree, is fair enough. If
he will not agree it will then be open to
anybody in Committee to move such an
amendment.

That is the best I can do; and apart
from that I have nothing more to say in
reply, except that I would stress to the
House that there are three principles in
this Bill: Firstly, it can apply only to com-
panies; secondly, it can only apply at all
if it is a company which of its own free
will and accord specifically agrees; and,
thirdly, it should not be lost sight of that
once a person or a company is deemed to
be a moneylender in any transaction where
he lends money it is a loan; and even if
that person lends £50 to a friend on the
racecourse it is still a loan within the
meaning of the Money Lenders Act.

I think that is a farcical situation. it
is true today that large corporations do go
out and borrow money; it is the large
borrowing corporation which is avaricious,
and it is the liquidator of that large cor-
poration who invariably takes legal points
afterwards at the expense of the poor
innocent investor who has been dragooned
into lending his money. Some members
have made reference to a company whose
name has not been mentioned, and I shall
not mention It either. However, I suppose
It is to be expected that once again we
will see a gamut of innocent lenders to
that concern who could well suffer.

However, this Bill does not in any way
affect such people, because they will still
go on lending their money to these com-
panies; and they are the people who take
the risk. The company does not get out
of any of its obligations under this meas-
ure, but the lender is more or less relieved
from the penal provisions In the Act when
unwittingly, as so often happens, he may
lend money not realising the Money Lend-
ers Act applies.

As I said when I moved the second read-
ing, If a moneylending concern applied for
debentures of the State Electricity Corn-
mission it could not enter into the trans-
action without first complying with section
9 of the Money Lenders Act, or running the
risk, if it failed to do that, of being penal-
ised. That is the major purpose of the
measure.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Mr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Gayfer
Mr. Orayden
Mr. Outhre
Mr. Hart
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Curran
Mr. Davies
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hell
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Real
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney

Ares
Mr. Burt
Mr. Boel

Ayes-U2
Mr. Lewis
Mr. 1. W. Manning
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. rNsider
Mr. Nimmo
M~r. O'Connor
Mr. Runciman
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williams
Mr. O'Neil

(relief
Noes-U2

Mr. Jamileson
Mr. Kelly
Mr. D. 0. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oliheid
Mr, Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. H. May

(Tellerj
Pairs

Noes
Mr. Evans
Mr. Sewell

Majority for-i.
Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. I.

W. Manning) in the Chair; Mr. G~uthrie
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1 put and passed.

Mr. GUJTHRIE: I move-
That the Chairman do now report

progress and ask leave to sit again.
Mr. TONKIN: I would like to express

my appreciation of this move by the mem-
ber for Subiaco. I could have understood-
In view of the fact that he was pressed to
a division-had he not wished to honour
the undertaking that he gave. The fact
that he has done so is therefore refresh-
ing; that is, that he has honoured the
undertaking he gave to move that progress
be reported.

Mr. Hawke: And a Happy New Year as
well!

Motion put and passed.
Pro gress

Progress reported and leave given to sit
again.

FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed, from the 1st November,

on the following motion by Mr. Davies:-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.

MR. WILD (Dale-Minister for Labour)
[9.3 p.m.]: This Bill, to amend the Fac-
tories and Shops Act, was introduced by
the member for Victoria Park a few days
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ago, and it is his desire to have service
stations closed on Sunday mornings. Ob-
viously, this has been, and will continue to
be. a fairly controversial question; but I
think the main point has been lost sight
of, because it seems to me that the cus-
tomers must be considered in this situa-
tion. There must surely be some service
given to the people in the metropolitan
area and to those country people who visit
the city in their cars; and It Is pretty
obvious, without offering any decent or
worth-while alternative, that the people
for whom the service should given are
only a secondary consideration.

I noticed that on the first page of the
copy of his deliberations he made two
statements. one was that the Hill will give
effect to conditions beneficial to the motor-
ing public as well as those engaged in the
industry, and then later on he said, "I re-
peat that this will, in no way, inconveni-
ence the motoring public". I must join
Issue with the bonourable member on
those statements.

Whilst I know that in two newspapers
during the week-namely, the Sunday
Times and the Weekend News-there is
Published a list of the rostered service
stations; and that, in addition, in each
service station itself-if one can find it
-there is exhibited a list of those sta-
tions that are rostered for the sale of em-
ergency petrol, I am one who always finds
it difficult to obtain the information from
this sheet. I am sure that many members
will agree with me that frequently it is not
during the daytime that one wishes to
obtain petrol but during the evening; and
I have often endeavoured. with the light
from a match, to see the list of rostered
stations that is exhibited in a service sta-
tion, wondering whether, at the same time.
a police officer is going to come along and
ask me what I am doing.

I am speaking, in the main, in the In-
terests of the motoring public, and I main-
tain, furthermore, that these rostered
emergency stations are not sited where
they should be. In the zone I am living in
at Kenwick. we have the Yule Do service
station at Bedfordale, at one end of the
highway within the zone and at the other
end of the highway we have Dalley's sta-
tion at Byford. both of which are at times
rostered stations.

Last Saturday night when I was return-
Ing from the opening of the water scheme
at Ongerup. and in the previous week
when I was returning from Wickepin, on
both occasions the driver said to me,
"Will you be using your car tomorrow?"
When I replied, "Yes; I will be," he said,
"We will have to try to get some petrol":
and on neither of those occasions was
there a service station open along the
highway right down to where I live. This
was my own personal experience, and that
happened not only on those two occasions

I have mentioned, but also on many other
occasions. So I maintain that the rostered
emergency stations are badly situated.
They are not always on the main high-
ways, but are on lateral roads on either
side of the highways.

Take a motorist who is down from the
country, for example, who is not conver-
sant with the roads of Perth, and is
forced to do what others have to do
when he runs out of petrol. He does not
have a copy of the Sunday Times or the
Weekend News and he has to peer into
the window of a service station to ascer-
tain from the list of rostered emergency
stations the nearest station from which
he can obtain petrol. If he does not know
the district, he has to find someone to
ask where such-and-such a street is in
which such-and-such a service station is
situated.

If this Hill is supposed to be beneficial to,
and will not Inconvenience members of, the
motoring public, all I can say about that
is that it is interesting to witness the trend
that has developed over the past few years.
There was chaos in the industry some
years ago and, as a result, a Royal Com-
mission was appointed; and, after taking
evidence, it made certain recomnmenda-
tions.

I think I would be fair in saying that
orderliness was brought about in place of
the chaos that previously existed. Most
of the service station proprietors rubbed
their hands-and Probably the oil com-
panies did, too-and said. "Well things
have been straightened out a bit." We have
not heard much from them since condi-
tions improved in the industry. We came
to accept the system of rostered emer-
gency stations and I want to state here
and now that it is easily the best service in
Australia.

Mr. Jamieson: This Bill will not Inter-
fere with it.

Mr. W3ID: The Point is that the service
station proprietors were prepared to ac-
cept the position, and were quite happy
that the Royal Commission had made In-
quiries into the position and that the
Parliament of the day had introduced
legislation to straighten out their affairs.
However, as the Years have passed, the
Proprietors of service stations now seem
to think, 'Well, other people are getting
a five-day week now, so why should we
have to work on Saturday afternoons and
on Sunday mornings?"

On looking through the file I find that
the agitation for this move was made
about a year ago when an approach was
made to the late Hon. C. C. Perkins. After
the representations had been made to him
he said he would give consideration to the
request. We all know that he unfortu-
nately passed on and his place was taken
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by my colleague, The Hon, W. S. Bovell,
and representations were again made to
him. Following that, it became my lot,
as Minister for Labour, to have repre-
sentations made to me, and I asked
the Secretary for Labour to meet these
people, in conjunction with the R.A.G.. to
find out exactly what their proposition
was.

I would think, on reading what the
honourable member had to say when he
introduced this Bill and on studying the
deputation notes that I received four
months ago, that Mr. Harry, the secretary
of the organisation, had quite a bit to do
with the preparation of the honourable
member's speech, because It Is very nearly
word for word with what was submitted to
me when that body came to me as a de-
putation.

The only difference is that in the pro-
position that was put up to this small
subcommittee which examined it, no men-
tion was made that the service station
proprietors wanted to charge lid, per gal-
ion for all petrol sold at all times in ros-
tered emergency service stations in the
metropolitan area. There has been
no mention of that. The only question
now is that they feel their sales are not
sufficient on Sunday morning. They cited
the case of the Arbitration Court having
recently increased the wages of those who
work on Sunday morning. I do not cavil
at that. They say they are not justified
in staying open, so they want to close on
Sunday morning, even though it may be
inconvenient to the public of the State.

It is rather interesting to look at the
figures in regard to petrol stations in the
metropolitan area, and to see that in
1960-and I have taken the figures for the
last three years-there were 399 service
stations in the metropolitan area. That
number has risen to 439, which is an in-
crease of 10 per cent. During exactly
the same period in 1960 there were 121.015
motor vehicles-that is trucks, cars, and
motor cycles--and In 1962 there are 138,107
motor vehicles, which is an increase of
over 14 per cent. So if the conditions are
bad today they must have been very poor
over three years ago; but there was not
very much said about it then. However,
in my view, and in the view of the Gov-
ernment. the public must be considered
first in this matter.

Some months ago I made a visit to the
Eastern States to have a look at the situa-
tion there as it relates to the 2s. slot mach-
ines: because if the service stations are
not going to give a service to the public
we would have no alternative but to say,
"We must have 2s. slot machines." We
canot have it both ways. Surely the
motoring public is entitled to get petrol.
Accordingly, I went over East to see what
the position was.

I found that in South Australia the right
to use these 23. slot machines is given to
the Minister who controls the Factories
and Shops Act. He is my opposite num-
ber. Up to the time I was there he had
let out nine of these machines, and was
about to give a license for a tenth. As
members know, in South Australia they do
not have roster stations as we do here.
Over there they close at 12 on Saturdays,
and at 6 p.m. during the week. On Sun-
days the stations are not open at all.

In Victoria there had been a war for
some months, largely brought about, I
understand, by the fact that two new com-
panies came in from overseas-there was
Total, the French crowd, and Ainco-and
I think they purchased 19 stations: they
bought them outright. They were not asso-
ciated with the other oil companies, so
they immediately put into these stations
2s. slot machines, with the result that in
Victoria this started a war, and there are
now 400 of them. There are quite a num-
ber in the country, but over half of them
are in the metropolitan area.

In New South Wales there are only six
of these slot machines; there is one in
Queensland, and there are two in Tas-
mania. I heard stories about their being
dangerous as a fire hazard, but that is not
a fact. I discussed the matter with the
officers of the Labour Department, and the
Ministers in the Eastern States, and I find
there have been no reports of fires at all.
The machines are so arranged that it is
almost impossible for there to be a fire;
because when the 2s. slot machine is
worked one first of all must put the nozzle
into the tank, and then it is necessary to
turn a key, press a trigger and keep it
pressed while the petrol flows into the tank
from the bowser. One cannot put the
nozzle in and then stand aside and light a
cigarette. It is necessary to keep one's
band on the trigger all the time while
the nozzle of the bowser is in the tank.

In South Australia there are regula-
tions which state that on each of these
2s. slot machines there must be two arc
lights which shine all the time on the
operation. From my experience of these
slot machines, they certainly provide a
service to the public when the bowsers are
not open. I do not think Victoria is a
very good example, because of the con di-
tions I mentioned.

'When these 19 service stations were
purchased by the two new overseas com-
panies, the other companies said, "We will
have to put them in as well," and slot
machines are now all over th; place. As
I have said, there were 400 of them
there in March of last year. 'I h'y are
put in as a sen ice to the public: but in
my view the service that is given in the
Eastern States is very much worse than
the service we get here in Western Aus-
tralia.
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There has been a great deal of pres-
sure on me as Minister for Labour in
control of the Factories and Shops Act to
allow these 2s. slat machines to be in-
stalled. But my view is that while the
service station proprietors are prepared to
give a service to the public--which must
be our Predominant consideration-there is
no reason why they should be installed;
because, after all, service stations are there
to provide such things as fan belts, oil,
and other facilities which cannot be pro-
vided by the slot machine. All it gives
is 2s. worth of petrol, or its multiple.

Mr. Graham: It would give a better ser-
vice at night.

Mr. WILD: I will deal with that inter-
jection in a moment. If, however,' the
service station proprietors are not pre-
pared to provide a service, We would have
no alternative but to give approval for
slot machines. My view, however, is that
that would be undesirable, and that is why
I recommended to the Government that
it should not implement the suggestions
placed before me, and that it should not
install these slot machines, because I am
sure that the roster system and the slot
machines cannot work side by side. If we
install slot machines here then the roster
system will break down.

This whole business should and could be
handled in the right way. I do feel that
where we made the mistake was when
similar legislation was previously before
Parliament, and was placed on the statute
book, and we placed in the hands of the
Automotive Chamber of Commerce the
right to do all the recommending to the
Government of the day as to what should
happen in relation to petrol stations in
the metropolitan area of this State. I1
say that in the full knowledge of what I
sam saying. This was done six or seven
years ago when the Initial legislation was
placed on the statute book.

one only has to have a look through
the file-and it is there all the time-to
see that the secretary, who might be quite
a good fellow, keeps on reminding the
Ministers of the day that it is only on his
recommendation that the Government can
take any action. All the Minister can do
Is to veto. That is the only power pos-
sessed by the Minister of the day, irre-
spective of what the Government thinks
on the matter.

Mr. Hawke: He is in the same position
as Khrushchev.

Mr. WILD: If the Organisation had Put
up a reasonable proposition-because I
think there is some weight in what it has
to say-it would have been different. But I
think it must keep in the back of its mind
the necessity to provide a service to the
public. What do we open shops for?
Surely it is to serve customers and make
a Profit. That is why they are there. But

by saying they do not want to open on
Sundays, and in their endeavour to squeeze
the motorist back to a five-day service, the
quid pro Quo is for them to say that they
are prepared to double raster stations on
Sunday mornings.

Let us have a look at that. It is inter-
esting to note that of the 439 stations
that we have in the metropolitan area,
only 390 are on the roster system. They
are not all on the roster system, because
a few of the stations on the fringe do
not want to be in it. There are 390 listed,
and between summer and winter the aver-
age is 12.7 roster stations open at a time.
The offer of the Organisation is to double
this number of stations an Sunday morn-
ing. which would give us 24 stations out of
390.

The motorist would face the problem of
having to find the location of a rostered
service station on a Sunday. If the
Organisation approached me to have a trial
period by having 50 per cent. of the sta-
tions open on Sunday, I could only agree
or disagree with the proposal. if such
a scheme were uneconomic, I as Minister
could consider it again, and perhaps alter
the number and have 33 per cent. of the
service stations opened.

The Organisation has offered to double
the number of rostered stations on Sun-
days; that is to say, to bring the number
to 25 stations. At the present time the
average during the summer and winter is
12.7 rostered stations on a Sunday. Even
by doubling the number the motorists will
still face a problem to obtain petrol on
a Sunday. It can be said that motorists
should be able to make sufficient provi-
sion for their petrol supplies during the
week, without the need of having to pro-
cure any on Sunday; but that depends
on where they come from. There are
many motorists who travel to the metro-
politan area on Sunday.

Mr. J. Hegney: They would have to
do some organising.

Mr. WILD: Here we have an organ-
isation which has virtually a monopoly.
It was thankful to the Government for
the conditions which it received, but now it
wants to. go backward step by step. If
this trend continues the day will not be
far distant when the Organisation will cause
service stations to remain open on only
five days of the week.

Mr. Rhatigan: When you travel to the
Kimberleys you make provision for your
petrol supplies.

Mr. WILD: One cannot always do
that; and hundreds of motorists cannot
do that either. They do not know how
much petrol they may 'require at various
times. When a motorist from the country
comes to the city he depends completely
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On the service stations for his petrol. The
rostered stations are only advertised in The
Sunday Times and the Weekend News;
they do not appear in The West Austra-
lian or the Daily News. The only other
means to discover rostered service stations
is to look into the list displayed outside
service stations.

I cannot see any justification for this
Bill, If the service station representatives
had put forward a reasonable proposition
I would have been prepared to submit
it to the Government for consideration.
On the last occasion, a deputation from
the Organisation led by Mr. Harry to Mr.
Reeves was most emphatic in the proposi-
tion submitted. It was this: If the Goy-
eminent would agree to bring about the
closing of service stations on Sunday
morning the Organisation would be pre-
Pared to double the number of rostered
stations. But there was a nigger In the
woodpile because the Organisation claimed
a surcharge of lid. per gallon for petrol
supplied outside the ordinary trading
hours.

There is only one alternative. if the
Organisation wants shorter trading hours
for its members, then I am left with no
other course but to examine the possibility
of installing coin-operated petrol pumps.
It would not be in the interests of the
Organisation for such a system to be
adopted, because the moment the coin-
operated pumps were installed the roster
system would be done away with. We as
a Government believe that the motoring
public is entitled to obtain petrol as often,
and in as many places, as it likes. For that
reason It is my intention on behalf of the
Governmnent to oppose the measure.

MR. CORNELL (Mt. Marshall) [9.25
p.m.]: I apologise for having to speak
again this evening, this being the third
occasion in the one day. I listened with
a good deal of interest to the speech of
the Minister for Labour, who opposed the
proposal submitted by the member for
Victoria Park.

I want to make a. few observations on
the Bill. No-one can deny the chaotic
conditions which exist in the petrol retail
trade in the metropolitan area, and In
Western Australia as a whole. in my view
it is a rat race, because if one service
station remains open for certain hours,
then his neighbour must follow suit;
similarly the service station further on
must do the same; and so the ever-
revolving wheel continues.

Who else are these service station
operators but the virtual employees of the
oil companies? About 80 Per cent, of
them-that figure might be a bit generous
-are virtually in the emplIoy of the oil
companies and are bound to comply with
the conditions imposed by those companies

to remain open within the legal trading
hours. Whether they make a profit or
loss in the proces is incidental.

Assuming a service station remains open
for three hours on a Sunday morning, and
there is a through-put of 180 gallons,
which is equivalent to a gallon a minute,
and allowing for a margin of profit of 6d.
per gallon-which I do not think the
service station operators make-the profit
is £4 10s. on a through-put of 180 gallons.
If wages have to be paid it becomes obvious
that they will show a loss on their opera-
tions on Sunday mornings. If they do not
have to pay wages during those hours of
trading then the value of the labour of
the operators themselves is very low.

The Minister was rather critical of the
roster system, and pointed out how difficult
it was to obtain petrol in the metropolitan
area outside the trading hours, when a
roster system operates. He may be right;
but I put this to him: If one were to go
to a country town where there is no ros-
tered station on could not obtain petrol at
all. The job of the motorist in trying to ob-
tain petrol in the metropolitan area after
the ordinary hours of trading is a sinecure
compared with the job of the motorist
who attempts to get petrol in some country
towns where no rostered station is open.

The question of service to the public is
rather overdone these days. On that basis
the Government should not have agreed to
close banks on Saturday mornings. For
many Years the question of service to the
public was pult forward as an argument
against that proposition. Eventually Sat-
urday morning closing of banks was agreed
to, mainly becamse Western Australia
would have been the odd State out if it
had not implemented Saturday closing.

On his own admission the Minister
agreed that the present petrol reselling
system operating in Western Australia is
the best obtaining inl the Commonwealth.
In the other States there Is a complete
shut-down after the ordinary hours of
trading, and if a motorist runs out of
petrol that is just too bad for him.

The introduction of coin-operated petrol
pumps has been raised. I have no objec-
tion to them If they are the answer to the
problem. If they are to be introduced they
will have to be installed in sufficient
numbers, and in that event the roster
system will go overboard. But at least the
public will be served with petrol.

At the moment I cannot see any reason
why the industry should be penalised to
the extent where service stations are com-
pelled to remain open and to carry on an
uneconomical business, merely because the
owners of the service stations direct the
operators of those stations to remain open
irrespective of whether they make a profit
or a loss, or have to work for very little.
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Maybe I am a little inconsistent on this
paint, because previously I advocated the
extension of trading hours in another in-
dustry. By the same rule that inconsis-
tency cuts both ways; because while some
may claim that service to the public is
essential in that particular industry, it is
not essential in the other industry. The
argument that a person can procure
sufficient beer on a Friday to tide him over
the week-end can be applied with equal
force to petrol. But I propose to support
this Bill; and if I am to make a mistake
I err in very good company, because the
Minister in the Government supported the
roster system when it was introduced.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [9.30
p.m.]: I thank the Minister and the mem-
ber for Mt. Marshall for their comments.
I thought that perhaps the debate would
go on longer, but probably the early start
to the day's proceedings has wearied every-
one, and for that reason I do not intend
making many comments in reply. I feel
that the Minister's opposition to this Bill
may not be so great as it sounded primarily
because on many occasions he mentioned
that the roster system was working well
and he did not want to see it abandoned.
At the outset he said it was a controversial
subject.

I am afraid that he and I have to dis-
agree on that score. Since the measure has
been introduced I have not had one in-
timation from any person--either by tele-
phone, letter, telegram, or spoken word-
in opposition to it. The only opposition
that has been recorded Is that of the
Minister tonight, and in yesterday's
The West Australian newspaper. Also
in this evening's Paper there is one
person who agrees that petrol stations
should open on Sunday mornings. In
tonight's flaily News under the heading
"Quest Opinlonist," seven opinions are
given, and all except one are in favour of
closing garages on Sunday mornings.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: flaw many of
them are run-of-the-mJil motorists?

Mr. DAVIES: I will deal with that in
due course. At the moment I want to deal
with these opinions seriatim. The first
opinion is by Mr. W. P. Harry, secretary
of the W.A. Automobile Chamber of Com-
merce. He is in favour of the proposal.

The next opinion is from the Royal
Automobile Club pre'sident, who also
favours the closing of garages on Sunday
morning, Provided a roster system as pro-
posed in the Bill is instituted. Two service
station proprietors are also in favour of
closing on Sunday morning. The next one
I will leave for the momnent. The last two
opinions are from motorists who say they
have no difficulty in maintaining their
petrol supplies.

The last opinion I wish to quote is from
a motorist In Thornlje who says that he
needs petrol trading on Sunday morning

because his car uses a gallon of petrol
every 20 miles. He says that it is not hard
to misjudge and run dry on a hot day.
I do not know what he means by running
dry on a hot day. If it means that he gets
thirsty, we have just made provision for
that. But to suggest that the hot weather
is going to make him misjudge the amount
of petrol he will use when he clearly states
that the car consumes one gallon of petrol
for every 20 miles shows that he is not
a good mathematician: nor Is he a good
organiser.

Therefore, among these guests' opinions
I do not thnk there Is one valid reason
why garages should not close on Sunday
mornings. The Minister expressed con-
cern about the provision of an alternative.
He indicated that if a suitable alternative
were Provided the Government would be
prepared to have a look at it. T think he
has not clearly understood the copy of
my speech from which he was quoting
earlier this evening, because he said that
we are going to diouble the number of
roster stations on Sunday morning. That
Is not a fact. We are going to
do more than that. We are going to
double the number of rcster stations from
midday Saturday right through until
Sunday night. So, over the week-end, the
number of service stations open for the
public is going to be much greater over a
longer period than at the present time.

I repeat that this is not a question of
dcubling the roster stations on Sunday
morning; it is a question of providing
greater service over the week-end when
the service is warranted. During the week
people are so accustomed to getting their
Petrol from service stations before they
close at 7 p.m. that sales at the rostered
stations are not very great. In fact, I
think the late Mr. Perkins made mention
of this. He was of the opinion that sales
were negligible during the week but there
was aL heavy demand for petrol on Sunday
afternoons. It was with this In mind that
the Automobile Chamber of Commerce
conducted its Investigations with a view
to providing a greater service when It is
needed-that is, on Sunc'ay afternoons. I
think the file in the Minister's office would
reveal these facts, because the late Mr.
Perkins was concerned at the queues which
were developing at roster stations on Sun-
day afternoons.

When speaking on this measure the
Minister said that he experienced some
difficulty in finding roster stations during
the week. Whether this Bill is passed or
not the Minister will still experience the
same difficulty because no change in the
roster system from Monday to Friday
is proposed. The Minister will still have
to use a box of matches and run the risk
of being picked up by a policeman and
put in gaol. All these things I feel
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were over-emphasised, because for the most
part I have found roster lists prominently
displayed in the driveways of garages.

I was able to see the list by the street
light on the one occasion I found it neces-
sary to do so. Most garages provide a light;
and of course the headlights of one's
motorcar are generally available. There-
fore, with a little initiative, it is not diffi-
cult to make use of these rosters that are
provided, Of course, the lists have to be
provided by a service station if it wishes
to be a rostered station. I believe that
is a condition of participation in the sys-
tem, and they cannot take part in the
roster if they do not abide by the regula-
tions laid down, one of which is the prom-
inent display of the list of rostered
stations.

The fears expressed by the Minister in
regard to his own personal experience will
continue to apply, but if they were brought
to the notice of the parties concerned.
something most certainly would be done
about them.

The question of slot machines is, I think,
used as a threat. I do not like threats
at any time, and particularly in Parlia-
ment. However, I was pleased to hear the
Minister say that following his investi-
gations he was not in favour of the in-
stallation of these machines. From what
I have heard about them I believe there
is no check on the amount of petrol one
gets for two shillings. The machines can
be tinkered with in many ways so that one
is paying up to sixpence and even up to
one shilling per gallon extra for the
amount of petrol received.

Mr. Wild: That is not correct. I can
assure the honourable member that in
every State I visited an emphatic denial
was given in that regard. That is one of
the two things put up by the opponents of
slot machines.

Mr. DAVIES: When I was in Victoria
recently an ex-Western Australian ex-
plained the position to me and said that
the cost of the petrol could vary because
it was considered an extra service was pro-
vided and that there was a fire risk. One
has to use two hands to get the petrol;
but if one were smoking, naturally there
would be some fire risk.

Mr. Hawke: There is even more risk with
a cigar.

Mr. Brand: Have there been many acci-
dents?

Mr. DAVIES: I have not heard of any;
but the risk is still there. There is no
need for these machines to be installed
here because, as the Minister explained,
we have yet to see a slot machine that
would change a fan belt or put air into
the tyres of one's car. So I feel that
here again it is not really a valid reason
for opposing this measure.

As the Minister Pointed out, he has the
power of veto. However, I wonder if he
Pretends to himself that he is so helpless
by having this great power. It is a great
power, of course, and he can use it as
often as he desires until such time as the
recommending authority submits some-
thing with which he agrees.

Mr. Wild: How can the Minister veto
something if they do not put up more than
a requisite number of stations? If they
put up five I can only veto it. It they
put up 20 1 can only say "No".

Mr. Graham: You could suggest that
they put up a given number if You cared
to.

Mr. Wild: The onus is still on them to
put it up, and they do not.

Mr. DAVIES: I feel that this is a side
issue.

Mr.
crank
right
ment.

Wild: It is the main issue. It is
legislation, and something that is

out of the hands of the Govern-

Mr. DAVIES: I believe that by concilia-
tion or by talking the problem over, all
these difficulties could be quite easily over-
come. I point out that this measure was
introduced to provide some stability in the
industry and to provide Sunday off for
those who now have to work on that day.

I would point out, as I pointed out dur-
ing my introduction of the second read-
ing, that there is no other industry that
gives such a wide range of service as do
the garage proprietors. They provide pet-
rol in Perth and the metropolitan area
for 124 of the 168 hours in every week.
Any other issues about the difficulties in
finding a service station, and so on, are
side issues which have no bearing on the
main issue.

I repeat that I have not had one ex-
pression of opposition to the provisions in
this Hill apart from the views expressed
by the Minister here tonight. In fact,
many garage owners have indicated to me
in my surveys that they have approached
members on the other side of the house
who have indicated that they would be in
favour of a Bill of this kind. But when
it becomes a Government issue and Gov-
ernment policy, their hands are no doubt
tied.

The member for Subiaco said the other
night, in connection with another matter,
that he would only support something if
he knew that the great majority in his
electorate desired it. I am sure that the
great majority of people in Western Aus-
tralia desire that these garages be closed
on a Sunday, or at least they would not
be concerned if they were closed. Therefore
I believe the House should pass this
measure.
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Question Put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Culrran
Mr. Davies
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr.Hflwke
Mr. Heal
Mr. .1. Hegney
Mr. W, Hegney

Mr. Brand
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Gafler
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hart
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson

Ayes--23
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Kelly
Mr. D. G. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oliddeld
Mr. fibatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. H. May el

Noes-fl
Mr. Lewis
Mr. 1. W. Manning
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nlmmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Runciman
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williams
Mr. Q'NtII

Paira
Ayes Noes

Mr. Evans Mr. Burt
Mr. Seweil Mr. Boschl
Majority for-I.
Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [9.49

P.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a third

time.
Question put and a division taken with

the following result:-
Ayes-fl

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Curran
Mr. Davies
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hegney
Mn. W. Hegney

Mr. Brand
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Gayfer
Mr. Orayden
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hart
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutcinson

Mr. Jamieason
Mr. Kelly
Mr. D). 0. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldfleld
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Tame
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. H. May

(Telle
Noes--22

Mr. Lewis
Mr. 1. W. Manning
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Nalder
Mr. NIrnio
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Runcirnan
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williams
Mr. O'Neil

Pairs
Ayes Noes

Mr. Evans Mr. Burt
Mr. Sewell Mr. Bovl

Majority for-I.
Question thus passed.
Dill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1962-63

In Committee o1 Supply
Resumed from the '7th November, the

Chairman of Committees (Mr. I. W. Man-
nling) in the Chair.

Votes: Industrial Development, £292,356;
North-West, £3,214,259-

AIR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [9.52
p.m.]: Last night, after listening to two
members of the Opposition-one being the
member for Pilbara, and the other the
member for Melville-one would have
gained the impression that we could well
add another animal to the collection of
those which we know exist in the north. I
refer to that little green-eyed monster
"Jealousy". We had two speeches-long
speeches-the entire theme of which was,
firstly, envy of the Government in respect
of the north-west; and, secondly, Jealousy
on the part of the two members of the
achievements of the Government in respect
of the north-west.

Mr. Tonkin: What has it achieved?

Mr. GRAYDEN: If any member of this
Committee would care to look back through
the speeches of the two members to whom
I have referred, they would gain no other
impression than the one I have mentioned.
The whole theme of their speeches was, as
I say, envy of the achievements of the
Government, and regret.

Mr. Tonkin: What are they?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Let me detail some of
them for the benefit of the member for
Melville. I might mention in this respect
that the member for Pilbara referred to
the fact that the Minister in introducing
these particular votes had played party
politics. The member for Pilbara. went on
to say-

I should think that the Minister who
introduced these Estimates would not
be surprised to learn that I do not
think nearly as much about what he
has done for the north-west as he does.
I feel he gave the impression that he
was more or less sending the people
there to get...

There is then a blank space. That was
one of the expressions which the member
for Pilbara used. There is another para-
graph in his speech which reads as
follows-

It was not surprising to find that
the views of those replying to those
phrases went along quite different-
lines. Some of the expressions used
were: unprogressive programme; a step
backwards; an Injection of hopeless-
ness; way into the darkness; what the
north-west could well do without: no
imagination; colourless: unexciting;
doleful tale; and so on.
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Those are some of the statements made
by the member for Pilbara, to try to convey
the impression that this Government had
not done a great deal in the north-west.

Mr. Tonkin: What has it done?
Mr. GRAYDEN: For that reason I say

that when the members for Pilbara and
Melville make statements of that kind,
their motive Is jealousy. I could list some
of the things which the Government has
done in the north-west which would dis-
count statements of the kind to which I
have referred.

Mr. Toms: Run through them all; it will
not take much time.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I1 might refer, firstly,
to the great Ord River scheme. There has
been a tremendous amount of publicity in
connection with that scheme. It would
seem that, notwithstanding that this has
taken place, the two members concerned
are unaware that this great scheme is be-
ing developed in the north-west.

Mr. Rhatigan: It was initiated by the
Labor Government.

Mr. ORAYDEN: It is a simple matter
to say a thing like that. If somebody way
back in the dim red dawn of history in
Western Australia made the statement that
it would be a good thing to have, say, a
scheme in the north-west similar to the
Ord River scheme, and later on a Govern-
ment came along and introduced a com-
parable scheme, it would be a simple thing
for the descendants of those people who
originally made the suggestion to say,
"Well, we suggested this, and we should
take all the credit for it."

That Is about what happened In cWni20-
tion with the Ord River scheme. It was
suggested by other people long before any
of the Labor members thought about it.
I understand that the Labor Party did do
something about it, but I do not know
what it was. I would like a member of the
Opposition to get up and tell us one day
exactly what it was. But the fact remains
it was left for this Government to put the
scheme into operation.

Mr. Tonkin: What scheme?
Mr. GRAYDEN: The Ord River scheme;

and it has done that.
Mr. Tonkin: It has not done anything

yet.
Mr. GRAYDEN: Has It not?
Mr. Tonkin: No.
Mr. GRAYDEN: It has done a great

deal in respect of the pilot scheme.
Mr. Rhatigan: Your Government only

carried on what we started.
Mr. Brand: Rubbish!
My-. GRAYDEN: It would almost seem

that some members of the Opposition are
unaware of what has taken place in our
north-west, because that is only one of
many similar features.

Ur. Rhatigan: What other ones are
there?

Mr. Brand: Seeing is believing.
Mr. ORAYDEN: There is the harbour

development at Wyndhiam. Would the
member for Kimberley deny that that has
taken place? Would he discount the great
development that has occurred in respect
of the beef roads in the Kixnberieys? One
has only to look in the Stop Press of
tonight's Daily News to find that the Com-
monwealth Government has allocated
£700,000 for our beef roads in the Kim-
berleys.

Mr. Tonkin: They built beef roads six
years ago.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Of course they did!
But this Government has spent a tremend-
ous sum on roads in the Kinberleys;, and
the Commonwealth Government is now
making a special grant of £700,000.

Mr. Brand: We signed an agreement for
three years at £750,000 a year.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Notwithstanding facts
of that kind the member for Pilbara and
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition can
come into this House and say, "What has
the Government done for the north-
west?"

Mr. Bickerton: What has it done?
Mr. GRAYDEN: Those are only two

aspects of development in that part of
Western Australia.

Mr. Bickerton: What about some of that
money being spent in the Pilbara?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Yet the honourable
member said, "What has happened in the
Pilbara?" What has happened in the
Pilbara in the last few years?

Mr. Bickerton:, You tell us.
Mr. Court: What about the large-scale

vermin control scheme we have introduced
and which you could not get your Gov-
ernment to do?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Ever since this Govern-
ment came into office there has been
development in the Pilbara area and, of
course, the member for Pilbara cannot
deny it. Yet notwithstanding that position
he makes statements of the kind to which
I have referred, well knowing that
throughout the Filbara, the road system
generally has improved out of sight in the
last few years. The member for Pilbara
would not deny that.

Mr. Bickerton. Of course I do!
Mr. GRAYDEN: We know there is every

possibility of a huge port and other facili-
ties, costing in the aggregate a sum of
£12,000,000, to be established at Depuch
not far from Fort Hedland. Yet the mem-
ber for Pilbara would come along and have
us believe that not much has happened in
his electorate.

Mr. Bickerton: Not much has happened.

2574



[Thursday, 8 November, 1962.1 2575

Mr. GRAYDEN: We have the prospect of
a huge iron ore industry being established
in the Pilbara. Even today we had people
at Parliament House, not putting forward
claims in regard to an area not far from
Port Hedland, not making reference to
Mt. Goldsworthy, but talking about export-
ing iron ore from the Opthalmla Range,
which is 256 miles from Meekatharra and
probably another 250 miles from Port
Hed land.

That is the type of development which
is taking place in the Pilbara. Yet the
honourable member came here yesterday
and made a statement that this Govern-
ment is playing politics, and nothing is
happening in his electorate. I know this
area because I carried out mining opera-
tions there for many years. That was
about the time the member for Pilbara
came to the Pilbara district; and I know
that if at the time the people in the
Plbara, had contemplated there would be
iron ore development of the kind that Is
anticipated-

Mr. Tonkin: What is all this iron ore
development You are talking about?
Where is it?

Mr. GRAYDEN: If at that time there
had been an improvement to the road
system, such as has been carried out in
recent years, or if there had been this
development which has taken place fur-
ther up in the Simberleys and other parts
of the north-west, there would have been
a general air of optimism in the north-
west, Instead of a feeling of despair, such
as there was in 1959 when the present
Government came into office. In the
north-west there was a general air of
despair because nothing was contemplated
for the north-west.

Mr. Bickerton: Why not tell us of some-
thing that has been done?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Today we have all the
possibilities in the world of establishing
a huge Iron ore industry in the north-
west, the possibility of a deep-water port--

Mr. Bickerton: Where?

Mr. GRAYDEN: -and a railway line
of 125 miles; and all the other develop-
ments which I have mentioned are taking
place out of Port Hedland. Those things
have happened in the last three years. We
have a new State boat. The same posi-
tion applies at Carnarvon. There is now
a new bitumen road running from here
right through to Carnarvon.

Mr. Bickerton: Who ordered the new
State boat?

Mr. GRAYDEN: It is not a question of
who ordered it: I am talking about the
development in the north-west.

Mr. Court: You don't want to start talk-
ing about who ordered the State boat
after what had to be done.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The People at Pilbara
never had it so good. It is so obvious that
apparently the member for Pilbara is not
even aware of what is happening in his
own electorate. I suggest to him that un-
less he finds out a bit more about some of
the development that Is taking place there
the People in that part of Western Aus-
tralia will rapidly lose confidence in him.
because he cannot very well represent the
views of the people of Pilbara in this Par-
liament if he is not aware of what is hap-
pening in that part of the State. Ob-
viously he is not aware of it, otherwise
he would not come here and disregard all
those things and say that no development
is taking Place in the Pilbara area. In
saying that, he is saying that the Pilbara.
is being overlooked.

Mr. Bickerton: Good old Fearless Fos-
dick!

Mr. GRAYDEN: The member for P11-
bara. went on to mislead members in re-
gard to a lot of other matters.

Mr. Bickerton! Tell us about the indus-
trial development in South Perth.

Mr. GRAYDEN: He made some com-
ment in respect of manganese to indicate
that everything in the Pilbara was not
as satisfactory as he thought It could be.
He tried to give the impression that be-
cause there Is not as much manganese
being exported today, business generally
is falling off in the Pilbara. When he
made this statement-I cannot find it In
his speech but it is here somewhere-the
Premier interjected and asked him to
clarify the statement.

Mr. Norton drew attention to the state
of the House.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
There Is a quorum present. The honour-
able member may proceed.

Mr. ORAYDEN: The member for Pul-
bars indicated that there was a slackening
off so far as industry in the Pilbara was
concerned, when he made the statement
that less manganese was being exported
today than in the last four or five years.
When he made that statement the Prem-
ier interjected and said. "Tell us why."
Of course, the member for Pilbara refused
to do so. and again the Premier inter-
jected. This cross-exchange went on for
some time, but on every occasion the
member for Pilbara refused to give a
reason why manganese exports had fallen
off in the north-west.

The honourable member would know
only too well, if he is famiiar with what
Is happening in the Pilbara. The posi-
tion is that manganese can now be im-
ported into Australia from South Africa
more cheaply than it can be bought from
the Pilbara: and other countries of the
world are not going to buy Pilbara man-
ganese when they can buy it more cheaply
from South Africa. That is one reason
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why there has been a falling off in the
export of manganese; and there are other
reasons, too.

I can remember being connected with
a syndicate which was the first syndicate
after the war to export manganese from
Western Australia. This was about
the year 1950, and at the time we made
an application for a license to export a
limited amount of manganese from the
Ragged Hills deposits. We made the ap-
plication to export a limited quantity
simply and solely because the manganese
deposits in the north-west are strictly
limited. There is no question about
that. As far as I was concerned, it
was unreasonable to ask for adidi-
tional licenses to export; and at that
stage I more or less left that par-
ticular phase of the mining industry.
That was ten years ago. We have been
exporting manganese from Western Aus-
tralia ever since.

Mr. Bickerton* You did not know what
was there! You got out too early!

Mr. GRAYDEN: Oh yes we did! One
of the points we made when we submitted
our application to the department to ex-
port manganese was that if we were given
a permit we would construct a road over
250 miles in length from Fort Hedland in-
land; and, in fact, we constructed a large
portion of that road at the expense of
the syndicate. We also pointed out
that if we were granted a permit
we could prove the existence of other
deposits which would increase the
production of manganese in Western Aus-
tralia, and that is exactly what happened.
Everything we prophesied came about,
notwithstanding the remarks which the
former Minister for Mines made from the
opposite side of the House about manga-
nese at that time. The fact remains that
a great deal more manganese was proven.

One usually takes into consideration the
huge deposits of iron ore in Western Aus-
tralia, and the fact is that manganese is a
vital component in the manufacture of
steel. Manganese is not confined to the
use of hardening steel-because there are
other minerals such as chrome which can
be used for that purpose-but is also used
to remove the sulphate content of the
steel. So, from a national and defence
point of view it is of tremendous import-
ance, and the Commonwealth Is bound to
watch the position in regard to manganese
deposits very closely.

If, at the moment, the Commonwealth
Government is refusing to issue licenses
for the mining of manganese-and I
understand it Is restricting the Issue of
such licenses to a. greater degree than it
did formerly-it is high time it took that
action. Here we have the member for
Pilbara trying to convey the impression
that because manganese exports are falling

off in the north-west it is an indication
that nothing much is happening in the
north-west.

Nothing could be further from the truth.
The position is that in the history of the
north-west there has never been so much
development in that part of Western Aus-
tralia as there is today. There is great
development not only in the north-west,
but also in the Pilbara district. There is
now a wonderful road system throughout
the Pilbara area compared to what was
there a few days ago.

Mr. Toms: They did that job quickly!

Mr. G;RAYDEN:. Anyone who knows the
north, knows how important good roads
are in that part of Western Australia.
Flurther, Port Hedland has practically
trebled in sise to what it was a few years
ago; and we have the prospect of a deep-
water port being constructed at that centre.
which will mean everything to Port Hed-
land. We have a railway line which will
be running into the heart of the Pilbara
district. That again is something which
will mean everything to that part of the
State because it is a utility that everyone
will be able to use.

I do not want to continue on this theme.
I have spoken to indicate that when the
member for Pilbara. criticised the Gov-
errnent for not doing very much in the
Pilbara, district he was obviously talking
with his tongue In his cheek. There is no-
thing that the member for Pilbara or any
other member of the Opposition could say
which could satisfactorily refute this.

Mr. Bickerton: You could talk all might
and you would not convince me!

Mr. GRAYDEN: If the member for P11-
bara is not convinced after travelling
through the Pilbara, district and witness-
ing what is happening, compared to the
Position a few years ago, all I can say is
that obviously he is politically biased to
the extent that he will not accept the evi-
dence of even his own eyes. There is not
much point in continuing along that line,
because the member for Pilbara, on this
issue, is politically biased and could not
be convinced in any circumstances.

Mr. Bickerton: You do not expect me
to be convinced if you are not convinced
yourself, do you?

Mr. GRAYDEN: By way of interjection
let the member for Pilbara indicate In
what way he disagrees with what I say.

Mr. Bickerton: one interjection would
not be sufficient to do that.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Let the member for
Pilbara, On another occasion, get up and
disprove anything I have said tonight. But,
of course, he will not be able to.

Mr. Bickerton* Have you finished with
me? Because I want to get out and have
a smoke.
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Mr. GRAYDEN: The member far Pil-
bara. also said that In respect of iron ore,
he felt this Government had obtained a
permit from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to export iron ore only as a result
of the efforts of Sir Arthur Padden who was
the former Federal Treasurer. Of course,
that Is the type of statement that we ex-
pect from Labor members because there is
-not a vestige of truth in it. The gentle-
man to whom the member for Pilbara
referred was an ex-Treasurer of the Com-
monwealth, and he had eveny right to act
as a representative of companies that were
interested in the development of iron ore
in Western Australia. But to suggest that
he had anything to do with the decision
made by the Commonwealth Government
to allow iron ore to be exported from Aus-
tralia is, of course, absolute nonsense.

That Is the sort of statement which
members on the other side of the House
would protest about most bitterly if the
same was said of them; and of course that
is the sort of statement most members on
this side of the House repeatedly bear.
But let anyone draw attention to the fact,
or let any members object, and the mem-
bers of the Opposition rise up in wrath.
Usually it is not the person concerned who
rises to his feet in protest, Instead , we
have this typical street-corner technique
where members of the Opposition will get
up in a pack and fight one individual mem-
ber on this side of the House. That is
typical of the way the members of the
Opposition fight.

There is another point to which some
attention should be drawn. I refer to the
statement which was made by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. It is an ex-
tremely serious statement because the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition periodi-
cally gets up In this House and accuses
members on this side of saying things
which are untrue. He does this very
flamboyantly and in a very theatrical
manner and wilth some show of indigna-
tion. Of course, everyone who knows him
is fully aware that this is put on for the
benefit of members of the House and any-
one who might be in the public gallery.
At the drop of a hat he will make state-
ments which cannot in any circumstances
be substantiated.

Mr. Tonkin: Oh, can't they!
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):

I must remind the honourable member
that he will have to tie his remarks to the
division in the Estimates under discussion
at present.

Mr. ORAYDEN: That is quite so, and I
will do it to this extent: I will read the
statement which the Deputy Leader of the
Opiposition made when he was speaking on
this particular matter. He said this-

Because of the Government's policy
the whole of the country in the north
is being tied up and there is no place
anywhere where a prospector can put
his pick in the ground.

Mr. Tonkin: That is true.
Mr. GRAYDEN: That is true! We have

a classic example of the type of statement
made by the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion. It is a statement which is completely
untrue. It is a statement which cannot be
substantiated; nor could it be if the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition Spent the next
hundred years delving into the records or
archives of the Mines Department. He
could not substantiate the statement, and
yet he repeats it.

Mr. Tonkin: Oh yes he can!

Mr. GRAYDEN: Can he? Let us see
what the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
knows about mining. He spoke on
the Estimates of the Minister for Industrial
Development and the Minister for the
North-West. He Said that no little pros-
pector can put a pick in the ground, and
when I repeated his statement he inter-
jected and said that was true. I will
tell the member for Melville that there are
approximately 1,000,000 square miles in
Western Australia, and not one-quarter
of that area would be actually allocated
to reserves for iron ore and other min-
erals.

Mr. Tonkin: I said in the north.

Mr, ORAYDEN: My statement still
holds good.

Mr. Tonkin: There are not 1,000,000
square miles in the north.

Mr. GRAYDEN: There are 1,000,000
square miles in Western Australia, and
there would not be one-quarter of that
area taken up in reserves. The member
for Melville does not have to make an
issue of that. The point Is that these
reserves, with very few exceptions--and
they can be counted on the fingers of
bOne hand-are granted in respect of one
mineral, and one mineral only. If a corn-
pany is given a prospecting area for iron,
it may be 200 square miles or more. So
any little prospector in the north has a
perfect right to walk anywhere on that
200 square miles and prospect for any
mineral other than iron ore,

He could prospect for gold or antimony.
He could prospect for tin, manganese, for
beryl, for wolfram, for columbite or for
tantalite; he could prospect for any of
the minerals which are known in the
north-west. Yet the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition has said, and he has re-
peated his statement tonight, that the
little prospector cannot put a pick into
the ground in the north-west. Where do
we go from there if 'ye are to have such
statements made by those who should be
responsible members of this House?

I repeat: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition is one who will take up any
incorrect statement, whether or not it
has been made inadvertently by a mem-
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her on this side of the House, and he
will in his theatrical way point to it and
say what a terrible thing it is.

Mr. Jamieson: What about some of the
statements you make?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The member for Mel-
ville cannot point to one place-and I
am relying on the fact that he knows
nothing about mining-where a Prospector
cannot Put his pick In the ground. There
are such places, certainly, but they are
very few and far between. The little
prospector can go virtually anywhere in
our north-west, and look for gold which is
worth while: he can look for tin and
copper which are also worth while. He
does not have to confine his activities to
iron ore. Yet we have the member for
Melville making the statement to which
I have referred. It is completely untrue.
It cannot be substantiated. He would not
be able to substantiate it if we gave him
from now to eternity to do so.

In the circumstances, I1 suggest the
member for Melville should never criti-
else members on this side of the H-ouse
when they Inadvertently make statements
that could possibly be disputed. There
is one other statement-and again I am
referring to the north -west-which was
made by the Leader of the Opposition.
This Is Just another Instance of the type
of thing we have come to expect from
the Opposition; it is along the lines of
the statement made by the member for
Melville.

Mr. Fletcher: Get on with the Esti-
mates.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am on the Estimates.
Minerals are a very important feature of
the north-west, and the member for Fre-
mantle ought to be aware of that fact.
On Tuesday, the 23rd October, 1962, we
had the Leader of the opposition making
the following statement on page 1939 of
Mansard:-

The member for South Perth read
to us a motion which came before the
Legislative Assembly in August, 1938.
The motion was by way of protest to
the Federal Government in connec-
tion with an embargo which the Fed-
eral Government had at that time-
or just before that time-placed upon
the export of iron ore from Australia.
The exoress Purpose nf the member
for South Perth in bringing up this
matter was to try to create the belief
that Mr. Wilicock and his colleagues
at that time were disloyal to Aus-
tralia because they brought this
motion of protest into Parliament only
about a yeir or so before the outbreak
of the second world war.

When, by interjection, I asked the
member for South Perth what hap-
pened to the motion, he feigned deaf-
ness. Wihen I again asked him what
happened to the motion, he quickly

closed the volume of Mansard from
which he was quoting, placed it onL
one side, and started to discuss a
matter entirely different from the
protest against the Commonwealth
embargo on iron ore.

Therefore, I called for a copy of the
appropriate Mansard In order that I
might check for myself what happened
to the motion. I read through some
of the speeches which were made upon
it in this House. I was particularly
interested in what the then member
for Mu rra y-Wellington (Mr. McLarty)
had to say. I quote-

I hope the motion will be car-
ried unanimously.

Mr. MeLarty's hope, as expressed at
that time, was met because the
motion was carried unanimously in
this House. There was not a voice
raised against it. There was not a
division called. So all the Liberal
members of the Assembly joined with
Mr. Willoock and his colleagues in
having the motion carried without a
single dissenting voice.

That is an absolute lie; it is completely
untrue. It was a statement made by the
Leader of the Opposition, that was sup-
Posed to correct one that I bad made. To
prove that this is completely untrue let
me quote from the Mansard of the day
which records the speeches that were made
at that time.

Mr. Bickerton: What does this word
"lie" mean?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I quote from the
speech made by Mrs. Cardell-Oliver. to
rebut the statement made by the Leader
of the Opposition that there was not a
single dissentient voice. I have not looked
through this Mansard carefully, but no
doubt there are many other speeches along
these lines. This is the first one that
came to hand. It reads as follows:-

I am sorry that the member for
Nedlands did not Persist in his amend-
ment, because in my opinion it was
a constructive amendment, whereas
the motion is destructive. I do not
think the majority of the people of
western Australia is in sympathy with
the Premier's motion; but If be thinks
so, it Is a good opportunity for him
to go to the country and put the ques-
tion to the people. Let him ask the
people if it is their will that our Iron
ore should be allowed to go to a
foreign country to be converted Into
munitions.

So I could go on quoting from Mrs. Car-
dell-Oliver's speech. She made it quite
clear right throughout her speech that
she was opposed to the motion introduced
by the Labor Government of the day. Yet
in this House the other day we had the
Leader of the opposition seeking to cor-
rect a statement which I had made; and
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saying that there had not been one dis-
sentient voice raised In respect of this iron
ore motion. That was a completely un-
true statement: one along the lines made
by the member for Melville earlier.
Finally, I want to get off these matters.

Mr. Fletcher: Hear, hear!
Mr. GRAYDEN: There are very few

opportunities provided in this House for
one to refute the many statements that
are periodically made by members of the
Opposition. However, there are more
Important things to talk about than state-
ments like those, deplorable as they are;
and I want to get on to something that
is causing concern In one quarter at least.

I refer to some remarks which were
made by some member on this side of
the House regarding the Japanese. These
were subsequently published In The West
Australian, and could possibly be construed
in the wrong manner. I am quite certain
that the remarks were not Intended and
were made in the heat of debate. Had
more thought been given, I am sure those
remarks would not have been made.

Because they were made I take this
opportunity to say that the Japanese have
conducted themselves very well in their
dealings with us. Notwithstanding the
fact that I have come into contact with
a great number of people who have had
dealings with the Japanese, I am not
aware of a single instance of unethical
conduct on the part of the Japanese in
their business dealings with Australians
since the war. I am quite certain they
have gone out of their way to conduct
their business activities in this State In
the most ethical manner possible.

The remarks which were made were
the sort which could cause i-feeling be-
tween this country and Japan. I do not
think they were justified, because there
was not any basis for them. Periodically
Australians visit Japan, and Japanese visit
this country. As a consequence of such
visits a great deal of Japanese capital is
coming into Western Australia. There-
fore they should be assured that in busi-
ness dealings In this State they will re-
ceive the same treatment as is given to
an Australian or a person from any other
country. They were unfortunate remarks.
and I regret they were made.

Mr. Tomus: Were they made by any-
one from this side of the House?

Mr. ORAYDEN: I regret to say they
were made by a member on this side.
There is one section in the Mining Act
which should be reviewed. It is section
291, and it bars Asiatics or Africans from
carrying on mining operations In Western
Australia. When it was inserted in the
Act there were a large number of Chinese
in Australia. Section 29 is as follows-

Any Asiatic or African alien found
mining on any Crown land may, by
order of the warden, be removed from

a golddield or mineral field, and whe-
ther such person has or has not been
convicted of an offence against the
last preceding section; and no Asiatic
or African alien shall be employed as
a miner or in any capacity whatever
in or about any mine, claim, or auth-
orised holding.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
The honourable member's remarks are not
relevant to this vote. I remind him that
the vote for the Mines Department has Yet
to be dealt with.

Mr. GRAYDEN: In that case I will not
pursue this line. I introduced the subject
only because we were dealing with matters
affecting the north-west, and mining is
one of them. The provision in the Act to
which I referred has caused a great deal
of ill-feeling on the part of the Japanese,
particularly at a time when many Japanese
are coming to this State to engage in
mining operations. However, I shall deal
with this matter at a later stage.

MR. NORTON (Gascoynel (10.34 p.m.]:
We have been listening to a dissertation,
if it can be called such.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
I would remind the honourable member
that we are dealing with division 24 of
the Estimates.

Mr. NORTON: It was a dissertation on
the north-west and this is the appropriate
vote. I cannot say the dissertation was
interesting. I was rather disappointed
with the Minister when he introduced the
vote for the north-west, because he con-
fined himself to an area north of the 20th
parallel. Little or nothing was said of the
area south of that parallel.

I wish to bring a number of matters to
the attention of members in respect of
the North-West Vote. One concerns fish-
ing and the development of the fishing
industry in the north-west, particularly in
areas around Shark Bay and Carnarvon.
Over the past few years I have drawn the
attention of the Minister for Fisheries to
the way in which snapper are being
trapped in the Shark Bay and Carnarvon
areas and how the species Is being de-
pleted. The snapper are being trapped
by boats which use the area when the
fish are schooling there, and when tht.
boats are not being used for any other
purpose. Those boats are not particularly
interested in conserving the fish, and they
take a large portion of the harvest with-
out any concern for the preservation of
the fish.

Three or four years ago the Fisheries
Department sent an officer to that area
to investigate and report, but he made
only one report. I understand that no
other report has been made. Quite an
interesting article appeared In The West
Australian of the 12th July, towards the
close of the snapper season in Shark Bay.
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It pointed out very clearly what these
boats were doing. To place the article on
record I now quote it. It is as follows:-

Snapper catches from Shark Bay
were down to about 50 per cent, of
those for the same period last season,
Fremnantle Fishermen's Co-operative
manager J. P. Pupazzoni said Yester-
day.

The greatly increased
traps was damaging
grounds and causing the
fish in the area, he said.

use of fish
the fishing
depletion of

Last year boats had used only five
or six fish traps each but some were
now using between 30 and 40 traps, as
they did in cray-fishing.

Yesterday morning an 8,000 lb. catch
of snapper was delivered to the Co-
operative by freezer truck from Ocr-
aldton. The fish were taken in the
Shark Bay area by the fishing boat
Rex.

That article shows that the boats con-
siderably deplete the area of fish: because,
when they first started, only three traps,
or at the most six traps, were used. That
was all they could handle, because the fish
filled the traps so quickly. Now those
boats have adopted the practice of the
crayfishermen and drop 30 to 40 traps.
Over the years they have broken up the
coral patches where the snapper school,
and they have driven out the snapper
which were not caught.

If we desire to look after our fisheries,
and develop them into a worth-while in-
dustry, we must conserve these areas.
Great pains have been taken to conserve
the crayfishing industry which has proved
itself in Western Australian waters and has
benefited the State. The reason for such
care being given is that the crayfishing
industry is a dollar-earner. Who is to say
that the snapper found in that area will
not also become a good dollar-earner?

In the last two years some work has
been undertaken to develop the prawning
industry in Western Australia. With the
entry of the North-West Whaling Company
into this industry in the present year. the
industry has been expanded to such an
extent that it is drawing a great deal of
attention from all over Australia. The
Minister for Fisheries made a wise move
when he decided to limit the number of
boats which are to operate in the area
until the area is proved. In future the
prawns will probably prove to be a large
dollar-earner for Western Australia. In
fact they could compete favourably with
the crayfishing industry in this State.

There are many pressures today by
people wanting prawning licenses. I under-
stand that the Minister recently stated he
would issue licenses to 20 boats; but in
answer to a question this week he admitted
that he is going to issue 25. Of these
licenses 15 will go to shore-based boats
and the balance to freezer boats.

If the Minister were to confine these
licenses at the present time to the shore
bases I feel that the industry would de-
velop at a quicker rate. As I previously
pointed out in regard to snapper, these
freezer boats come up to our area and
work in the off-season; and their reason
for coming up is simply to make a quick
penny and then get out. They do not
provide any benefits to the area, and they
are not responsible for any development.
In addition, I feel they have destroyed
certain types of fisheries: and before such
boats are allowed into the area I believe it
should be properly proved to see how large
it is and what amount of fish is in it.

If a prawning or fishing industry is car-
ried on with freezer catcher boats, It is of
no use to a district at all. No money is
brought into the area, and no services of
any type are required. These boats simply
come in, make a catch, and go back to
their home town. However, where there
are shore-based fisheries, such as the one
that has developed at Carnarvon-the Nor-
West Whaling Company-and Planet Fish-
eries at Shark Bay, one finds they are
causing quite an influx of people into the
towns and giving quite a boost to the
various services there.

I understand that Planet Fisheries at
Shark Bay is processing in the vicinity of
1,000,000 lb. of fish in the round per year.
It will be going in for crayfishing this
coming year, having been told it will prob-
ably be getting five licenses for trawling.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You mean prawns.
Mr. NORTON: Yes. It was on the cray-

fish this Year with one or two boats. To
give members some Idea of what is going
on and how an industry like this affects a
district, I will quote a few figures which
have been supplied to me in respect of
Caxnarvon. As members know, the number
of whales being caught is dropping off
considerably, and this Affects the return
which can be obtained for oil, which has
to be sold overseas. So at the present time
whaling is not a payable proposition.

It would also not be a payable proposi-
tion for the Nor-West Whaling Company
to abandon the large amount of machinery
and boats that it haz. Therefore that
company has been looking for other means
to keep going and keep its shareholders
satisfied; and so it took on prawning this
year. Whilst prawning, the company
caught other sea foods, such as flounder,
fiat-head, and crabs, all of which were pro-
cessed and sent to the market. What the
industry means to Carnarvon in actual
figures is this; During the height of the
season 232 people are employed in the
town. Cartage contractors receive well
over £10,000 by way of freight: the direct
payment of wages has been £154,000; and
the direct purchases in the town have been
in the vicinity of £20,000. Therefore, even
though the industry at the moment is
operating only in a small way it means a
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tremendous lot to the town. I have no
doubt that the industry will develop, pro-
vided the grounds are looked after pro-
perly and the fish are conserved.

I understand the company is going to
commence boning mutton: and it Is likely
to take on the canning of garden produce
from Carnarvon. In this way an inte-
grated Industry will develop. In addition,
there is nothing to show why this company
should not in the near future develop as
a tuna fishing concern. Tuna is probably
going to be one of the biggest sellers i .n
the world. At the present time the amount
of tuna sold throughout the world is
'750,000 tons: and it is estimated that by
1910 the amount of tunia required by the
world will be 1,500,000 tons.

When one realises what an enormous
quantity of fish that is, one can appre-
ciate the number of boats that will be
required all over the world to supply the
ever-increasing demand. I was interested
to read In last month's issue of the
Fisheries Newsletter under the heading.
"Rising Demand For Tuna. Role For Small
Boats" the following:-

By 1970 the world demand for tuna
will probably reach 1.5 million tons
which would be 50 per cent, more than
present world landings.

The greatest immediate increase in
tuna catches will ',robably come not
so much from further build-up of the
long-range fleets, but from increased
development of coastal fisheries based
on small, economical, locally based
vessels. These may well fish primarily
for the smaller tuna-like fishes. Such
a development sh~uld enrich local
nutrition and, in time, Put more tuna
on the export market.

That Is what I envisage as far as Carnar-
von is concerned. Rather than have long-
range vessels such as the Japanese are
using, we would use smaller boats-
probably those used for Prawning.

Hardly a week passes these days without
some reference being made to the Japanese
tuna fishing boats which are operating off
the north-west coast; and by these reports
it appears the fleet is operating from
Broomne westwards. That means the area
is very large and is one over which we
could operate in the north-west. I do not
envisage that Carnarvon will be the only
town going in for a tun~a industry. Other
tuwns further north would naturally come
into it as the industry developed. It only
needs one or two boats to go up there and
obtain successful hauls, and we would find
many more boats rushing into the industry
to reap the harvest that is there waiting
to be taken.

I was disappointed last year that the
fisheries research vessel, when It was in
Western Australian waters, was not allowed
to go further north than Jurien Bay. I
believe that it is north of Oeraldton where

tuna can be obtained. It is not the large
tuna, but the small variety which weighs
from 8 lb1. to 35 lb. The ones for which
the Japanese are fishing are perhaps 100
miles off the coast and are quite big fish
and fully matured, hence the fishermen
are obtaining big hauls.

I do appeal to the Minister on behalf of
the people of Shark Bay and Carnarvon to
conserve the fishing industry as much as
possible by carrying out proper supervision.
Stop these, what I call pirate boats,
coming in and destroying the industry. I
know the Minister has received quite a
long letter along with a lot of other details
from the Carnarvon Town Council, as I
have. This material deals with the develop-
ment of such an industry at Carnarvon.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: May I interrupt
you for a moment?

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
Order! We are debating the Estimates con-
cerning the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment and the North-West.

Mr. NORTON: "North-West" covers all
departments.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
All right; carry on.

Mr. floss Hutchinson: I was going to ask
you about the boats that Planet Fisheries
uses for crayfishing.

Mr. NORTON: They belong to Gerald-
ton people.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Where were they
getting them?

Mr. NORTON: In the south passage.
The Oeraldton people came up for Planet
in the south passage.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You approve of
that?

Mr. NORTON: Yes, because they were
selling their fish to a6 processing concern
at Shark Bay. Their fish was all sold in
Shark Bay.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You would not dis-
continue completely the use of the freezer
boats?

Mr. NORTON: I do not approve of them.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Would you stop

them from working?
Mr. NORTON: I would stop them work-

ing in Shark Bay waters anyway. My ex-
perience of them there has not been the
best. The freezer boat Is a freelance boat
which goes anywhere it pleases according
to the seasons. However, when a shore-
based industry Is established it is there for
all time and it employs people from those
remoter areas and thereby helps in the de-
velopment of the towns.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: There is room for
both types, I think.

Mr. NORTON: It is very interesting to
see that the weight of the fish caught at
Shark Bay has Jumped over the past three
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years from 1,687,300 lb. to 3,051,700 lb.
Unless we add Albany, where most of the
fish is canned, the Shark Bay waters rank
third on the list. In other wards, it rants
third in regard to the amount of fresh fish
sold.

There are still one or two other subjects
to which I would like to make reference,
the first of these being the conservation of
water on the Gascoyne. I am nut very
pleased with the progress being made in
this respect. I understand that there are
three stages in the present development
being undertaken to supply water from
east of the Gascoyne brdge.

Number one stage has either just been
started or will be started in the near future.
Number two stage will be carried out a
little further up the river; and number
three stage will be still further up the
river. This water is to be piped to supply
planters south of the river.

The first stage will give to 20 planters
sufficient water for one acre per plantation.
It is purely to supplement their present
supplies. Number two stage will give a
small supply of water to 50 planters; and
number three stage will augment those sup-
plies. This is, of course, if any water is
found in the area.

My concern about these three schemes
is that there is no guarantee that they will
not rob planters further down the
river. The people north of the river will
not be supplied with any water: and, as
the Minister told us earlier today, he con-
siders all waters should be regulated be-
cause each will be drawing from the one
basin, as It were.

I believe that the waters drawn from
north of the bridge are those which supply
the planters further down, and therefore
it could quite conceivably be that the
amount of water available to those further
to the west will be reduced. Not a preat
deal of water, in any case, will be given to
the 50 planters to whom I have referred,
and it is very doubtful how this scheme is
going to work out.

My opinion is that more attention should
be given to the conservation and storage
of water at the Kennedy Range site. I
know that certain survey work has been
carried out at Chalba Chalba which is on
the Gascoyne River, about 200 miles from
Carnarvon. However, I consider the best
site would be the Kennedy Range. It may
be a bit more expensive in the long run
to establish, but this site is on two rivers
and if one does not run the other will.
It is pretty certain that every year one of
those rivers will run. Whilst it might not
run right through to the sea the water does
flow a considerable way down the Gas-
coyne. Therefore the Kennedy Range site
would be one of the best in the area.

However, as there is only about £30,000
allocated in the Loan Estimates for water
conservation in the Gascoyne, I don't think
very much progress will be made with this

allocation on the number two stage east
of the bridge. So It appears that very little
more will be done in that respect further
up the river.

Whilst people have to suffer restrictions
they will never be satisfied and there will
never be harmony; one person feels that
the other person is getting more than he
should be. But if people realise that some-
thing is going to be done to supply them
with more water in the future they are
only too pleased to bear with the restric-
tions for the time being.

Of the 4,000 acres of freehold land in
Carnarvon, only just over one square mile
of it is used every year. If more water
were available the establishment of a
greater variety of crops would be possible
and many more crops could be planted. I
am not going to say that the bean industry
could be expanded any more than at pre-
sent, or other vegetables grown, unless we
could process them and send them away
as snap frozen or tinned food. If this were
possible the surplus crops would be util-
ised.

The Gascoyne River irrigation area has
unlimited potential. The only thing that
I doubt whether we could grow success-
fully is stone fruit, the reason being that
the prevailing winds come at the wrong
time of the year and would strip the trees.
of their blossom.

However, I do appeal to the Minister to,
take every possible step to speed up the
water conservation in this area. It is cer-
tainly going to be one of the show places
of the State when water is available in
required Quantities. I still think that that
area will beat the Ord River district in
production, although ours is a much
smaller area. I know the Ord River has
great possibilities; but so has the Gas-
coyne. I think it deserves to have as much
money spent on It, to give it the water it
needs, as does the Ord. Just because a
place has developed on its own, that is no
reason why it should not receive some
consideration to keep that development
going and to assist the people who are
already in the area.

There is another point on which I would
like to touch and In connection with which
I would like to make a suggestion. in
large country hospitals, such as the one
at Carnarvon, there should be an annexe
for the aged. The town itself has, I think,
supplied seven single quarters for aged
men. These quarters comprise two rooms,
with a verandah back and front, and the
inmates are very happy there. However,
as time goes on, aged people may have to
go into hospital for various reasons, and
they will have to be treated in the main
wards of the hospital because there is no
other place to put them. But with an an-
nexe to a hospital for these people, they
could be cared for by the staff. No extra
staff would be required because there would
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be sufficient domestic staff at the hospital
and a sufficient number of sisters and
nurses to carry on this work.

I understand that many of the larger
hospitals in Queensland have these annexes
which are conducted in conjunction with
old people's homes. The running of them
does not cost any more than the running
of an average old people's home. It would
be far cheaper than to hospitalise an aged
person in an annexe than in a hospital. As
time goes on, I think we shall find that
such annexes will be necessary throughout
the State.

1 have no doubt that other country mem-
bers will agree with me that such an
annexe for a country hospital would be a
boon to aged people, who prefer to remain
in their home towns rather than to go
eleswhere. I think that is something
which could be looked at very closely and
is a matter which might, in the long run,
save the Government a good deal of money.

I wish to bring to the notice of the
Minister the urgent need for houses for
coloured people, particularly those at Car-
narvon. The department promised these
houses over two years ago, but nothing
has been done. There is one coloured man
at Carnarvon who owns his property. He
applied for assistance under the State
Housing Act to build his own home. He
has £300 in cash and a block worth over
£100. It took quite a lot to convince the
commission that this man was a worth-
while risk. However, I understand It has
now accepted him as being a worth-while
risk and plans are being drawn up for his
approval. Once a person like that gets into
a house, others will want to follow his ex-
ample and It will not be long before there
will be quite a number of applications for
similar houses.

These people are anxious and willing to
purchase homes if they can get them at
the right price and if they are of the type
they want. Quite a number of them have
their own freehold properties, and there
wvould be no risk involved in building
houses for them, because should one fall
down in his payments there Is always
another one to take his place.

MR1. ROWBERRY (Warren) (11.5
pin.]: Even at this late hour I feel con-
strained to mention one or two things in
connection with development in the north-
west. A few weeks ago I had the pleasure
and privilege of travelling on a State ship
to and from Darwin. I made it my busi-
ness to make a thorough investigation into
all the towns en route to see whether I
could discover the reason for their exist-
ence and to find out how the people in
those towns gained their living. At most
of the towns I was met by friends. At
Carnarvon 1 was met by the member for
the district, who kindly showed me all
over his area In the time available while
the ship was In port.

Having heard so much about the Ord
River -Dam and about the great develop-
ment which Is going to take place there, I
got In touch with the Department of the
North-West some weeks before I embarked
on the voyage, to see whether it was
possible for me to visit the Ord River Dam.
I received notification from the Minister's
department to the effect that it would be
possible for me to be shown over the meat-
works at Wyndham, but unfortunately I
would have to make my own arrangements
to visit the Ord River Dam. I was told
there were taxis running from Wyndham
to the Ord River 65 miles out, or there
was a plane on certain days which could
be hired at my own expense.

As I was going so far away from home,
and as I am a member of the Legislative
Assembly, which has to deal with questions
other than those of a parochial nature, I
thought I would inform my mind on what
was going on at the Ord River Dam; and
that was the reason why I got In touch
with the Minister's department. However,
no arrangements could be made; and,
unfortunately, I missed out on the taxi trip.
It looked as If I was going to miss out on
seeing the Ord River Dam altogether.

I would not have worried about that. I
did not want any special privileges to be
extended to me which the other Passen-
gers on the ship did not receive. However,
I discovered that a Minister from one of
the Eastern States was travelling on the
ship. He was the Minister for Housing
in the Victorian Government; and he was
able to travel by a State car to Kununurra;
to stay in the club at Kununurra for three
days while the ship was in port; and to
return to the ship on the day it sailed.

I do not think I am of the same import-
ance as a Minister of the Victorian Govern-
ment, but I do think that some arrange-
ment could be made to enable members
of this Parliament to proceed to the north-
west. I must admit that it was a very
cheap trip so far as I was concerned; but
that is not the point. The point is that
a courtesy was extended to a member of a
Government not of this State, while a Shii-
lar courtesy was denied a member of the
Parliament of this State.

I mention this to the Minister in the
hope that should something like this occur
in the future, the department will make
some arrangements to see that the member
concerned has an opportunity of being
transported to the Ord River Dam, to
any research project, or to any other
Government concern which is of vital
interest to all members of Parliament. If it
is possible to extend courtesies to members
of other Parliaments, surely it should be
possible to extend the same courtesies to
our own members'.

I am glad to say that that was the only
black spot on the trip. Certain arrange-
ments were made from here with the coun-
cil in Darwin, and when my wife and I ar-
rived a ear was placed at our disposal for
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the whole day we were there. We were
told we could do as we liked with*- it, go
where we liked, and inform our minds on
everything that we thought was necessary.

I found in the north-west that there is
a considerable diversity of opinion as to
the economics of the Ord River Dam
scheme, and also regarding the purpose of
it. In some parts of the north-west one
finds that the inhabitants think that too
much is being done in the Ord River area,
and not enough is being done in their
particular part of the State.

Mr. Brand: It was ever thus.
Mr, RODWBERRY: That applies to

Derby, Broome, and all the other towns.
Mr. Court: if you do something for

Derby the people in Broome complain, and
so on. It was ever thus.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I found that the
greatest number of employees In the north-
west are employed by the Government. If
they are not employed by the State Gov-
ernment then they are employed by the
Commonwealth Government. That applies
to all north-west towns between here and
Darwin. There are very few people em-
ployed in secondary industries except at
the Wyndham Meat Works where it is only
seasonal employment. The greatest num-
ber of people in the north-west are em-
ployed by the Public Works Department
on wages. They get the ordinary wages
plus the north-west allowance. So any
thought that most people who go to the
north-west are earning big wages should
be dispelled at once.

As regards Industrial development I am
not consumed with envy, as the member
for South Perth would have it thought
that most members on this side are, when
I look around and see the promises being
made in regard to development in the
north-west. This development is some-
thing which was consequent, and waiting
all the time, upon the lifting of the em-
bargo oni the export of iron ore. The lift-
ing of the embargo is something which not
only this Liberal-Country Party Govern-
ment, but also the Labor Governments in
the past have fought for; and to say that
It has been lifted only because of the
dynamic personalities that we have in
the present Government is simply not true.
I have no envy or any other low feeling in
connection with the matter.

I have in front of me a letter which was
written from the Prime Minister to The
Hon. A. R.. 0. Hawke, on the 7th June,
1958, when the honourable member was
Premier of the State. The letter states--

I refer to your letter of the 10th
March-

I am reading this letter to set things in
their proper perspective. I have not the
slightest hestitation in giving this Govern-
ment any praise to which it Is entitled;
but I think it is creating for the people

of Western Australia an image of itself
which is entirely false, and which is de-
trimental to its political opponents. It is
because of that fact that I intend to quote
this letter which has been in my posses-
sion for some considerable time. I have
refrained from bringing it before the
notice of the Chamber on several occasions
in the past, but because of the trend of
the discussion tonight on the question of
iron ore, and the mention of one Mr.
Arthur Fadden, one time Federal flea-
surer-

Mr. Jamieson: Sir Arthur, if you don't
mind!1

Mr. ROWBERRY: I am sorry. Because
of what has been said tonight. I think the
record should be put right. The letter
reads-

I refer to your letter of the 10th
March and our earlier correspondence
on the subject of the proposed ship-
mnent of iron ore from the Tallering
Peak deposits to Japan. As you know,
your original proposal for the export
of iron ore from the Koolyanobbing
deposits and the associated proposal
for the extension of the iron works at
Wundowie and the establishment of
new works at Bunbury were fully con-
sidered by the Cabinet last year. The
decision then taken was that appro-
val for the export of Iron ore should
not be given and the reasons for the
decision were fully set out in the let-
ter which the Acting Prime Minister
wrote to you on the 5th August, 1957.

Since then you have made further
representations to the Commonwealth
Government, first in writing and then
orally to me. In these representations
you varied your application to the ex-
tent that the iron ore shipments were
to be from Tallering Peak instead of
from Koolyanobbing, and also clani-
fled the point that the proceeds from
the export of the iron ore were to be
applied wholly to the establishment of
a charcoal pig iron works in the south-
west at Bunbury or elsewhere. I
undertook that the Cabinet would
give further consideration to this
amended proposal, and this has now
been done. Our consideration has
never lost sight of the importance of
securing sound new industries for
Western Australia.

Had that charcoal iron foundry been
established in the south-west it would have
been of considerable assistance to the
timber industry, which is feeling the pinch
at the present time. it could have used
all the waste timber that is now being
thrown over the fire chute, and it could
have been of considerable assistance in
industrial development in the south-west,
because of the need to use charcoal Iron.
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For the manufacture of pig iron in this
State it is necessary to use charcoal made
from our indigenous trees, such as the
eucalypts, because Collie coal is unsuitable
for that purpose. Wood is required for
coking purposes, and limestone to reduce
the iron ore to Pig iron. Had such an
industry been established in the south-west
it would have been of considerable benefit
not only to the mills but also to the
farmers because of the amount of charcoal
that would have been necessary every
year. Even the ringbarked trees, logs, tops,
and lops in the bush and in the paddocks
would have been used.

Therefore I say we lost a glorious oppor-
tunity for industrial development when
that Proposal was not allowed to be pro-
ceeded with. To continue with the letter-

Your proposition, if we were to
accept it, would Involve us in breaking
what has been a strict rule about not
exporting iron ore. It is plain that
we could approach it only with very
great care. It would need to be
established, as a minimum, that the
case was so Particular and, in an
economic sense so sound that it not
only justified a departure but also set
it apart so that it did not merely
provide a Precedent for further de-
partures.

We have not been able, from the
information given to us, to overcome
serious doubt about the economic
prospects of your proposition. We
have, for instance, been quite unable
to conclude that the profit on this
single parcel of iron ore would be
sufficient to establish a new Industry.

Under this heading there is not only the
matter of negotiating the contract price,
but there are certain conditions about the
cost of production and the cost of getting
ore to the seaboard. The letter goes on-

Under this beading there Is not only
the matter of negotiating a contract
price, but there are uncertainties
about the cost of production and the
cost of getting ore to the seaboard.'

Furthermore, as to the charcoal in-
dustry itself, we are unable to con-
clude. on the information supplied,
that there are sufficiently good pros-
pects for sales abroad at a profitable
price over a period of years. It seemed
to us that there could be no assurance
that Bunbury, if It came into opera-
tion, would do more than show
marginal profit at best.

To sum up, we have concluded that
the Proposition which You have put
forward does not, on the material
before us, warrant us in breaking the
rule of 20 years standing-that for
reasons of national interest the export
of iron ore is not permitted.

Those are the words to which I want to
draw the attention of the Committee par-
ticularly; namely, that for reasons of

national interest the export of iron ore is
not permitted. Continuing with the
letter-

Nevertheless, we will be glad to look at
any additional material which will
satisfy us that, taken on a proper busi-
ness basis, this is a sound proposal.
It occurs to me that it would be useful
if you would agree to us sending over
a senior Treasury official to look into
Your own facts and figures, which may
help to clear the ground.

That is the statement by the Prime Min-
ister of Australia, who must have known
what his Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment knew at that time, in 1950. This
letter was written in 1958. I have here a
cutting from the Daily News of a few
months ago, which, among other things.
contains this information-

Senator Spooner has prematurely
lifted the lid off the most closely
guarded mineral secret in this State.

The existence of the fabulous iron
ore deposits in the Hamersicy Ranges
has been known only to a select few.

The key find was made in 1952.
After the iron ore export embargo

was lifted, its existence was revealed
to Mines Minister Griffth.

Negotiations have been in progress for
months to enable the State and Aus-
trails to draw the maximum benefit
from the find.

So we see that this rich deposit, about
which we are being told now, was known
to the Commonwealth in 1952 before the
letter Was written by that Government re-
fusing to lift the embargo on the export
of iron ore which would have enabled the
Hawke Government to establish a charcoal
iron foundry in the south-west of this
State.

We can only conclude that this was done
for Political reasons when we find some
People coming to the State of Western
Australia and talking about our dynamic
Premier and our dynamic Minister for In-
dustrial Development, in that, having re-
fused to lift this embargo, with the know-
ledge of this iron ore deposit in its posses-
sion, this action by the Commonwealth
Government was taken for party-political
reasons, and the people of Western Aus-
tralia and the development of Western
Australia played merely a secondary part
in the game of party politics.

I did not think that those engaged in
Party Politics would stoop so low. The
reason for party politics is to form a Gov-
ernment in the House of Parliament when
the parties are elected by the people. That
system is followed to facilitate the handling
of legislation in the House. But to make
the People and the State suffer because of
Party Politics and the desire to govern Is
something which does not commend Itself
to me. The newspaper article continues--

-two new iron ore finds In the
Pilbara could total more than 2,500,
000,000 tons.
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So we can see that the decision made by
the Commonwealth Government to refuse
to rant a permit to the Hawke Govern-
ment of Western Australia to export iron
ore, thus refusing to lift the embargo, was
made at a time when the existence of the
huge deposits of iron ore had been known
to the Commonwealth Government for nine
years.

We have had quite a discussion on the
ethics of members on this side of the House
linking Sir Arthur Fadden with the lifting
of the embargo on iron ore. I have here
another cutting from the Daily News about
the same time which states-

Some of the biggest mining countries
In the world have been exploring the
Mt. Ooldsworthy iron ore deposit, 62
miles east of Port Hedland.

I might say-in case some other member
draws attention to the fact that these
discoveries have been made since the dis-
covery or the Hamnersicy Range teposits-
that the great Influx of geologists has taken
place so that the rest of the iron ore de-
posits may be discovered; and a survey is
a very long and laborious process. One Just
does not survey an Iron ore deposit of that
magnitude in five minutes. Nor can one
complete one's records in five minutes. It
is a long process as anyone who has made
an application for the excision of land will
know. Such a person will know how long
It would take a surveyor to plot the land
-and record the necessary information in
the books.

I was quoting from an article in the
Daily News, and I will now continue
to quote as follows:-

The companies include huge con-
cerns from Britain, America, and
Japan.

Tender terms for working the de-
posits were announced by Mines Min-
ister Griffith yesterday.

Minister for National Development,
Senator Spooner, said in the Senate
that three of the companies concerned
were Rio Tinto, Hanna Coal Co. of
America, the British Metals Corpora-
tion. There was one other.

The "one other" is thought to be the
Dluval Company, in which former Fed-
eral Treasurer Sir Arthur Padden is
interested.

Why was it necessary to refer to the other
person as "Owe other"? Why did not the
Minister for Mines, when listing the com-
panies that were interested, nominate
straight-out that the other company was
led by Sir Arthur Fadden? why was it
necessary for him to use the words, "'one
other"?

Mr. Court: What area did they get?
Mr. ROWTBERRY: This newspaper ar-

ticle continues-
Spooner was being closely questioned

in the Senate by Western Australia's
Senator Scott about Sir Arthur's

claims that he was the sole accredited
agent for same seven Japanese steel
companies.

It was in answering Senator Scott
that he told of the interest in Mt.
Goldsworthy by the three countries.

Mr. Grayden: Do you know what you are
talking about? Senator Scott is a Liberal
member.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I know that. The
member for South Perth has suddenly
woken up; he has been having a bad
dream. Senator Scott was a member of a
mining committee that was set up by the
Commonwealth Government to investigate
the possibilities of and the necessity for,
the lifting of the embargo on iron ore. But
I want the Committee to understand that
this was subsequent to the defeat of the
Hawke Government, and while this present
Liberal-Country Party Government was in
power. We need not place too much cre-
dence, or importance, on the fact that
Senator Scott was a Liberal member, and
was doing this for Western Australia,
The fact is that he did nothing-nor did
any of the other Liberal senators and
members of the House of Representa-
tives-to help the Hawke Government have
the embargo lifted.

Mr. Moir: Rather the reverse.
Mr. Grayden: Why are you quoting those

extracts? What are you trying to prove?
Mr. ROWBERRY: I would not try to

prove anything to the member for South
Perth. We are supposed to have been
unworthy in coupling Sir Arthur Padden's
name with the lifting of this embargo.

Mr. Court: Would you like to tell us
what area Sir Arthur Fadden and his in-
terests got in Western Australia?

Mr. ROWBERRY: I do not know what
area they got.

Mr. Court: That is important to your
case.

Mr. ROWBERRY: The Tact that Sir
Arthur Fadden was unsuccessful has
nothing to do with the point. The point
is that Sir Arthur Fadden came In Just
before the lifting of the embargo. Let me
quote Malcolm Uren's Canberra Diary in
connection with this matter. It reads as
follows--

The Federal Government's part re-
laxation of Its export embargo on iron
ore does not go nearly as far as some
advocates here wanted.

Yet they have received the Proposals
warmly, regarding them as a foot In
the door to further relaxations later.

The Government members' mining
committee, led by West Australian
Senator Malcolm Scott, recommended
total removal of the ban from ap-
proved deposits-those never likely to
he wanted for Australia's iron and
steel industry.
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Although they firmly believed in
their arguments in support of this
recommendation, committee members
-Senator Scott included-knew the
bid had little chance of success in a
Cabinet which only two years ago de-
clared that all of Australia's known
ore resources must be conserved.

And that despite the fact that nine years
previously they were aware of the huge de-
posits in the Hamerslcy Ranges which
amounted to 2,500,000,000 tons! We find
that B.H.P, takes out of Yampi Sound
1,000,000 tons a year: and it is estimated
that in the Yampi Sound deposits there
are 100,000,000 tons more than is on the
books at the Mines Department.

Mr. Grayden: What did the Hawke Gov-
ernment do about the Hamersley deposits
in 1959?

Mr. ROWBERRY: A further extract
from Uren's Canberra Diary reads--

Cabinet decided to limit exports to
not more than 50 per cent. of approved
deposits except in the case of small
deposits (not more than 2,000,000
tons) the export of which may be
authorised without limit on the an-
nual rate.

The 50 per cent. condition could
have the effect of providing an in-
centive to greater investigation of re-
serves. In an effort to find quantities
sufficient to make half-for-export a
paying propostion.

Members of the Government mem-
bers' mining committee are convinced
that the new export policy will lead to
ore discoveries of such magnitude that
the Government will finally permit 100
per cent, exports from some areas.

This is the relevant part. We have been
told that we were unfair in harbouring a
suspicion that Sir Arthur Fadden was in
any way connected with the lifting of the
embargo. It is obvious that this fear and
this suspicion were held not only by mem-
bers of the Labor Party. I would ask
members to listen to the following:-

To reach a decision to relax the ban,
Cabinet had to lay the ghost of former
Federal Treasurer Sir Arthur Fadden.

So apparently the fear was also In their
minds that Sir Arthur Fadden would be
immediately connected with the lifting
of the embargo, particularly as he was in-
terested in this huge Japanese company.

Mr. Grayden: What more proof do you
want that there was nothing in it?

Mr. ROWEERRY:
South Perth does not
makes me sick; not
for South Perth. To
extract-

The member for
worry me. Nothing
even the member
continue with the

Sir Arthur was Deputy Prime Min-
ister in the Cabinet which two years
ago reaffirmed the ban.

He reaffirmed the ban when he was Fed-
eral Treasurer; and two years later, when
he was forming a company for his own
private gain, he wanted the ban lifted.
The extract continues-

Now he is a director of fluval and
Co., which is reported to have secured
the ore-buying agency for eight of
the leading steelworks in ore-hunigry
Japan.

Because of this, Sir Arthur aroused
haunting fears in the Cabinet room
that the Labor Party would attempt to
represent any lifting of the ban as
a Government gift to a former col-
league.

Mr. Grayden: The member for Melville
does not say that Japan Is ore-hungry.

Mr. ROWEERRY: The point I wish to
make is that if we on this side of the
House have concluded that Sir Arthur
Fadden was connected in the lilting of the
embargo on Iron ore, or that he influenced
the Federal Government in this matter,
then we have erred in very good company,
because all his former colleagues in the
Cabinet thought the same thing.

Progress
Mr. MOIR: I move-

That the Chairman do now report
progress and ask leave to sit again.

Motion put and negatived.

Commnittee Resuined
MR. MOIR (Boulder-Eyre) [11.38

p.m.]: I thought that, because of the late
hour, the Government might agree to pro-
gress being reported, if not for the sake
of members of this Chamber, for the sake
of those officers on the staff who have
been kept here so late.

Mr. W. A. Manning: You know what
you can do.

Mr. Jamieson: As the member for
Narrogin does.

Mr. MOIR: I am entitled to have my
say here on behalf of the people who sent
me here, as has any other member in
this Chamber; and as long as the Com-
mittee is in session, and I have something
to say, I will take advantage of the op-
portunity to say it on behalf of my elec-
tors.

In relation to industrial development.
there are a few remarks which I wish to
make and of which I hope the Minister
will take some notice. I was very struck
with the remarks the Minister made last
evening when introducing his Estimates,
when he said he would initiate a scheme
whereby the people in the country would
be able to send the common folk from
amongst them to the metropolitan area
where they could attend a course that
would enable them to take advantage of



2588 ASSEILY.)

opportunities in their own areas to estab-
lish industries, and other operations, that
would be of benefit to the areas con-
cerned.

I would like to suggest to the Minister
that before a scheme like that could be
a success, there would have to be some
degree of co-operation between the Min-
ister himself-more co-operation than he
has given in the past-and the small in-
dustries already in existence in the country
areas.

I refer to the export of gypsum from
the Esperance district, and will show that
that industry has not received the assist-
ance from the Government which it should
have received. I assert that the Minister
for Industrial Development, when ques-
tioned by me in this Chamber on this mat-
ter, gave answers which were not in ac-
cord with the facts.

Mr. Court: Tell me where they were
not! We treated the gypsum people very
generously, but they did not tell the local
people the truth or the facts.

Mr. MOIR: The Minister went to Press
and attacked two members representing
the South-East Province for the remarks
they had made and the criticism they had
levelled. The Minister accused them of
making statements which they knew to be
untrue. The statement which those two
members gave to the Press was held over
and was not published for six days. In
the meantime they received a letter from
the Minister in which certain statements
were made. I contend those statements
were not correct.

In answer to a question asked by mae oil
the 26th September on the freight conces-
sion given to this industry-admittedly a
small one but nevertheless one which em-
ploys a number of People in the -mining
of gypsum and in the transport and load-
ing of it at EsPerance: a product which
brings in overseas funds to Western Aus-
tralia-the Minister denied the freight
rates had been increased. My question
was,-

(1) Have rail freights been increased
or Proposed to be increased on
gypsum on the Norseman-Esper-
ance line; and, if so, what is the
increase?

(2) Does he not consider that the ex-
port of commodities should be en-
couraged from the port of Tsper-
ance?

(3) In view of the fact that %he ex-
porter of this mineral is possibly
conducting operations on a small
profit margin and any increase in
costs will make his operations un-
profitable, will he have the posi-
tion reviewed with a view to pre-
serving this industry in the
Esperance area?

The answer given by the Minister was-
(1) A special rate of 32s. per ton (in-

cluding wharfage and handling)
was approved for the raillng of
gypsum from Norseman to a
stockpile at Esperance using
normal services, thence to ships'
sides. The gypsum has been de-
spatched direct from Norseman
to ships' sides, this involving the
railways in special working, pro-
tracted delays to wagons, and ad-
ditional expense. As contracts had
been entered into, the Railways
Department agreed to the special
rate applying until the 31st De-
cember, 1962.
An extension of the 32s. rate was
requested to permit of further
contracts being gained during
1963. it being stated that ship-
ments from the port of Esperance
would cease by the end of 1963.
future supplies being from the
north-west. Ordinary rates with
a special rebate of 121 per cent.
were offered during the heavy
haulage period of January to May,
1963 (42s. 8d. per ton Including
wharfage and handling) with a
further reduction to 40s. per ton
(including wharf age and handl-
ing) In June-December, 1963.
It will be seen that concession
rates have been and will be avail-
able until the time when the firm
concerned will transfer its activi-
ties from the Norseman-Esperance
area.

(2) Yes; and this has been done.
(3) The position has just been re-

viewed and the concessions dq-
tailed in No. (1) above have been
granted.

In effect, the Minister was denying that
freight increases had been imposed.

Mr. Court: They are still below the
proper rates. That is a concession.

Mr. MOIR: The reply given was that
40s. per ton was to operate during the
1962-63 period. I draw the attention of
members of this Chamber to the very con-
fusing Information given by the Minister
for Works on this matter. When I asked
him what were the wharf handling charges
at Esperance for various minerals and
cargoes for the years 1956-60, 1960-61. and
1961-62, his reply was:-

Charge Per Ton.
1959-60 1960-41 1961-62
s. d. s. d. s. d.

Copper ... 13 9 13 6 13 6
1.6gneafte .... - 9 0 12 6
Gypsum 32 0 32 0 32 0

The figure of 32s. for wharfage was en-
tirely wrong because that rate included the
railway as well as the wharfage charge.
Taking the answer given by the Minister
for Railways the ordinary rate of 42s. 3d.
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per ton with a special rebate of 12k per
cent, would work out at 32s.; or a con-
cession of 10s. 3d. per ton was made. If
a 121 per cent, rebate is given that would
be another 5s. 4d. per ton.

At the rate of 40s. per ton the rate would
be roughly 3.2d. per ton wile; while at the
rate of 32s. the figure would work out at
2.506d. per ton mile. Let me contrast that
concession with the concession given to
another industry, the Horseman pyrites
industry. I do not want anyone to gain
the impression that I am criticising the
concession given to that industry, because
I am thoroughly in accord with it.

What I say is this: if substantial con-
cessions can be given to the pyrites I-dustry there is no reason why similar
concessions should not be granted to the
gypsum industry. In fact, greater con-
cessions should have been given to gyp-
suim Production, because the railway
haulage is over a much shorter distance
compared with the haulage of pyrites.
Pyrites are hauled for 400 miles as against
approximately 150 miles in the case of the
gypsum. On the 14th August last I asked
the following questions of the Minister for
Railways:-

(1) What is the freight charge per ton
mile on pyrites concentrates railed
from Norseman to the metro-
politan area?

(2) Is a freight concession allowed by
the department?

(3) What was the tonnage hauled for
the years 1960-61 and 1961-62?

(4) What amount of revenue did the
Railways Department receive from
this source for the years men-
tioned?

(5) What was the total value of the
freight concession for this period?

The Minister replied-
(1) 1.25d. per net ton mile.

That is a great contrast to 3.2d. per ton
mile and to the lower rate that was given
before of 2.506d. per ton mile.

Mr. Court: The further you transport
anything under the telescopic system, the
further down goes the freight rate.

Mr. MOIR: That may be. But I do know
the Minister has very effectively telescoped
the gypsum industry at Horseman and
Esperanee.

Mr. Court: No.

Mr. MOIR: Continuing with the answers
to my questions--

(2) Yes. In addition to the conces-
sion given by the Department of
Industrial Development.

(3) 1960-61-42,355 tons.
1961-62-41,036 tons.

(92]

(4) 1960-61-8135,9S8. including pay-
ment by Department of In-
dustrial Development.

1961-62-E131,588. Including pay-
ment by Department of In-
dustrial Development.

(5) (a) Railways Department:
1960-61-E21,643.
1961-62-925,820.

(b) Department of Industrial 'De-
velopment:

1960-61-E33,531.
1961-62-E32,488,

That amounted to approximately 1s. 10d.
per ton from the Department of Industrial
Development. I say that contrasts very
sharply. In his reply to me with regard
to the gypsum freights, the Minister stated
that shipments from the port of Esperance
would cease by the end of 1963, future sup-
plies being from the north-west. The
Minister also castigated two members of
the South-East Province in a statement
of his that was published in the Kalgoorlie
Miner of the 8th October last. The item
is headed "Railing Gypsum from Norse-
man" with a subheading, "Court Says
Position Misrepresented-Fair and Gener-
ous Arrangement". The dateline of the
article is Perth, the '7th October, and reads
as follows:-

The Minister for Railways. Mr,
Court, replying to comments in the
"Kalgoorlie Miner" of October 6 by
M's.L.C., Messrs. Stubbs and Qarrigan,
said: "In their anxiety to try to em-
barrass the State Government, they
have been guilty of misrepresenting
the true position in respect of the ex-
port of gypsum from Norseman.

"Their action is all the more ques-
tionable when they cannot deny they
know all the facts.

"Firstly, the railways are honouring
a contract to transport gypsum to Es-
perance up to December 31, 1962. at
a rate which is uneconomic and very
costly to the Railway Department, in
spite of the fact that the company
has not complied with its part of the
original arrangements and now has
no Intention of complying.

"Secondly, the railways and the
Treasury have combined to give major
freight concessions in 1963.

"During the period of greatest em-
barrassment with rolling stock, be-
cause of other vital and recurring local
traffic, the Treasury is meeting a dis-
count of 121 per cent., while the rail-
ways propose to charge one of the low-
est rates in the book.

"For the balance of 1963. the rail-
ways will charge an even lower rate
when the pressure is off seasonal traf-
fc.

To Close After 1963
"In addition to this, the company

already has made it clear they have
no intention of exporting Norseman
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gypsum through Esperance after 1963
because their plans are based on
Maud's Landing in the north after
that date.

"It surprises me that Messrs. Stubbs
and Garrigan expect the Treasury and
railways to add to what is a fair and
generous arrangement, when the rail-
ways already have assisted at great
cost and the company plans to export
from elsewhere after 1963.1'

I am not criticising the Minister for his
remarks about the company not fulfilling
its part of the bargain when it had agreed
that it would stockpile in Esperance and
then rail from the works to the wharf.
The company should have stuck to that
arrangement. But as to the rest of it.
where the Minister again reiterates that
these people were to cease operations In
1963 and use the area of Maud's Landing
on the north coast for exporting gypsum,
1 would point out that the company has
assured me it desires to continue the ex-
Port of gypsum from Esperance. The rea-
son for this is that the gypsum is of a
particular quality that was desired by the
company's client in Malaya. The client in
Malaya was very happy as the gypsum
shipments suet his requirements. inasmuch
as they were small sh'pmnents. He did not
desire large quantities ef the material: and
he was satisfied with the quantities which
were arriving at the times when he re-
quired them.

As I mentioned before, the gypsum is of
a quality which is rather different from
other gypsum deposits aknd it suited his in-
dustry admirably. I have been assured
by officers of the company both in Perth
and Esperanee that they fully intend to
continue the shipments of gypsum from
Esperance.

Mr. Court: After 1963?
Mr. MOIR: Yes.
Mr. Court: The sole reason why they

asked the Government to extend the con-
cession was that it would be only for
another year, because they would have no
further interest after 1963.

Mr, MOIR:. I can only go on what I am
told: and I place a lot of reliance on one
of the officials of this company because I
have known him-he Is a mining marn-
for many years. If the intentions of the
company are not as stated by him, then it
is deceiving this man who works for it-
and works in a very high capacity, too.

When I was at Esperance recently this
man approached me; and he was very hot
under the collar when ne saw the Minis-
ter's reply to my questions. He had also
read the Minister's statement in the Press.
He said it was compicely false.

Mr. Court: It is not false, It is quite
unfair for him to say so, and we will write
and tell him that he shonld not make these
false statements. We turned over back-
wiards to help.

Mr. MOIR: The Minister should tell
the principals of the company in Perth.

Mr. Court: We will, too.
Mr. MOIR: In the Mfinister's reply to

me be tried to imply that the rates were
not being put up on these people when in
fact they were. I ha-ve no doubt about
that. They were being lifted from 32s.
Even with the 121 per cent, rebate it meant
317s. 6d.-another 5s. 6d. To clear the
matter up, on the 10th October I asked
the Minister the following-

Fuirther to question No. 21 of the
26th September last concerning gyp-
sum freights, is the 12J per cent, re-
bate mentioned apulicable to the rail
charge of 40s. per ton ruling during
the period June-December, 1963?

The answer was "No." it was no use the
Minister denying that he had put the
freights up, because the charge was 32s.
and then it was raised to 40s. He cer-
tainly increased the freight rate, but in
his reply to me he tried to imply that
nothing of the sort had occurred.

As I have said, these industries should
be encouraged. Evidently the Government
feels it is justified in giving assistance to
the pyrites industry. I can see no reason
why it should not be giving the same assis-
tance to the gypsum industry. The freight
rate should never have been increased
above the 32s.

Mr. Court: It would not have been in-
creased if the company had honoured its
commitments. You can't expect the rail-
ways to be putting in all the time. We
honoured our commitment, and we are
still honouring it.

Mr. MOIR: The situation is that the
pyrites are railed from Norseman to the
metropolitan area works. I do not see
that it would make a terrible difference,
because they do not stockpile. It would
mean double handling.

Mr. Court: It would mqean we could get
rid of the trucks quickly. We are under
pressure when the harvest is being trans-
ported. You have to be fair to the rail-
way system.

Mr. MOIR: That only lasts for a certain
period. This freight rate has been raised
for the whole year. There would not be
any great pressure on the trucks at this
time of the year.

Mr. Court: We are giving extra conces-
sions during the off period.

Mr. MOIR: At 40s. a ton?
Mr. Court: We are giving quite a gener-

ous concession in the cif period.
Mr. MOIR:: it is 8s. dearer than before.
Mr. Court: If they put in stockpiling

facilities they could have it at the old
rate; but they will not do it.

Mr. MOIR: Surely the Minister would
not request that, when there are plenty
of wagons not being used.
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Mr. Court: They are supposed to have
a stockpile.

Mr. MOIR.: The wagons remove the
wheat harvest; and when that has been
done what do they do? There should be
plenty of wagons available. I realise that
when there is a full demand on the
wagons for the removal of the wheat, there
could be something in the Minister's argu-
ment.

Further to the Minister's remarks on his
desire for co-operation from local people,
I believe that Quite a lot can be done if
people will co-operate and if they are told
what is required. However, I am sure
that this Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment will never receive the co-operation
of people in the country areas, or anywhere
else, while he goes around the country mak-
ing the shocking statements he does.

I want to refer to an article which ap-
peared in the Kalgoorlie Miner of the 6th
October. I asked the Minister some ques-
tions in the House regarding this report,
as follows:-

(1) Has he seen the news item in the
Kalgoorlie Miner of the 6th
October referring to a meeting of
the Liberal Party in Kalgoorlie in
which he was reported to have said
that having failed at the ballot box
the Labor Party was now seeking
to bring about the downfall of the
Government through industrial
lawlessness, and that the A.L.P.
must accept full responsibility for
this?

(2) Was he correctly reported?
(3) Does he consider statements of

this type to be supported by facts,
and what Justification has he for
making such statements?

The Minister's reply was-
(1) to (3) In answer to the honour-

able member: Yes: I have seen
the report and it is a fair and
factual account of what I said at
the meeting referred to.

I think I should read the report to which I
have referred so that members will under-
stand why I am highly critical of state-
ments of this nature no matter from whom
they emanate. I am more critical of them
in this case because they were made by a
Minister who holds a very high position in
the State. The article reads as follows:-

Local Branch of Liberal Party
Court Attends Annual Meeting

With the member for Murchison, Mr.
R. Burt. M.L.A., Mr. Court last night
attended the annual meeting of the
Kalgoorlie-Boulder branch of the
Liberal Party.

In dealing with the development of
Western Australia, Mr. Court stated
that, having failed at the ballot box,
the Labour Party was now seeking to

try to bring about the downfall of the
Government through industrial law-
lessness.

"The A.L.P. must accept full re-
spaonsibility for this, or admit that it
has lost control of the unions to the
militants," said Mr. Court.

'The growing wave of defiance of
the industrial arbitration system-
stretching from the Ord dam con-
struction in the north to the metro-
politan area, where great industries
are under construction-shows the
same pattern," he said.

"It is not the Government that these
people are going to hurt. They are
striking at the very heart of our
State's progress and the economic
security of every man and woman in
Western Australia."

"The great mass of workers don't
want this sort of thing.

"They want to be part and parcel
of the drive forward which we are ex-
periencing."

I think that is a shocking thing to have
been said by a responsible person.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Is the honourable member relating these
remarks to division 24?

Mr. MOIR: I am talking about the Mini-
ster for industrial Development.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
This has nothing to do with the Minister
for Industrial Development.

Mr. MOIR: Yes it has. The Minister,
when introducing his Estimates last night,
spoke of getting the co-operation of people
in the country. I say that the Minister is
by no means helping the industrial devel-
opment of this State if he makes such
shocking statements, which later appear in
the Press.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
I see very little relationship to the item
under 'discussion.

Mr. MOIR.: The statement is not true,
and no-one would know better than the
Minister concerned that the Australian
Labor Party does not control the unions-
very far from it. The Minister knows per-
fectly well also that from time to time
disputes arise. I do not know whether
they can be termed industrial lawlessness.
When we talk about industrial lawlessness
we mean a complete disregard for the law
relating to iudustry.

Mr. Court: About that time there was
plenty of that!

Mr. MOIR: The Minister could quite
easily have referred to industrial lawless-
ness of some of the employers of this
State. Not very long ago an employer was
sentenced to gaol for not carrying out the
industrial laws of the country.
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Mr. Jamieson: He got Pretty good treat- Members may recall my stating in this
ment at that, too.

Mr. MOIR: Yes, what with TV sets
and the rest of it. I say the Minister
knows perfectly well that the Australian
Labor Party does not control the unions;
it cannot direct them to go on strike, nor
can it instruct them to return to work if
they are on strike. Therefore it is aL
shocking thing that a responsible person
in the community should make the state-
ment to which I have referred. If the
Minister had explained that he had made
the statement for consumption by mem-
bers of the political party attending the
meeting, I could have understood it-
though I could naturally not have been ex-
pected to have agreed with it-because I
would have said he was endeavouring to
frighten some of his followers into believ-
ing that the members of the Australian
Labor Party were very terrible people
indeed-and, of course, he might have some
chance of success with those People, too,
because some of them are politically naive.
So I say that unless the Minister adopts a
different attitude he will not receive the
co-operation to which he should be en-
titled.

There is another matter with which I
want to deal. I wish to point out that al-
though this Government makes great play
about assisting industrial development, it
seems to be particularly lacking when it
is not in the mood to assist industrial de-
velopment. We have heard a lot of talk and
we have read a lot about the development
of iron ore resources in this country; and
we have heard a lot of exaggerated state-
ments about what it means to this State.
I want to say that had the Federal Gov-
ernment agreed to the Hawvke Govern-
ment's representations, maybe we would
now have been enjoying some of the
benefits from the export of iron ore.

But I am afraid it is going to be many
long years before there are any benefits
at all to this State so far as iron ore is
concerned, because, to put it in colloquial
parlance, we have missed the bus. We
have missed the markets which were avail-
able in Japan and which were available
at the time the Hawke Labor Government
was making representations to the Federal
Government, when contracts could have
been made advantageously to dispose of
this ore by selling it to Japan; and the
position today is that Japan either does
not want the ore or is unable to purchase
it.

Not only that, but, in mry opinion, it
will be many long Years before some of
these areas which are talked about from
the point of view of development will be
developed. I am referring to Tallering
Peak. I am sure it will be many years
before there is any development there; and
I think that development will take place
at Koolanooka long before it occurs at
Tallering.

House last year that some iron ore had
been discovered within a very short dis-
tance of Perth; and very good iron
ore, too; and very easily mined iron ore.
The people who were concerned applied
for a temporary reserve in order to test
those deposits: and they were very much
surprised to find that their request was
refused, The people concerned were Bell
Bros. and a private person; namely, a
prospector, who had found the deposits
and wvho had made an agreement with
Hell Bros. to explore those deposits and
to operate them. They received the fol-
lowing letter dated the 2nd April. 1962,
from the Under Secretary for Mines:-

Dear Sir,
Re Application for Temporary

Reserve 2384/H Iron Ore:
With reference to your letter dated

29/9/61 I would advise that, after
careful consideration, my Hon. Min-
ister regrets that he is unable to ap-
prove of the above application for the
area of 50 square miles marked in
"Red" in the Cockburn Sound area of
the South West Mineral Field.

Yours faithfully,
(Sgd.) A. H. Telfer,

Under Secretary.
We must remember that this letter was
sent six months after the application had
been made. Presumably the Minister con-
sidered the application for six months and
then decided that he could not grant it.
When I was informed about it, I thought
it was rather odd, and so I wrote to the
Under-Secretary for Mines as follows:-

Dear Mr. Telfer,
Re Application for Temporary

Reserve 2384/11 for Iron Ore.
Last year, Mr. G. Thomas of Mos-

man Park and Bell Bros., made appli-
cation for the above reserve.

On April 2nd, Bell Bros, received a
notification that the Hon. Minister
had decided not to grant the area to
them.

In view of the great waount of
activity and the large sums of money
being spent in the search for iron ore
bodies in areas some considerable dis-
tance from Port facilities, I am rather
astonished that these people have not
been encouraged by the Department
to examine this area which I under-
stand has considerable potential.

Would you please advise me of the
reasons for the Hon. Minister's r~efusal
to grant the temporary reserve?

I received the following reply from the
Under-Secretary for Mines:-

Dear Mr. Moir,
I acknowledge receipt of your letter

of the 17th instant in regard to the
application by Mr. G. Thomas and
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Bell Bros. for Temporary Reserve
2384H1 for Iron.

This reservation covered the catch-
ment area at Wungong Brook, and
therefore was not Crown land. As you
will recall, Temporary Reservations
can only be made on Crown Land.

Mr. W. Hegney: Wungong?
Mr. MOIR: Yes.
Mr. W. Hegney: That is about 25 miles

from Perth.
Mr. MOIR: Yes. It seems rather peculiar

that the Minister waited six months, and
then he could not grant the reserve be-
cause it was not Crown land. If some of
that area was not Crown land, then I
think the people concerned should have
been informed. The fact that it was on
a catchment area does not mean a thing
when we remember that the areas granted
for the bauxite deposits cover catchment
areas. As a matter of fact, the mineral
claims granted for bauxite cover some of
this area. And, of course, that would not
be a bar, because whilst the bauxite
people have the right to mine bauxite they
do not have the right to mine other min-
erals, and any person can go in there and
peg out areas for minerals other than
bauxite.

These people, in attempting to explore
the iron ore deposits there, were quite
within their rights. Now, if in that 50
square miles there were some private land,
that land could easily have been excised
from the area. But it seems that for
some reason the Minister for Mines was
not anxious to grant that area to those
people, and they have not been successful
yet.

With all the talk and with all the
emphasis on the virtues of Iron ore for
export, surely one would have thought
that in a case like this the Government
would go to all sorts of lengths to try to
make the area available to those people:
because it would be a wonderful fillip in-
dustrially to this State. This deposit is
within a short distance of Perth. It Js
easily mined, and if there is an export
market for iron ore they would have been
able to take advantage of it.

There is quite a lot more I could say,
but I will finish at that Point. I can deal
with other matters under other headings
on the Estimates. I consider that the
Minister for Industrial Development
should adopt a different attitude, and I
think there should be less window-dress-
ing and a little more down-to-earth work.

MR. H. MAY (Collie) [12.20 a.m.]: At
the outset I want to say that as far as
Collie is concerned the Department of
Industrial Development is a complete mis-
nomer. The other night the Minister gave
us a lecture, and told us what country
people should do in their own interests.

First of all he talked about invitations,
and said that members in various elector-
ates should be invited to any conferences
that were held in connection with the
establishment of industries or businesses
outside the metropolitan area.

He made some reference to the local
printer, and I want to tell the Minister
that every employee in the local printing
establishment at Collie was either born in
that town or has lived there for many
years. The fact that business people in
the town patronise someone else for their
printing requirements has nothing to do
with us. What can I do to get the local
business People to patronise the printer at
Collie instead of outside firms? Yet, as I
said, every one of the employees of that
establishment has been a resident of the
town or district of Collie for years.

Mr. Court: I did not say they were not.
I said that if everyone in Collie patronised
him he would have to put on three more
men.

Mr. H. MAY: Has the Minister any
suggestion to make as to how I can get
the business people in Collie to patronise
the local printer? If he has, then I would
be glad to hear it.

Mr. Court: Don't you think the local
people should do something about it?

Mr. H. MAY: I would do everything I
could to try to force the local people to
use our local printer, but evidently they
send their work out of the town.

On three occasions the Minister has
sent a. departmental representative to
Collie, and on three occasions I have asked
for a copy of the report. This depart-
mental representative went to Collie to
make an investigation and I had an assur-
ance from the Minister that he would let
me have a copy of Mr. Adams's report.

Mr. Court: And you are going to get it.
Mr. H. MAY: Mr. Adams has been in

Collie on three occasions and he addressed
the Apex Club, the Rotary Club, and the
local shire council; but I still have not
got a copy of his report. I want to tell
members what happened as a result of
Mr. Adams's last visit, because the Minister
has said that the local people should make
suggestions and try to help themselves.
I shall read out a few of the suggestions
made by the local people and the manner
in which they were dealt with by the De-
partment of Industrial flevelopment, I
quote-

Comments on various proposals,
aimed at expanding industrial activi-
ties at Collie, were made by Industrial
Development Department officer C.
Adams in a report to the Collie Shire
Council.

That was last week.
Mr. Adams investigated the pro-

posals when inquiring last month into
the Prospects of industrial and agri-
cultural expansion at Collie.
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He made the investigations on the
instructions of Industrial Development
Minister C. Court.

Mr. Adams's comments on the pro-
posals were:

Charcoal Briquettes
This is an old suggestion in regard to
Collie, and one which has been made over
the last five or six years. The report in
regard to charcoal briquettes goes on to
state-

These were produced during World
War II when petrol rationing was in
force In W.A. Such an industry did
not offer any commercial prospects
today.

That is the first proposition that was put
up by the Collie people, and the next was
a timber impregnation plant. The com-
ments on that were as follows:-

A plant has been established at Pic-
ton and the company concerned was
well satisfied with that location. It
could see no point in transferring the
plant to Collie.

That is the report despite the fact that
for some considerable time the idea of
establishing such a plant at Collie has been
put forward. That was the second pro-
posal, and the next concerned wool
scouring. Collie is in the centre of a big
wool-producing district, and on this point
Mr. Adams said-

For successful scouring various types
of wool had to be blended and all the
varieties required were not available
in the Collie district.

That was another suggestion of the Collie
people. The next was pea processing, and
he had this to say in that connection-

Collie was too wet in the winter
and too dry in the summer for the
successful production of peas and
other vegetables for processing.

Mr. Hawke: Isn't it wicked!
Mr. H. MAY: It was wiped off.
Mr. Court: Is it right or is it wrong?

Be fair to the man. He is a very capable
and conscientious officer.

Mr. H. MAY: My point is that the Min-
ister said that the local people have not
endeavoured to help themselves.

Mr. Hawke: That's the point.
Mr. Court: That was not so. Be frank.
Mr. H. MAY: The Minister is not going

to sidetrack me on this one.
Mr. Court: I was not trying to sidetrack

you.
Mr. H. MAY: The Minister simply has to

sit there and take it. I do not care if we
Stay here until 5 O'clock tomorrow morn-
ing. As far as I am concerned the Min-
ister will sit there and take it.

Mr. Court: Just don't get excited.

Mr. Jamieson: If you keep going until
5 o'clock we will be here till 6 o'clock
by the time I have finished.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
Order! The member for Collie may pro-
ceed.

Mr. H. MAY: The next suggestion put
forward was the manufacture of cases.
This was a proposition put forward by the
Collie people and this was the comment
that was made-

It would cost from £40,000 to £80,000
to establish a plant for the large-scale
manufacture of cases. The present
trend was to manufacture whitewood
cases and there was not enough pine
available in the Collie district to sup-
ply a plant with the material required.

Just Imagine! There is not enough timber
in the Collie district!

Mr. Court: He did not say that.
Mr. H. MAY: We are surrounded on all

sides by forest country.
Mr. Court: Why don't you read the thing

right through?
Mr. H. MAY: This country is very closely

protected by the Forests Department, and
that is the snag so far as an industry of
that nature for Collie is concerned, and
the Minister knows that very well. The
next item suggested by the Collie people
was the manufacture of cereals, and Mr.
Adams said-

The manufacturing companies had
stated that it would not be economical
to establish a production plant at
Collie.

Another wipe off. We were completely
wiped off so far as the Department of In-
dustrial Development was concerned.

Mr. Hawke: Another lurch backwards!
Mr. H. MAY: The next suggestion made

by the Collie people was in regard to clay
for tile making and the comments were-

The main producers of tiles in W.A.
were not interested in using Collie
clay.

Mr. W. Hegney: That is up to mud.
Mr. H. MAY: Yet the Minister says that

the local people are not prepared to help
themselves when they make all these sug-
gestions. The comments I am quoting
were made by an officer of the Department
of Industrial Development which is sup-
posed to establish industries in the country.
That is an example of the sort of treat-
ment we get from a department of that
kind. The next item suggested by the
Collie people was in regard to pottery clay
and his comments were-

Two city firms were interested in
testing samples of Collie clay for the
production of pottery.

I do not know whether that is a complete
wipe off, but I think it could be put in
that category. The next item was a rail-
way repair depot at Collie. God knows
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the Railways Department has spent enough
money at Collie on the new marshalling
yards--it was around about £2,000,000-
and this is what Mr. Adams had to say
about that proposal-

The Railway Department's Chief
mechanical Engineer had stated that
it would not be economical to expand
the Collie depot into a central repair
shop. It was now felt by the depart-
ment that more money had been spent
on the new railway depot at Collie
than was warranted.

All to no purpose. He continued-
A decreased demand for coal had

severely curtailed the railways pro-
grammule at Collie.

Why is there a decrease in the use of
coal? Because this Government wants to
use the diesels wherever It can put them;
it wants to scrap our native fuel wherever
possible, because the Government is not
prepared to use it.

Mr. Hawke: Pull steam backwards.
Mr. Court: That applies not only to this

Government. You know the Previous Gov-
ernment was buying diesels.

Mr. Hf. MAY: Not to the same extent
as this Government has been doing.

Mr. Court: That Government bad a pro-
gramme for dieselisation.

Mr. H. MAY:, It is the members of the
present Government who have crucified
Collie; do not make any mistake about
that.

Mr. Court: We saved Collie.
Mr. Hf. MAY: It will always be a monu-

ment to this Government. The MeLarty-
Watts Government did not do anything
like that.

Mr. Court: If Collie had been left to
your Government it would have gone out
of existence.

Mr. H. MAY: We had to wait until we
got Ministers of the type we have at the
present time for it to happen. The next
Item submitted by the Collie people was-

Engineering Works. It was possible
that certain work for the mining com-
panies that was at present being done
in the Eastern States would be handled
in the future in Collie.

I am going to mark that one up.
Mr. Court: We were providing the

money.
Mr. H. MAY: And the Minister has

told me that the Government Is providing
the money. I will watch this one very
carefully, and next session I am going to
make a full report to Parliament on the
success of these engineering works. The
next item is--

Timber Mill. The principals of a Mill
now operating in Collie have stated
that further development could be ex-
pected in the near future.

I am going to watch that one, too. I do
not know what the Department of Indus-
trial Development would have to do with
that.

Mr. Court: They would have something
to do with it. You seemed quite disap-
pointed when they gave you a positive
result.

Mrt. H. MAY: I will be surprised.
Mr. Court: While you have been jabber-

ing here we have been arranging the funds
down there to expand.

Mr. H. MAY: I wonder!
Mr. Jamieson: What is he? A watch-

maker?
Mr. H. MAY: We have a man in Collie

who produced an invention of his own.
This article states--

Kohler Vapour Injection Unit. Ex-
haustive tests were necessary before
the manufacture of this unit could be
undertaken on a commercial basis.

That is the result of that one.
I want to tell the Minister for Industrial

Development that it is nothing to laugh
about. If he had gone through what the
people of Collie have gone through since
1960 it would be no laughing matter so
far -as he was concerned. if ever a Gov-
ernment crucified a big country town this
Government has by killing Collie. It took
three visits by the officer from the Depart-
ment. of Industrial Development to arrive
at these conclusions. Any schoolboy could
have told the Department of industrial
Development what was going to happen to
those industries. The department sent a
man down to Collie to make a big noise,
and that is all he did.

When the Minister gives an assurance
that he will do something, I expect him
to keep his promise. The Minister told
me, when he last spoke on this subject,
that be would supply me with a copy of
the report: but when am I going to get it?

Mr. Court: You will get one.
Mr. H. MAY: Yes, in the sweet by and

by. After three visits by this officer to
Collie I still have not got his report, yet
the Apex Club and the Rotary Club each
have a copy. The Collie Shire Council
also received a copy, but not the member
for the district. In fact, I have never been
invited to any one of these conferences. I
know why. For two pins I would teil the
Minister in this House why I have never
been invited to one of these conferences-

Mr. Hawke: Here are two pins.
Mr. H. MAY: -but I do not want to

bring politics into this.
Mr. W. Hegney: That's right; keep it

neutral!
Mr. H. MAY: It also makes me think

that the Minister missed his vocation. He
should be on TV. He is wasting his time
as Minister for industrial Development.
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Mr. Court: He would probably make
more money on TV.

Mr. H. MAY: I am not speaking in a
critical sense, but from a political point of
view. So much for the desire of the Gov-
ernment to establish industries outside the
metropolitan area, which the Minister
hammered into us the other night. I have
referred to at least a dozen items that have
been Put up by the local people.

Mr. Court: You do not want to put for-
ward impractical things. We want some-
thing that will work.

Mr. H. MAY: It is the same old story!
Why not give us something concrete?

Mr. Court: One day we will give you
something down there and you will be that
disappointed!

Mr. H. MAY: The Minister has given us
enough since 1960. The Collie district is
surrounded by State forests for which
the Collie Shire Council does not receive
any rates; and to make sure that we will
not have any chance of getting some reve-
nue in the future, and to satisfy the water
purity committee, the Government has
decided not to grant any more land for
development in the Collie district.

The people of Bunbury want to be
supplied with water from the Wellington
Dam, and I suggested that their request
should be acceded to. It is good water:
but the water supply being situated in the
Collie district has murdered the People
of Collie. There are many acres of land
in the Collie district that have been
settled for years. It is good apple country.
We are now told by the Minister for Agri1-
culture that no more orchards can be
established in the Collie area because the
development of the land for that purpose
would affect the water in the Wellington
Dam. But the Government geologist has
stated that the establishment of orchards
in the area will not affect the water in
the dam.

Mr. Hawke: No wonder you are getting
the pip.

Mr. Court: You could have apple cider.

Mr. H. MAY: It is one big joke, isn't it!
If any Government set out to settle com-
pletely a country town this Government
has done so with regard to Collie. It is
tragic. The Minister is always talking in
millions. Why does he not come down to
earth and do something for the people who
are already established in this State in-
stead of sending the people to the wall as
the Government has done at Collie? Fifty
per cent. of the population have left the
district. Houses have been battered. The
asbestos walls are broken and the grass
Is growing up the sides of the walls to a
great height. I honestly believe the State
Housing Commission is hoping a severe
fire will sweep through the Collie townsite
so that the commission can get something
out of the wreck from insurance.

Mr. Curran: That is the Government's
policy of decentralisation.

Mr. H. MAY: When one goes to Collie
one sees street after street of empty houses,
and no-one is attempting to look after
them. There are battered doors and
broken asbestos; and I am sure that, after
next winter, one will not be able to see
the houses for the long grass. it is a
disgrace to any Government. Should any
member of the Government care to visit
Collie so that he may inspect these houses
for himself, I would gladly take him around
and show him the devastation that has
taken Place. This is what the Government
has done purely for the purpose of tryig
to save itself £500,000 a year in the pur-_
chase of coal from the coalmining com-
panies. This is the way it is reaching its
objective. It is an absolute disgrace!

That 50 per cent, of Collie's population
have had to leave the town with their
families is proved by the fact that in order
to make up the quota of population for
the Collie electorate the West Arthur
Shire district was included within my
electoral boundaries. I am not objecting to
that, because I understand the problems
of the farmers in that district, and the
Minister for Agriculture knows that. I
accept the responsibility of representing
the electors in the West Arthur district
with pleasure, but I regret the necessity
for the West Arthur Shire district having
to be added to my electorate in order to
make up the population quota.

That gives the Chamber some idea what
the Government has done with a large
flourishing town like Collie. The district
has an assured rainfall and it is one of
the best areas in the State. The Govern-
ment Geologist has stated that apples can
be grown there and that the establishment
of orchards would not affect the water in
the Wellington Dam. But the Minister
says. "Nothing doing." One could not
imagine a Government that is more deter-
mined to batter down Collie than this one.

It is no good the Minister going down to
Collie to have a talk with the People, and
then telling them that he will see what
he can do. We know the result of that
sort of thing. If the Minister Is desirous
of helping these people in Collie-people
who have established their homes there,
and who have put everything they have
into those homes-then let him put f or-
ward some practical plan to alleviate their
sufferings. We do not want him to go
down there and kid the people he is going
to do something for them, because he has
not done a damn thing for them!

Mr. Court: We have done something for
them.

Mr. H. MAY: What has the Minister
done for them?

Mr. Court: We have had a good man
down there to examine the whole of the
proposition they put forward; and we are
working on a solution of our own.
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Mr. H. MAY: In two years there has
been no result at all

Mr. Court: We have had some result.
Mr. H. MAY: It reminds me of a drown-

ing man clutching at a straw. The Minis-
ter is referring to a little tinpot show we
have there.

Mr. Court:. The proprietor would not like
to hear you say that.

Mr. Hawke: This Government has cruci-
fied Collie.

Mr. H. MAY: The previous Government
saved £500,000 in the coal industry, with
very little upset indeed. But that was not
good enough for this Government; it
wanted another E500,000. How can any in-
dustry in this State continue to prosper
under a policy such as that adopted by the
present Government?

I do not know why the Government has
had such a set on Collie. There is no
doubt that Collie has been crucified, even
though it is one of the biggest towns in
the State. mhe misery and anxiety that
have been caused to the people there as a
result of this Government's action is inde-
scribable. A number of them have lost
everything they had. Some of them had
homes which were half paid for, together
with amenities for those homes. In one fell
swoop they lost the lot. Yet we have the
Government bending over backwards to
bring people out here, when it cannot look
after the people who are already in the
State.

I received a letter from Mr. Lonnie in
response to a suggestion I made that he
interview a certain family while in Eng-
land. I understood that Mr. Lonnie and
his delegation were supposed to guarantee
people employment and accommodation
when they came to Western Australia. As
I have said, I received a copy of the letter
which Mr. Lonnie sent to the individual in
question, whose address in England I had
given him. This man is a qualified en-
gineer. The letter he received said that
the delegation would be pleased to have him
in Western Australia, and that when he got
to Western Australia he would not have
any difficulty in finding a home, because
houses were advertised in the paper every
day.

The letter followed this up by suggesting
certain engineering firms to which this man
could make application in the hope that
he might secure employment. That is the
type of guarantee they are given when
they arrive here. What a lovely set-up that
is! I wish to thank Mr. Lonnie for sending
me the copy of the letter he did. I under-
stood that when the delegation left for
England its purpose was to secure trades-
men, and guarantee them employment and
accommodation. According to the copy of
the letter I received they are apparently
assured of neither.

Mr. Court: Is this man being recruited
by them in the ordinary course, or is it a
special case you asked them to look at?

Mr. H. MAY: It is the case of a family
I was asked to contact. Their relatives in
Collie asked me to get in touch with this
family. I wrote to Mr. Hoar in London,
and he got in touch with Mr. Lonnie, 7ho
wrote to the people concerned. The family
are on the verge of leaving England. They
have sold their home there, but they have
no guarantee that they will secure accom-
modation here. They may get a house at
Collie, but they will certainly not get any
work there. That is the manner in which
this delegation is operating. The whole
set-uip is q~uite different from what 'we read
in the newspapers. According to the news-
papers the purpose of the delegation is to
secure tradesmen, and give them a guar-
antee of employment and accommodation;
but we find they have no home, and no
employment when they get here.

Mr. Court: Apostles of gloom!
Mr. H. MAY: If I thought The West Aus-

tratian would publish a letter. I would
supply one for publication. We on this
side of the House, however, know what
happens when we want anything published
in the newspapers of this State. I told
the Committee the other night what hap-
pened when we wanted to put in a report
on the Bunbury by-election.

The CHMIRMAN (Mr 1. W. Manning):
I think the honourable member had better
stick to the vote.

Mr. H. MAY: I think you are in sym-
pathy with the members of the Govern-
ment, Mr. Chairman. I understood this
was part of the vote.

Mr. Hawke: The Minister had a head-
line changed in yesternay's paper.

Mr. Court: Is Migration one of my port-
folios now?

Mr. H. MAY: The Minister may well
smile, after what he and his colleagues
have done in Collie.

Mr. Court: The Government has saved
Collie.

Mr. H. MAY: I can assure the Minister.
however, that he will not break the spirit
of the people in Collie. As the Leader of
the Opposition told them five years ago.
there will always be a Collie in spite of
what this Government is trying to do to
it. They are made of the right stuff in
Collie, and the Minister should make no
mistake about that.

Mr. Court: If you speak in this strain
very often they will need to be made of
the right stuff.

Mr. H. MAY: The Minister tried to
crush these people, because there was a
union there which was prepared to protect
their rights. I know the whole sordid
story behind the Minister's actions. He
was motivated by the fact that the union
had looked after the welfare of its mem-
bers, and accordingly it must be broken.
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The Government will never break the
spirit of the union, despite the fact that
It has been hit so hard. If the Minister
for Industrial Development wants any
co-operation from me I am prepared
to be at his beck and call at any time,
and immediately. I have never received
an invitation to attend any of the con-
ferences that have been. held in Collie. The
member for the district is never sent an
invitation to attend these functions. Why?

Mr. Court: Isn't it run by the local
council?

Mr. H. MAY: There we have the Minis-
ter passing the buck to someone else.

Mr. Court: We do net run the council.
Mr. H. MAY : Had I been the Minister

I would have refused to attend the con-
ference unless the local member was pre-
sent.

Mr. W. Hegney: 'Hear, hear!
Mr. H. MAY: I must admit that I do

receive notes from other Ministers of the
Government advising mc that they will be
at certain places at certain times, and
that they will be glad to see me if I am
available.

Mr. Court: When have I been to Collie
without telling you?

Mr. H. MAY: I admit the Minister has
told me of his visits: but he never refused
to meet the people because I was not
there.

Mr. Court: Surely that Is the job of the
shire council.

Mr. H. MAY: The Minister knows quite
well that there is a certain etiquette which
must be observed in matters like this. If
I were the Minister I1 would not consult
the people in a district unless the member
of Parliament for that district was pre-
sent. Several members in this Govern-
nient were receiving deputations arranged
between them and the people desiring the
deputations, but I was left out. But the
Minister for Mines stood on his dignity
and told one deputation he would not see
the members unless the parliamentary
representative for the c'istriet was present
to introduce them.

I did not intend to speak on the vote of
the Minister for Industrial Development,
hut because I have been treated so shab-
bily by the Government in general I felt
cempelled to say something. I have sub-
mitted a list of the Propositions which
have been put forward by the people of
Collie, but with the exception of one little
Industry the people of Collie have been
told that none of the proposals can be
implemented. The Government should
make an effort to establish some industry
in the area.

The Government should permit more
apples to be grown in the area around
Collie, because the land is good and has
an assured rainfall. The Government

Geologist has assured the people that it
would be possible to grow apples on cleared
land if cover crops were planted. He said
that such extension of orchards would not
affect the catchment of Wellington Dam.
The Government should take some notice
of his opinion. The Forests Department
and the Water Purity Committee stepped
in and told the people of Collie that they
could not grow apples on the cleared land.
No matter what is propcsed in the way of
new industries, or development of existing
ones, the Government turns down every
proposition.

Mr. Nalder: That is not the reason for
refusing. The practice of not permitting
land to be cleared in the catchment area
has been operating for years.

Mr. H. MAY: The lane is already cleared.
Mr. Nalder: If it is cleared the people

can grow what they like on it.
Mr. H. MAY: But the Minister said they

could not grow apples on it.
Mr. Nalder: That only refers to areas

of land Which were cleared for water
catchment.

Mr. H1. MAY: The Mi!'ister did not make
that clear.

Mr. Nalder: You did nrot ask for it. You
got a straight-out answer.

Mr. H. MAY: Can I take it to be the
answer of the Minister that the orchards
around Collie cannot be extended?

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
One speech at a time!

Mr. H. MAY: I wonder whether the Min-
ister has made any inquiries into the state-
ment of the Government Geologist that
apples can be grown on that land. If the
geologist is wrong the Government should
tell the people at Collie. A lot of land
around Collie is cleared, but when I asked
if the apple orchards could be extended to
embrace such land, the minister for Agri-
culture said they could not. The geologist
said that the trees would not affect the
Water source of Wellington Dam as long
as cover crops were grown. If that state-
ment is incorrect the Minister should tell
the people.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Do you think the
Water Purity Committee has done a good
job?

Mr. H. MAY: What does the Minister
think? He would not know the first thing
about this matter. I can assure him that
he will not further his knowledge from the
knowledge that I possess. I do not know
what the Qualifications of that geologist
are, but at the Fruit Growers' Association
conference he made the statement 1 ref er-
red to. However, the matter has not been
taken up by the Minister for Agriculture.
If the people of Collie have been misled the
Minister should nut them on the right
track. In the district there are quite a
number of orchards which grow excellent
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fruit for export. The producers are de-
sirous of extending the orchards, and the
Government Geologist has said that they
can do so without affecting the waters of
Wellington Damn.

Mr. Court: Is this the Agriculture Vote?

Mr. H. MAY: I am referring to an in-
dustry in Collie which can be extended,
but it has not been considered by the Min-
ister for Industrial Development. The
Minister for Agricuiture sits by idly after
the geologist has made the statement that
apples can be grown on the cleared land.
The Minister allows the people to continue
thinking that they can.

Mr. Nalder: You know very well what
the position is, and the sooner you start
telling the truth the better.

Mr. H. MAY: I know only too well the
position. It is the job of the Minister
to direct the people of Collie along the
right lines; he should not permit them to
be misled by a Government officer.

Mr. Nalder: The Government Geologist
does not come under my department.

Mr. H. MAY: That is a lovely let-out
far the Minister!1 He is getting as bad as
the Minister for Industrial Development
and will clutch at any straw to pass the
buck.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
The honourable member should address
the Chair.

Mr. H. MAY: Then you should not per-
mit them to talk to me, and they should
direct their interjections through you, Mr.
Chairman. Ii have said all I wanted to
say concerning the Minister for Agricul-
ture. I shall watch very carefully to see
whether any action is taken by him to re-
fute the statement made by the Govern-
ment Geologist to the people of Collie at
the Fruit Growers' Association conference.

My final words to the Minister for Indus-
trial Development are these: Give the
people of Collie a kindly thought;, and in
return I give him my assurance that I
will co-operate with him in every possible
way to establish industries in Collie, so as
to give the people a lift in view of what
they have suffered in the last two years.
If I were a Minister in this Government
I would do my best to overcome the diff-
culties which those people have experi-
enced.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) 1 12.59 a.m.]:
I listened with interest to my colleague,
the member for Collie, who dealt with
several matters associated with the estab-
ishment of industries in Collie, and with
the manner in which the Minister for
Industrial Development proceeded to un-
develop those already established. If the
Minister wants industrial development in
this State, he will have to realise some-
thing that members on this side of the
House have been telling him for a long

time. He cannot take all and give nothing.
in the decade that I have been a member
of this Parliament not on one occasion over
that period has the Minister ever voted in
favour of any improvement in the lot of
the working conditions of the people of
this State. That is something which he
cannot refute.

While that sort of attitude exists, in-
dustrial development will not get very far
ahead. it cannot be done in the way the
Minister desires; it has to be balanced in
favour of the people who will carry out the
industrial development. Everything can-
not be weighted in favour of grandiose
plans.

Recently I asked the Minister a question
in regard to cement, as this product is
vitally associated with our further indus-
trial development. I asked the Minister
whether he would make representations to
Sir Halford Reddish before he returned to
the United Kingdom to see whether some
special concession could be granted with
regard to the establishment of new indus-
trial buildings. This was a double-sided
question, because I wanted to find out
where Sir Halford Reddish was.

I now know that he has gone; and as
far as I am concerned Australian -soil is
too good for him. He should not be al-
lowed to come here. In any case, the
Minister is not prepared to accept the fact
that concessions in this direction could
have a bearing on the establishment of new
industries. It is no use the Minister saying
that we are using more cement. Of course
'we are: and if we are going to develop this
country industrially we will use still more.
However, we do not want to use cement
which is sold at an exorbitant price as
compared with the other States.

If the price of erecting new buildings
affects the economies of an industry being
established in this State then, in order to
obtain such industry, the Government will
have to increase its inducements at cost
to the taxpayers of this State. If that
sort of thing goes on there will be an im-
balance and very soon the Government
will be unable to balance its revenue.

The La Porte industry, which is one of
the industries the Government has induced
to come to this State, will cause the Gov-
ernment a considerable amount of bother
before very long. In introducing his esti-
mates, the Minister made reference to this.
Prom what I know of the position the
people in the area who are drilling for
water are obtaining plenty of it, but it
is not suitable; and there is every likeli-
hood that future tests will also prove the
water to be unsuitable. Therefore the
pipeline will have to be extended from
Wellington Dam.

But even then the company will not be
out of the wood altogether because of the
quantity of water which is required per
day. This will be a severe tax on the
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weir and the Government will have a con-
siderable problem to overcome before it
can live up to its particular Part of the
bargain in association with the La Porte
company. Whether the company will
work effectively over a long period or not
will depend entirely on what other reser-
voirs the Government can put in around
that district. Before this company is fully
established there will certainly be a con-
siderable burden placed on the taxpayer
of this State to satisfy all the wants and
desires of the company.

It is a good industry to attract here;
but the economics of an industry must be
taken into consideration because sooner
or later the Grants Commission will be
concerned about the States that are bid-
ding unnecessarily high sums of money for
the establishment of new industries. If
the Grants Commission takes this view we
will be penalised when it looks at our
financial arrangements each year, as it has
to do.

The other evening we got into a bit
of an argument about the State Shipping
Service and as to whether the Grants
Commission would take an adverse view if.
as the member for Pilbara suggested, there
had been no freight increases. He was
quite sound when he said that by doing this
there would be no economic improvement
in the north-west. The member for War-
ren also pointed out that most of the
people working in the north-west are
associated with some form of public works
and therefore the population comprises a
considerable number of Government em-
ployees.

These employees are working with mate-
rials that have been brought up by the
State shipping Service, and they live
in houses which have been built by local
contractors with materials brought up by
the State Shipping Service. Therefore,
all we are doing is allowing these costs to
be loaded on to another department, and
in the long run we get just nowhere.

The Grants Commission is well aware
of. the economic position with regard to
the north-west and readily appreciates it.
When I said that in so far as the State
Shipping Service was concerned the
Grants Commission was instructed by the
Commonwealth to give it every considera-
tion, the Premier said, "How do you know?"
I said, "flow do you know they do not?"
That is where the argument ended at that
stage.

In the report of the Commonwealth
Grants Commission it is clearly indicated
that what I said was right. In case the
Minister has not read this report. I in-
tend to quote two sections from the 29th
report, of 1962, which deal with this mat-
ter. The Minister will see clearly that
consideration is given to any deficit caused
by the State Shipping Service and that

it is not taken into consideration by way
of a penalty against this State. I quote
from page 48, which reads as follows:-

At the Canberra hearings the Com-
monwealth Treasury suggested that
the Commission should consider mnak-
ing an unfavourable adjustment in
respect of the heavy loss of the Stbate
Shipping Service of Western Austra-
lia, and that it should not await the
report of the independent authority
who had been called In by the State
Government to report to it on the
operations of the service. The Treas-
ury contended that such an adjust-
ment would be Justified as a general
incentive towards economy. It argued
also that the State Government should
be regarded as having a total amount
of revenue available, including the
special grant, to which, in effect, it
applied various priorities in expendi-
ture. If the State decided, for what-
ever reasons, to allot a high priority
to meeting the full loss on maintain-
ing the State Shipping Service, it
should be prepared to allot a lower
priority to some other expenditure.
The Treasury considered that it was
not reasonable for the whole net cost
of this Service to be, in effect,
".avoided" by the State which was re-
sponsible for the Service being in-
eluded without modification in the cal-
culation of the special grant.

This was an instance of the Treasury-
that is, departmental people-putting up
a case which was parallel with what the
Minister and the Premier were trying to
indicate to us. But the members of the
Grants Commission, being wily old birds
and in possession of not only the opinion
of the departmental people but also the
opinion of those who run the Government
in the Federal sphere, knew better than
to take very much notice of it. I wil
deal with the section that gives their com-
ments on this.

Another point which must always be
remembered when considering the State
Shipping Service is that the Common-
wealth has a responsibility to its people
stationed in the Northern Territory. We
must ensure that the State Shipping Ser-
vice continues to operate because although
there is shipping around the other coast,
it is less regular than the service from
Perth to Darwin. Therefore it is vitally
important to the Commonwealth that our
'State Shipping Service is kept in operation
because it is reliable and is a means by
which the necessary commodities can be
transported to Darwin.

If the expenditure on the line was
£2,000,000 a year the Commonwealth would
still meet it. It might rumble and growl
but it would not penalise the State on
account of it provided it could be shown
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that the line was being maintained reason-
ably. To continue-

The Commission expressed its doubts
about the validity and value of the
adjustments Proposed by the Treasury
merely to Provide an "Incentive" to
economy. It pointed out that its main
difficulty in the consideration of the
State Shipping Service was to find any
criteria from experience elsewhere in
Australia by which to test the opera-
tions of the Service.

That is what I pointed out the other night.
There is no comparison the members of the
commission can make, and it is only by
real comparisons that they can establish a
reason why they should adversely debit the
State in the grants they make. Because
they had nothing with which to compare
the service, nothing was done. That Is
exactly where the commission stands on
this. To continue-

In so far as the charges imposed on
users of the Service and the facilities
provided are dictated by policy con-
siderations related to the development
of the North-West of the State, and
to modifying the asperities of pioneer
life and economic development in the
area, the normal methods of compari-
son by reference to areas of develop-
ment outside the State do not seem
applicable in measuring the appropri-
ateness of the losses.

They clearly cover everything associated
with any loss that might be incurred by
the State Shipping Service. The members
of the commission are very wise and
knowledgeable in regard to finance and the
attitude of the Federal and State Govern-
ments. Therefore they are not prepared to
penalise the State which has to run a line
like the State Shipping Service.

Another thing we must remember is that
the State Shipping Service is, apart from
anything else, the only navy we have. It
does not carry any guns but it certauinly
patrols the area and might help us by
informing us what is going on. If there
were no State Shipping Service there would
be no defence or assistance in that way.

Therefore I would say that in respect of
any worry the Premier might have had
with regard to the adverse effect of the
State Shipping Service losses, as long as
they are kept within reasonable bounds
and it can be Proved that we are not giv-
ing anything unnecessarily away in the
conduct of the service, there will be no
adverse effect from the Grants Commis-
sion decisions.

There has been a lot said in the English
Press and the Australian Press on the
reaction of certain tradesmen on missions
sponsored by the Minister for Industrial
Development. There was an article in the
Weekend News on the 27th October, con-
cerning this matter. It is rather strange
that although the Weekend News is part
and parcel of The West Australian news-
paper set-up, it is a sort of poor relation

of the other two daily papers. As aL matter
of fact, its offices are shoved right out in
the back behind the machinery. It goes
about the publication of its newspaper in
its own sweet way apart from everyone
else.

Possibly because of the lack of supervi-
sion from the more staid editorial staff of
the other papers, it does publish articles
which at times are worth quoting, because
they contain rather fair comment on the
position in the State as the various re-
porters see it. In the article to which I
referred a moment ago, the reporter has
obtained Ted Hill's reaction to the plight
of some of the migrant tradesmen who
came to this State. It is interesting to
note that even the writer of the article
could not swallow the stuff that was being
fed to the public by the Minister for In-
dustrial Development-and others-on the
question of industrial development in this
State. I propose to read a section of this
article because it is of interest in that
regard. It reads as follows:-

Western Australia has boomed itself
as the land of opportunity, a place
with high living standards and pro-
perous horizons. So in recent weeks
many West Australians have been
Jolted by claims that this self-portrait
is too rosy.

How far from the truth-or how
close to it-is British boilermakers'
union secretary Ted Hill when he says
skilled English tradesmen are fools to
come here?

How right is the Western Australian
Government in meeting all criticism
with a super-glamorous image of our
State?

The truth appears to be somewhere
between the criticism and the drum-
beating.

Both views of Western Australia-
as it is TODAY-are misleading.

Mr. Brand: It is a wonder we got any-
one to come here at all!

Mr. JAMIESON: Let us know the truth.
That is all we ask.

Mr. Brand: You give us your version of
the truth.

Mr. JAMIESON: If we stick to the truth
we will get much further forward. The
article contains some further interesting
comments as follows:-

But there are other facts which are
STILL with us:

Western Australia's living stan-
dards are propped by Common-
wealth grants more than any
other part of Australia.

We have the lowest average
weekly earnings in Australia.

Our personal income per head is
higher only than Tasmania's.

Our percentage of factory em-
ployment is the lowest of the
States.
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This is the one we really want to improve
but we will not unless everyone knows the
truth and conditions are improved. They
are not fools. They are not going to work
in pigsties or anywhere where the con-
ditions are of a lower standard than those
to which they have been accustomed. To
continue-

Our railway losses are Austra-
lia's worst, and the railways carry
the lowest tonnage per route mile.

We will excuse that one.

Mr. Court: The losses are not the worst.
Mr. JAMIESON: The Minister had bet-

ter take that up with the editor of the
Weekend News.

Mr. Court: I would not be bothered.

Mr. JAMIESON: According to this
article they are the worst. But I am say-
ing I will excuse that because they do
provide a public service and I am there-
fore not prepared to criticise them. To
continue-

We have the third-highest pub-
lic debt in Australia.

That is reasonable because we have a
third of the continent which is respon-
sible for that debt. One of the things
that did worry me in this particular
article was a comment by Dr. Kerr who is
lecturer in economics at the University
of W.A. He had the following to say:-

There are many points of similarity
now to the mid-1950's boom years
except that we were in a very worked-
up psychological state then.

Now we are nowhere near the same
pitch and I think that's a good thing.

It's dangerous when a State is pre-
pared to mortgage its future because
things look rosy.

It leads to inflation . . . and be-
cause of that I believe Western Aus-
tralia should be ready to put the
brakes on the boom.

If there is a boom-and the economist
thinks there is-he suggests the brakes
should be applied to it. But from all other
aspects the boom is not as real as some
would have us believe because it is evident
that the spending money is not here; the
average weekly wage is not as high as in
the Eastern States; and all that associated
money, which really makes the industrial
life of a State, is not available in this State
and therefore the State cannot progress as
it should.

I would say that one of the things we
should expect from the Government in the
future is plain statements of fact. If it
sends aways these missions, it is better to
send somebody on them who can give a
true Picture of conditions and awards, in
order to give workers an accurate idea
of what they are coming to. I do not

want to mislead anybody into coming into
this country on a wrong pretext; and that
is exactly what the Minister has done.

If that is the sort of industrial develop-
ment he wants, then he is going to get it
thrown back around his head. That is
not a good policy for the benefit of the
State, since once a State gets a bad
name because of the activities of a Gov-
ernment in hoodwinking people into hav-
ing certain beliefs, it takes twice as much
time to get the name of the State on to a
reasonable footing again, and to encourage
people to come to that State.

I suggest a quick look has to be taken
by the Government at its many policies on
industrial development; and the sooner
that is done the better it will be for all
concerned. Not just one side of Indus-
trial development must be considered: not
only the side of those people who are
going to sit back in some office chair or
other and plan away the lives of _the

workers, but also the side of those people
who are going to do the work.

MR. FLETCHER .(Fremantle) [1.22
a.mn.l: Like others, I would like to go home
to bed. I am very tired and I assume that
others are also. But the Government had
an opportunity some little time ago to re-
port progress but it would not do so; and
that makes me more determined to put
forward matters on behalf of those I rep-
resent.

Mr. Court: There is no intimidation; you
can go for as long as you like.

Mr. FLETCHER: Firstly, in regard to
State shipping. I noticed in last night's
Daily News the heading "Thumbs Up On
State Ship Plan." The article reads-

The Government had accepted the
principle of a commission to control
the State Shipping Service, Industrial
Development Minister Court an-
nounced today.

He said the commission would pro-
bably consist of three men, not em-
ployed full time.

The general-managership of the
service would not be changed, Court
said.

I wish they would extend the title of "Mr."
I have noticed in the Press recently where
they have addressed a Minister and others
by surname only. It would be courteous to
say, "Mr." and to use the Minister's title.
It would be courteous not only to Ministers
but also to members on this side of the
House. However, further down the article
it says--

Court said commissioners would be
chosen who had experience of shipping
and the North-West problems.

I am concerned that whoever Is on this
commission should administer it well. I
would prefer-as I said, I think, during
the address on the Supply Bill, or the
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Loan Estimates-other than only private
shipping company representation on any
commission. I am dubious about the
reasons for the creation of the committee,
quite frankly; and of the committee's
possible recommendations. The situation
is well-known to the Government, and I
think the Government has hidden behind
Mr. Williams; so that the Government is
in a position to say, "We are not respon-
sible for these increased freights and fares;
it is a recommendation from Mr. Williams."
I have no doubts about Mr. Williams' com-
petence to put forward recommendations;
but I know that the facts which Mr.
Williams made known to the Government
were already known to the Government,
and it should have had the courage to do
itself what it asked Mr. Williams to do on
its behalf.

I am not saying that I condone what
has been done: but I do say that anything
that benefits the north-west of Western
Australia benefits, as a consequence, the
Commonwealth of Australia; and I think
that, as a consequence of its benefiting
the Commonwealth of Australia, the Com-
monwealth Grants Commission would take
a sympathetic view, as other members
have said, of meeting the deficit without
any further recourse to increases in
freights and fares. I believe that, and
nothing will persuade me to the contrary.
I do believe that the Commonwealth
Grants Commission is reasonable enough
to know that whatever benefits the north-
west would be of benefit to Australia.

Mr. Court: They told us we would have
tdo something about the State Shipping

Service. It is as simple as that; and they
will have let us down very lightly if they
accept Captain Williams's recommenda-
tions.

Mr. FLETCHER: This increase in
freights will be a loading on anything
which is produced in the north: and it will
be just at the wrong time, and to the
detriment of the State. The mem-
ber for Beeloo made that point-namely,
that increased freights cause increased
costs. He asked, in effect: Why cripple the
north with these increased freights and
fares? Any increase has to go on to the
price of any articles or any products pro-
duced in that area, and, as a consequence,
the increased rates are detrimental to the
north and to the State of Western Aus-
tralia.

I am not the only one who thinks along
those lines. The Road Digest No. 1.8 of
July, 1982, has an interesting paragraph
which I will make known to the House. In
part it reads--

The next few months will be of his-
toric significance for Australia, as they
will reveal whether or not Australia
has to face the loss of, or suffer reduc-
tions in, traditional markets and
forced to seek new outlets in the
event of Britain entering the European
Economic Community.

One thing is certain: there will be
increasing attention focused on costs
of production,

This is of importance to the House. To
continue-

particularly of export commodities.
And, as there is a transport component
cost in all consumer goods, this must
be closely examined so that its impact
is minimised,

I do think that paragraph applies par-
ticularly to the north: and, as I have said,
the increased charges in relation to
freights and fares will have the very
effect on the north-west that this article
envisages.

Mr. Lewis: Do You think the cost of
production Is important?

Mr. FLETCHER: Yes, very lmportrtnt
from the Point of view of our exports ox-er-
seas. I have spoken on this in regard not
only to the State Shipping Service, but also
to the overseas shipping companies which
carry the Minister's produce to overseas
markets; and the exorbitant freights they
charge can price the articles which the
Minister and Country Party representa-
tives Produce off the world markets, to the
Minister's detriment and to the 1etriment
of Australia as a whole;, and tU At applies
not only to overseas shipping companies
but also to the.State Shipping Service.

Mr. Lewis: Your colleague the member
for Warren considers it does not mean
anything.

Mr. Rowberry: Excuse me!
Mr. FLETCHER: I assume the Minister

misunderstood him. in fact, I am sure he
did; because I listened attentively to the
member for Warren, who put up an excel-
lent case.

Mr. Court:. The other night he was tell-
ing us that efficiency was a curse.

Mr. Rowberry: I said nothing of the
sort. I said that the present system is
unable to distribute the earnings of that
efficiency. If the Minister will make a
further study, he will find that is what I
said,

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
Order!1

Mr. FLETCHER: There is another aspect
which concerns me in regard to the State
Shipping Service. If we are going to put
up costs to such a level that it would make
it possible for, say, the Blue Funnel Line,
with a coloured crew to handle produce
from the north cheaper than it could be
handled by the State Shipping Service,
then a dangerous situation could be created
to a public utility.

I am not erecting any sort of bogey. This
sort of thing has happened previously, and
is happening at this very moment in re-
gard to ships that leave Australia with
Coloured crews. At the moment there is a
very controversial issue in which seamen on
our coast are involved.
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The position is that if our freights and
fares go up to such an extent overseas,
shipping companies with coloured crews
will take advantage of the situation. That
in effect would further ruin a public asset.
and probably put the State in a position
where it would have to make further claims
on the Commonwealth for financial assist-
ance for the State Shipping Service. The
only alternative is for our seamen to ac-
cept conditions which the unfortunate sea-
men from Hong Kong, and the coloured
seamen from other parts of the world, are
forced to accept because of the countless
millions of people in those countries, and
the poverty that exists there. Would any-
one expect our trade unionists to accept
those conditions?

Mr. Court: They don't have to accept
those conditions, because there is another
factor which comes into this.

Mr. PLETCHER: I do not expect the
Minister for Industrial Development to be
in any 'way sympathetic towards industrial
conditions. As a matter of fact he and
other members on that side hide behind
the arbitration system.

Mr. Lewis: Don't you believe in it?
Mr. FLETCHER: Not in the penal clauses

in the Industrial Arbitration Act.
Mr. Court: Hie believes in the law of

the jungle.
Mr. FLETCHER: I do not. I believe in

a fair go for trade unionists, and the penal
clauses in the State and Federal Industrial
Arbitration Acts are not a fair go.

Mr. Court: When Dr. Evatt put them into
the Federal Act apparently he did not do
the right thing.

Mr. FLETCHER: Do not hide behind
what Dr. Evatt is alleged to have done!
Unfortunately the Crimes Act is also in
existence to further shackle trade unions.

During his speech the member for
Beelo touched on this subject and quoted
what was said in regard to Mr. Hill.
of the Boilermakers' Union, and asked
whether his criticism was right or wrong.
I shall quote from The West Australian of
Thursday, the 8th November, 1962, under
the heading of "More U.K. Tradesmen
Arrive." I shall not read the article in its
entirety, because of the lateness of the
hour; but, in part, it says-

A big proportion of the group are
boilermakers, most of whom did not
read of the criticism of W.A. conditions
by English Boilermakers' Union secre-
tary Ted Hill until they were on the
ship.

Some said that they would have can-
celled their trip had they read the re-
port earlier.

However, the majority, said that re-
ports in England on Australian work-
ing Conditions were so conflicting that
it would have made no difference to
them.

I quoted both the favourable and the un-
favourable portions, and I say to the Minis-
ter, and in fact to all members on the
other side, that either it is true or false that
there are penal clauses in our State and
Federal Industrial Arbitration Acts that do
not exist in England. That being so. is
Mr. Hill right or wrong in saying that penal
clauses exist here which do not exist in
England? I submit that he is quite right,
and that his criticism is quite justified.

Mr. Court: No-one has tried to misre-
present industrial conditions here.

Mr. FLETCHER: I should now like to
refer to an article in The West Australian
of the 20th October, 1962, which reads as
follows:-

Western Australia's Agent-General
in London, Mr. E. K. Hoar, yesterday
defended the State against a British
unionist's attack on its wages and
working conditions.

It is rather important to note that the
Press created headlines to give the impres-
sion that Mr. Hoar, a good Labor man, was
in effect agreeing that wages and indus-
trial conditions here were superior to those
which exist in England. No doubt the
wages could be compared; but, as I said
earlier, there are penal clauses in our In-
dustrial Arbitration Act that are not men-
tioned in the article. Mr. Hoar is a good
Labor man with a good Labor background.
He knows of the existence of these penal
clauses, but he made no reference to them.
This newspaper article gives the impression
that Mr. Hoar is aware of them and is in
effect contradicting Mr. Hill's assertions int
regard to industrial conditions.

Let him by all means contradict Mr. Hill
regarding wages, and the relative value of
wages in England as compared with Aus-
tralia; but do not let anyone say that he
is condoning industrial conditions here
any more than any member on this side
would do.

Mr. Hawke: The Minister for Indus-
trial Development can get newspaper
headlines altered.

Mr. FLETCHER: Mr. Hill said that
Australia's Industrial Arbitration Act had
vicious penal clauses in it and the value
of wages in Australia had deteriorated over
the past 10 years. We all know that Labor
has not been in office in the Federal sphere
during the last 10 years, and that owing
to Inflation under the Menzies Govern-
ment the value of wages has deteriorated
during that period. Is Mr. Hill right or
wrong in saying that and warning his
members, as a good trade union leader
should do, that the roseate picture that
is painted regarding conditions in Aus-
tralia is not correct?

Mr. Court: You seem to be pretty keen
on this Mr. Hill.

Mr. FLETCHER: I do not like mis-
representation. I want to see migrants
coming here when we have houses and
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jobs ready and waiting for them. But I
do not want to see them brought here
under false pretences, as it were.

Mr. Court: They are getting a very
factual picture.

Mr. FLETCHER: As I have said, Mr.
Hoar does not defend the penal clauses
in our Act, yet the beading in the news-
paper gives the impression that he does.
I still say that Mr. Hill is quite right in
his statement that there are penal clauses
in our Act which are quite vicious: and,
whilst I am on that theme, members op-
posite may or may not know-if they have
read industrial history they will certainly
know-that over 100 years ago people
known as the Tolpuddle Martyrs of Eng-
land fought against the very conditions
that we are fighting against today. They
had them removed; and yet in Australia
those conditions still exist.

When migrants arrive on our shores do
the Minister for Industrial Development
and the Premier think they will be favour-
ably disposed towards this country when
they realise that such industrial conditions
exist both on a Federal basis and on
a Western Australian basis? I have had
personal experience of these penal clauses
and members must excuse me for being so
vehement on this subject.

Mr. Brand: What division are we on,
Mr. Chairman?

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Division 24.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: What about Watt
Tyler?

Mr. FLETCHER: What about the
Amalgamated Engineering 'Union when the
penal clauses were invoked in 1952 and
my union was fined £500?

Mr. Lewis: Not enough!
Mr. FLETCHER: Because my union-
The CHAIRMAN (Mr, 1. W. Manning):

order! I must ask the honourable mem-
ber to get back to the Department of
Industrial Development, division 24. This
is not the division dealing with industrial
labour.

Mr. FLETCHER: Mr. Chairman, would
you say that the Department of Industrial
Development is advantaged or disadvant-
aged in relation to the numbers of com-
petent tradesmen and apprentices that
are available in this State? That is the
theme I am developing.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr, I. W. Manning):
I think you should reserve your remarks
until the Department of Labour Estimates
are under discussion.

Mr. FLETCHER: With all due respect,
I say the Department of Industrial De-
velopment could not function without
competent tradesmen, trade unionists, and
apprentices. and therefore I humbly sug-
gest that I am in order, as others have

been, in bringing to the attention of the
Chamber industrial conditions which come
under the jurisdiction of the portfoli1o of
the Minister for Industrial Development.
I know you are anxious to go home and
that I should short-oirauit my remarks.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Order! I ask the honourable member to
link his remarks to the division we are now
discussing.

Mr. FLETCHER: I submit that I am
discussing industrial conditions which
come within the jurisdiction of the Min-
ister for Industrial Development and the
North-West. I am now in the process of
dealing with industrial development as I
am trying to tell the Committee that in-
dustrial development cannot progress and
Prosper without a sufficient number of
skilled tradesmen and migrants. I am
trying to show that migrants would not
come to this State if they knew of the
industrial conditions that prevail here.
When prospective migrants hear that the
W.A. Branch of the Amalgamated
Engineering Union, which is a world-wide
union with its executive council in Eng-
land, has been fined £500-

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):-
Order! This has nothing to do with the
Department for Industrial Development.
You should not be discussing matters that
come within the jurisdiction of the De-
partment of Labour.

Mr, FLETCHER: I know, Mr. Chair-
man. It is a very unsatisfactory state of
affairs. Furthermore, our union's furni-
ture was shifted into the street. That ig
the sort of thing that has happened inL
the past, and can still happen.

Mr. Hawke: Furniture has to come
from factories.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
We are not discussing factories and shops.

Mr. FLETCHER: Would you say, Mr.
Chairm an, that I am out of order in dis-
cussing industrial conditions under this
division dealing with the Department of
Industrial Development9

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Yes. The honourable member will resume
his seat.

Mr. FLETCHER: Temporarily.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. 1, W. Manning):

Order! The honourable member will re-
sumne his seat. The honourable member
can only continue his speech if he with-
draws that last remark and apologises. We
cannot let things get out of hand. We
are dealing with the Department of In-
dustrial Development and the North-West,
and I can only Permit the honourable
member to discuss those items.

Mr. FLETCHER: Just what was it that
you wish me to withdraw.,?

Mr. Ross Hutchinron: The remark
"temporarily."
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Mr. FLETCHER: fl You, Mr. Chairman, Progress
object to my making the remark "tem-
porarily" I will withdraw it. I am not
clear on what else I said which could cause
offence.

Mr. W. Hegney: The Minister for In-
dustrial Development is the Minister for
Immigration is he not?

Mr. Hawke: Not yet.
Mr. PLETCHER: I will not quote news-

paper extracts to support the points I am
trying to make; but like the Minister, the
Premier, and other members in this Cham-
ber, I am anxious to see a sufficient num-
ber of tradesmen coming from overseas to
help Western Australia In its industrial
development. However, I want them to be
aware of the facts and not misled either
by the trade union movement or by the
Government. In regard to apprentices, as
I have said, questions were asked in this
Chamber. One was asked on the 8th
August, 1961. The Minister was asked-

To what extent does the P.W.D.
labour force-

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Order! I see no connection between your
remarks and the department we are now
discussing. If you have no further re-
marks to make on this department, you
had better indicate that.

Mr. FLETCHER: Very well, Mr. Chair-
man. I will indicate-

Mr. H. May: Tell us what is happening
at the State Engineering Works at North
Frem antie.

Mr. FLETCHER: That is another Gov-
ernment instrumentality, and I could deal
with it to show what is happening under
the appropriate Minister. Since what I
have been attempting to say is out of order,
and in view of the fact that the Minister
for Industrial Development also represents
the Minister for Justice in this Chamber,
I have some newspaper cuttings here which
deal with the subject of an industrial
nature. The following Is an extract from
an article published in The West Austra-
lian dated the 6th October, 1962:-

Employee Ulider-pald
Rowley's Appliances-

The CHAIR-MAN (Mr. 1. W. Manning):
Order! I must again draw the honourable
member's attention to the divisions we are
now discussing. The honourable member's
remarks in no way relate to those divisions.
If he has no further remarks to make on
those divisions I propope to put the ques-
tion.

Mr. FLETCHER: I am just wondering,
having read such a brief portion of this
particular newspaper item-

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
The honourable member is now reflecting
on the Chair, and I ca~nnot permit that.
The question is--

That the vote be agreed to.

Mr. RHATIGAN: I niove-
That the Chairman do now report

progress and ask leave to sit again.
Motion put and a division taken with

the following result:-
Ayes-Il

Mr. Bickterton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Curran
Mr. Davies
Mr. Pletcher
Mr.' Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. WV. [legrey
Mr. Jamieson

Mr. Brand
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommella
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Garfer
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Hart
Mr. Hutchinson

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Ayes
Evans
Seell
Oldfteld
J1. Hegney
Norton
Heat
Graharm

Mr. Kelly
Mr. G. G. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonin
Mr. H. May

(Teller J
Noes-la

Mr. Lewis
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Nimmuso
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Stummon
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williams
Mr. O'Neil

Pairs
Noes

Mr. Burt
Mr. Bovell
Mr. Guthrie
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hearman
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Nalder

(Teller)

Majority against--i.
Motion thus negatived.

Committee Resumed

MR. RHATIGAN (Kimberley) [1.50
am.]: At this early hour on Friday morn-
ing, the 9th November, I would far sooner
be in bed than speaking on the North-West
Estimates. However, the Government does
not wish to be co-operative, and I am
therefore compelled to say a few brief
words on this important subject.

My very first reference to the Govern-
ment is to call it a tax-us Government.
The efforts of all Governments should be
directed to populating the north, and
particularly the Kimberley area.

Mr. Rowberry: What are you doing
about it.

Mr. RHATIGAN: I am doing my best.
The exorbitant increase in the State Ship-
ping Service fares, together with the un-
usual procedure of not commencing the
air-freight subsidy on the 1st November,
is, as usual having a detrimental effect on
the population of the north; and it is cer-
tainly not helping to keep in the north
those people who are now resident there,
particularly those in the Kimberleys.

However, the Minister for the North-
West has now directed his attention to
the air-freight subsidy, and has agreed to
commence it on the 16th November. The
Minister has had several letters on this
subject; and I have had a few letters my-
self. However, the people there are grate-
ful for small mercies, and they will be glad
when this air-freight subsidy commences.
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In referring to this question of increased
freights and fares in the State Shipping
Service, I can only term such increases as
vicious. After all is said and done this
is not a luxury service; it is a necessity.
It is the lifeline of the north. We all know
that the railways are losing revenue in
various parts of the State: I would say in
almost all parts of the State. If members
would have a look at these increases in
the State Shipping Service fares and
freights they will see how very much these
increases affect the north-they affect that
area most vitally. Those who are lucky
enough to be in Government employment
are not affected very greatly; because their
fares are paid by the various Government
departments in whose employ they may
be.

But to the local boy and girl who marr
and remain there all their lives, working
privately, it is a vicious increase. I have
here a list of passenger rates for the State
Shipping Service which will be operative
as from the 1st November, 1962. If mem-
bers peruse this schedule they will find
that in the case of a ship which is north
bound, and which is not calling at Wynd-
ham south bound the passengers will,
under the new schedule have to pay the
fare from Wyndham to Darwin and back
to Wyndham; even though the ship does
not call at Wyndham.

Under the old system If a ship was not
calling at Wyndbam south bound on its
way back from Darwin, it would pick up
passengers at Wyndhamn on the way to
Darwin and charge them the fare from
Wyndhamn to Fremantle. That was fair
enough. Under the new schedule that need
not necessarily be done. if members study
this schedule they will find that it amounts
to about £20 10s. per person.

Mr. W. Hegney: Do you mean extra?
Mr. flHAflGAN: Yes.
M r. W. Hegney: And they are talking

about developing the inorth!
Mr. RHATIGAN: If this schedule is

rigidly put into effect it will mean that
a ship on its way to Darwin which does
not call at Wyndham on the southward
trip will, perforce, compel the Wyndhamn
passengers to do the southward trip and
pay the fare to Darwin and back, irrespec-
tive of the fact that they had no intention
of going to Darwin originally.

I would ask the Minister to have a look
at that, and to follow the practice of past
years. namely, that if it were not con-
venient for a ship to call at Wyndham
south bound to pick up the Passengers,
they would be charged the rate from
Wyndham to Fremantle.

We hear a great deal about the losses
sustained on the State Shipping Service,
but I have here the report of the Metro-
politan (Perth) Passenger Transport Trust
from which I notice there is a loss shown
of £513,155. I have not heard of any In-

creases being advocated for that service.
That is what I would call a luxury service,
by comparison with the absolutely neces-
sary service which the State ships provide
to the people of the north-west. I do not
want to be misunderstood: because I am
not advocating an increase in fares on the
Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger Transport
Trust vehicles.

Why inflict these vicious increases on
the people of the north, and yet do nothing
about the metropolitan passenger trust?
When introducing his Estimates, the Min-
ister for the North-West painted a very
glamorous picture. I can assure him that
the people in the north are struggling for
existence. An amount of 30s. a ton may
not mean very much to the Minister, but
if it is taken all round, it constitutes a
vast increase in the living costs of the
north. The Minister talks about develop-
ing the north. Surely to goodness he can
convince the Grants Commission there is
no necessity f or these increases: for such
vicious increases. Had they been gradual
I would have been inclined to agree with
the Minister.

Mr. Court: What did you call the In-
creases in 1957?

Mr. RHATIQAN: Let us consider this
aspect of the fare increases: Children over
three years and under 14 are to be charged
£23 10s. to Wyndhamn during the school
holidays, and scholars from 14 to 17 years
of age are to be charged half fare. These
are increases with which I cannot agree.

The estimated loss for the State Ship-
ping Service is £:981,000, and that compares
favourably with the loss sustained by the
Metropolitan Transport Trust. The State
Shipping Service is the lifeline of the
north, but the transport trust can be
termed a luxury service. The Government
is not doing anything to assist in the popu-
lation of the north, and it is doing very
little to keep the people already there
contented.

The country behind Broome could be de-
veloped if the Government wanted to do,
so. It is lightly timbered country and can
be cleared with light machinery. In refer-
ence to this an article appeared in The
West Australian recently. It is as follows:-

Land Clearing Giants to be
Tested Here

Two giant new American land-
clearing machines arc to be brought
to Australia for testing on brigalow
and scrub lands.

They will cost £44,000 each.

These machines clear and scarify the land
at the same time. The Minister should
consider purchasing some of this machin-
ery for the purpose of clearing the land
behind Broome. I did intend to speak
longer on this vote, but in view of the
lateness of the hour I shall not do so.
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MRt. CURRAN (Cockburn) (2.2 am.]: by the Treasurer when he introduced these
The policy of the State Government to-
-wards the development of the north needs
review, because it appears to be self-
contradictory. On the one band the Com-
moniwealth Government has allocated
finance for the development of the north;
but on the other hand the Grants Com-
mission has instructed the Western Aus-
tralian Government to increase fares and
freights of the State Shipping Service.
One completely nullifies the other, and
this is a logical conclusion.

No service has done more to develop the
north of this State than the State Shipping
Service, but it is being penalised, because
it has been directed to increase freights
and fares to the north-west. By this means,
tourists to the north-west are not penal-
ised because they go there when they can
afford it; but the people who live in the
north and who have pioneered its devel-
opment are being penalised because the
State Shipping Service is the lifeline of the
north, and they will be the ones who will
be affected.

The Minister should realise that the only
way to develop an area is to make it
attractive for people to settle on it. What
the Government is now doing is contra-
dictory, because the people already ]living
there are being penalised by the increase
in shipping freights and fares.

Even before I became a member of this
House I was awvare that some of the
policies of the Government were dictated
by the Grants Commission. If that trend
continues the position will eventually be
reached when the Grants Commission will
allocate finance to the State Government
only if it implements the recommendations
of the Grants Commission. According to
the remarks of the Minister, the Govern-
ment will eventually become, more or less,
a glorified municipal council.

The Grants Commission has dictated the
increase in shipping freights and fares to
the north-west; and according to what
other Ministers in the Government have
told us it has also directed that certain
other charges and fees be increased; for
example, vehicle registration fees, driver's
license fees, stamp duty, and so on. if
this Government is to be directed by
the Grants Commission, then what is the
purpose of having a State Government at
all? It will become merely an appendage
to the Grants Commission.

That was the argument used by the
Minister for Industrial Development for
increasing the shipping freights and fares,
and also by the Treasurer when he referred
to other increases in charges. The Govern-
ment of this State will be placed in a com-
pletely ridiculous position if members of
Parliament are to have no say in the
policies of the Government. The Depart-
ment of Industrial Development is bound
by the recommendations of the Grants
Commission, and from the comments made

Estimates his department is also con-
ditioned by those recommendations. If
that is carried any further the Govern-
ment will merely become an instrument
to implement the recommendations of the
Grants Commission.

The Government should Put up a fight
for the people of the north, and the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development should have
refused to increase the fares and freights
because such increases will retard develop-
ment. The fares and freights should be
retained at the lowest possible figure.
The Commonwealth Government has
provided money for the development of
the north-west, but such development will
be stultified with the imposition of in-
creased fares.

I would like to refer to the policy of
the Department of Industrial Develop-
ment in Western Australia regarding the
bringing of migrant tradesmen to this
State. Quite a lot of publicity is taking
place in this regard; and I understand that
when these tradesmen are brought to
Western Australia minimum housing is
guaranteed to them.

It is a very peculiar situation when
we can promise migrants minimum accom-
modation, whether they come from Scot-
land, England, Wales, Spain, or anywhere
else. What are the reasons for all the dis-
content amongst tradesmen who are
already in Western Australia? One of the
reasons is the shortage of housing. As a
result of questions asked of the Minister
representing the Minister for Housing, who
is in another place, we have been told
that the local tradesmen in Western Aus-
tralia have to wait from 18 months to two
years before they can receive accommoda-
tion. That is the position in regard to
our own local tradesmen.

Mr. Hawke: Those who work in the
factories.

Mr. CUJRRAN: Yes, those who have been
reared here and who have brought up their
children in Western Australia. They have
to wait from 18 months to two years for
a home; yet the Government is going over-
seas and making all sorts of golden
promises to induce tradesmen to come to
this State. Extravagant claims are made
in regard to wages and conditions. The
boilermakers and other tradesmen are
striking because they are up in arms
against conditions here; yet we make rosy
promises in other Parts of the world to
induce migrant tradesmen to come to
Western Australia.

It is wrong for the Minister to condone
such publicity in other countries; but Ted
Hill has put the true position before
tradesmen in Great Britain. I feel the
Minister should not be party to such pub-
licity and he should at least admit the
situation in regard to housing. However,
he does not say one word in respect of
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the housing of tradesmen here. All he
does is go along with his officers and
remain silent in respect of the situation.

Mr. Chairman, You must be almost as
tired as everybody else. I feel that no-one
can put forward an intelligent argument
at this time of the morning. However, I
would say the blame does not lie with
members on this side of the House. We
were quite prepared to report progress so
that we could debate this matter at a
time when everyone was wide awake; but,
unfortunately, the Government as usual
wants to stampede these Estimates through
knowing full well that if it does so all the
available facts from the Opposition will
not be put forward as well as they should
be.

That is all I have to say, but I particu-
larly stress that the greatest tragedy that
has happened in this State is the increase
of freights by the State Shiping Service-
an impost on the people who live in the
north-west. I am of the opinion that the
people in the north-west will feel this
keenly, and no doubt they will condemn
in no uncertain manner the impositions
which have been placed upon people who
have pioneered these areas in days gone by.

MRt. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for
Industrial Development) 12.15 am.]: For
some hours now we have heard of nothing
but gloom and despair. If someone came
into the gallery in this place from another
country and listened to such a tirade as
we have had to listen to they would say,
"Let us get out of Western Australia.
There is no hope for this place as those
people talking are the potential Govern-
ment if there is a change of Government.
They have no faith in Western Australia."

Mr. Brady: It sounds like history repeat-
ing itself.

Mr. COURT: It started off with the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, who made
one criticism after the other: but there was
not a constructive thought during the
whole of this debate. Surely someone on
the Opposition side of the House has a
single idea.

Several members interjected.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):

Order! The Minister is entitled to be heard
in silence. I do not want this debate to
become disorderly. If it does I will have
to take drastic action.

Mr. H. May: He is entitled to speak to
men as men should be spoken to.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Order!

Mr. COURT: We have had these hours
of gloom and despair and not a single
constructive thought. Surely it is the re-
sponsibility of the apposition to put up
some idea. After all is said and done, it
is one of the duties of an Opposition to be
constructive in its criticism. That is my

idea of it. Anybody who criticises should
accept the responsibility of putting forward
a solution.

I will be as brief as I can. I do not
Propose to go through every item that
has been raised, because there has been
a lot of repetition. However, I would
particularly like to deal with the com-
ments of the member for Pilbara because
he does the north-west, and particularly
the Pilbara part, no credit when he speaks
in this Chamber.

I do not care what he has to say about
me as that is his business: but when he
talks about this area it is no good his
whingeing, whining, moaning, and groan-
ing, as more has been done for the Pilbara
area since this Government has been in
office than was ever done before. He did
not have sufficient interest in his electorate
to go up to the opening of the first air-
conditioned hospital in the north of this
State.

Mr. Hawke: He doesn't represent Pi1-
bara.

Mr. H. May: He is not made of money
either.

Mr. COURT: It is a significant fact that
when the Minister for Health opened this
hospital at Port Hedland, the member for
Pilbara did not see fit to go to the open-
ing.

Mr. Hawke: He does not represent Port
Hedland. That is how much you know as
Minister for the North-West about the
north-west.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
Order!1

Mr. COURT: Who does represent P11-
bara?

Mr. Hawke: You should know: you are
the Minister for the North-West.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I1. W. Manning):
Order! The Minister will address the
Chair.

Mr. COURT: The member for Pilbara
spoke early in this debate. He spoke
straight af ter the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, and if lie does not represent
Pilbara I do not know what he does repre-
sent. If Port Hedland is not in the Pil-
bars, electorate then I give up.

Mr. Hawke: It is.
Mr. COURT: The Leader of the Opposi-

tion was saying that I did not know the
area he represents.

Mr. Hawke: Neither you do.
Mr. COURT: The fact is that this Gov-

ernment has tried to do more for this
area than has ever been done before. I
do not know how the previous Premier got
on with his north-west members. More
money has been spent from Consolidated
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Revenue, from loan funds, and from road
moneys than has been spent previously.
Therefore, I do not know what they said
to him. Double the percentage of moneys
is being spent on roads alone. There is
roughly 50 per cent. extra from loan funds;
and about a 30 per cent, increase in the
percentage of expenditure from Consoli-
dated Revenue. Surely that must be pro-
ducing some effect in the area that was
not evident before.

Under the previous Government freights
were raised in 1957, but I cannot recall
the member for Kimberley, the member for
Pilbara, or the member for Gascoyne
standing up and moaning about that
freight increase.

Mr. Rhatigan: They were not increased
to the present extent.

Mr. COURT: Had freights been in-
creased to the extent the management felt
they should be because of increases in
costs, they would have been double. We
were fortunate to have a man like Captain
Williams who is acceptable to the Grants
Commission; and we have accepted his
recommendations in respect of this par-
ticular matter.

Mr. Rhatigan: You must realise that
State ships are the lifeline of the north.

Mr. COURT: The fact is that the Gov-
ernment the honourable member supported
saw fit to put up the freights in 1957-
and probably for the same reasons as in
our case. We have been in close consulta-
tion with the Grants Commission on this
and it has been very tolerant. The mem-
ber for Boulder-Eyre dealt with the ques-
tion of gypsum. We have treated those
people very fairly. They undertook in their
contract to establish a stockpile, which was
a condition of their receiving very good
rates with no margin in them at all for
the railways. This was arranged in order
to encourage this industry and to enable
the railways to use the wagons during the
off-period to fill up the stockpile so
that the harvest and super would not be
interfered with when the season arrived.
The company never provided the stockpile
so we had the spectacle that in the seasons
when the railways were hard-pressed be-
cause of the wheat and super, they had to
run trucks down and load direct on
to the ships. Everyone knows that that
takes a long time.

Despite this fact we still allowed the
freight rate quoted but when they came
back for an extension, we made a Change.
I might add that the freight rates are still
on the same rates until the end of the
year. When they requested an extension,
the railways demanded to know what they
were going to do about their side of the
arrangement. They made it clear they did
not want the concession to extend beyond
December, 1963, because after that date
they would be exporting from Maud's

Landing in the north-west. The railways
treated them very fairly, as did the
Treasury, in arranging the freight rates
for next year despite the difficulties which
are experienced during the super and har-
vesting seasons.

The less I say about the contribution of
the member for Collie the better, because
if he continues in that strain he wil not
encourage anyone to assist in the very
difficult problems which exist. Officers in
the department have worked very hard to
overcome the problems to which he has
referred.

The member for Beeloo sat on his old
hobby horse in connection with Sir Halford
Reddish. He does not want to give any
credit at all where it is due. We have
cement of high quality and the price has
not been raised since he came into this
State despite all other price increases in
other industries. Surely some credit must
be given for that. The honourable mem-
ber also referred to La Porte. There is no
problem insurmountable in this regard. I
explained that they are experiencing some
difficulties With regard to the Quality but
not the quantity of water. The agreement
provides for an alternative.

As to the Wellington Dam being hard
pressed to provide these industries, it is
so much nonsense, because if ever there was
an area which could look forward to a suf-
ficient quantity of potable water for indus-
try, it is that portion of the south-west.
As the Minister for Works has reminded
me, it was part of the tnderstandlng when
the dam was built that some Provision
would be made for industry and the miet-
ropolis that would develop in the area.

I want to comment very briefly on the
Grants Commission. The Grants Com-
mission does not dictate what we do. It
merely Provides certain yardsticks by
which we have to be ui~ided. If we are
prepared to ignore these yardsticks, the
commission does not care, because we just
pay and pay out of loan funds, and con-
sequently are niot able to provide schools,
hospitals, and other developmental works.
This has been explained very often by the
Premier.

With regard to the freights on the ship-
ping service, if we had not put them up,
the commission would no doubt have made
an adjustment this time. The Common-
wealth and the Grants Commission have
been very generous in rezpect of the opera-
tions of the State Shipping Service. They
have been very understanding in the mat-
ter, but these things can be strtched too
far and we have got to the stage where
some adjustment must be made. AS the
report quoted by the member for Beeloo
indicated, the Federal Treasury boys
have asked pertinent questions in connec-
tion with this matter and have asked
whether the level existing Is really neces-
sary.
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On the question of the Lonnie mission,
I can assure the House that the members
of that mission are telling the true and
factual story. Two of the members have
returned, these being Mr. Campbell and
Mr. Ward. They have seen me because of
their concern at the criticism made that
the migrants are being told too glowing a
story. I am convinced that the members
of this mission have been telling the real
down-to-earth story-the factual story. If
members knew Mr. Ward-

Mr. Fletcher: I know him.

Mr. COURT: -they would know he
would not do anything but tell the factual
story in a blunt way. These people have
been given no glowing promises but the
real down-to-earth story.

Mr. Fletcher: Perhaps the newspapers
have been wrong.

Mr. COURT:, We cannot be responsible
for what the English newspapers say. I
can certainly only be responsible for what
the members of the mission have said in
accordance with the briefing they received
from the Government. They are honour-
ing that briefing. There is not a single
person who can say he was promised more
titan exists in Western Australia.

Surely conditions in Western Australia
are not as bad as they are painted . One
would think from what has been said to-
night that it is a shocking place-a slave
camp; that there is poverty and distress
everywhere. I do not know of a better
place in which to live than Western Aus-
tralia and that has been the situation for
many years.

Let us talk about the brighter and more
confident side of things, instead of all this
gloom and despair. It is apparent that
certain members of the Opposition are
more prepared to back Mr. Hill and justify
him than they are prepared to back West-
ern Australia in this very important time
in its development.

Votes put and passed.

Progcress
Progress reported and leave given to sit

again, on motion by Mr. Lewis (Minister
for Education).

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

MIL. BRCAND (Greenough-Premier)
[2.27 a~m.]: With your permission, Mr.
Speaker, I would like to inform members
that we will meet on Tuesday at the normal
time, but at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, Thurs-
day, and Friday. I move-

That the House do now adjourn.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 2.28 sim. (Friday)

i4iegistatinr (lluuudt
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CONTENTS
page

STATE FOREST No. 61-
Revocation of Dedication :Assembly's

Message ... .. .. . .. 2623
Motion ... .. .. .. .. 2685

MOTION--
Bush Fires Act: Disallowance of Regula-

tion 39AA.. ................... 2612
BILLS-

Acts Amendment (Superannuation and
Pensions) Bill-

Zr. .. .. .. 2631
Corn...... ................. 2&34
Report .............. ......... 2534
sr......... ............. 2634

Chamberlain Industries fly. LWd. (Release
of Debt) Bill-

Receipt ; Ir........ ..... 2616
2r.....................2617

Factories and Shops Act Amendment Bill-
Receipt ; Ir. ; 2r. ... .. .. 2620

Inspection of Scaffolding Act Amendment
Bill-

2r........................2512
Corn. .................... 2615
Report .............. ......... 2516
8r............ ............. 2616

Iron Ore (Tailoering Peak) Agreement Act
Amendment Bill-

Receipt ; Ir. ; 2r......... 2642
Licensing Act Amendment Bill (No. 2):

Returned .............. ......... 2620
Licensing (Rftnest Island) Bill-

Zr. ... '.1. '.... .... 2636
Corn........... ............ 2641
Report .............. .... ..... 2641
Sr. I... ..... .............. 2641

Loan Bill, £21,930,000--
Receipt ; Ir. .... ....... .... 2623
2r...................... .... 2634

Money Lenders Act Amendment Bill :Re-
turned........... .... I...... 2843

Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insurance)
Act Amendment Bill (No. 2)-

2r........... ............. 2624
Corn........... .. ........... 2680
Report .............. ......... 2531
3r..............2631

Rights in Water and Irrigation Act Amend-
ment Bill-

Receipt ; Ir. ; Zr...... ..... 2624

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE :
SPECIAL .... ....... .... 2643

The PRESIDENT (The Mon. L. C.
Diver) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

2611


